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INTRODUCTION 


W HEN LOOKING at the pictures m a 
museum or at the frescoes m an old church, 
we sometimes notice, amongst the im- 
personal heads of samts, angels, gods, nymphs, 
satyrs, spectators and executioners, some par- 
ticular face which makes us say “ That’s a 
portrait 1 ” Why ? We cannot say, but we feel 
no doubt about it. It is as though we recognized, 
m the face, charactenatics so mdividual, so particular 
and therefore so ahve that we feel that the painter 
could not possibly have drawn them from imagma- 
uon, but must have taken them “ from the hfe,’ 
to use an old phrase And we are nght This 
face, which catAes our eye among all the others, 
which stands out from them as though telhng us 
“ I exisL I have existed I am not an academic 
formula as my neighbours are. I have hved 1 ” 

16 m fact a portrait But of whom ? At that 
pomt our powers of mtuition stop short, and unless 
we have the leisure to solve the problem the ques- 
tion femams unanswered 

On other occasions when confronted with some 
authentic and weU-known portrait, of which both 
the artist and his model are known with histoncal 
certainty, do we not wish to know somethmg more 
about It ? A dame is all very well, but after aUj 
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what is a name but a synonym for a career ? Who 
‘ was this man or woman ? What meaning is there 
behind this costume, this symbol, this gesture ? 
And above all, what, m real hfe, was the tendency, 
the physiognomic or physiological trait which the 
artist has here indicated ? What is emphasized by 
this crease, this scar, this wrinkle ? 

For the majority, then, there are many celebrated 
faces about which nothing is known. What is 
celebrated is the mask : we are ignorant, as a 
rule, of the face — by which I mean the character, 
the role, the career. In some cases we do not 
know the name ; in other cases, though we know 
the name, it conveys nothing to us. Nevertheless, 
It would seem that so striking a face must have had 
a characteristic story. We are a htde irritated 
at not knowing that story, and when we leave the 
museum or the church our pleasure is tinged with 
regret — the after-taste of a curiosity winch has 
not been satisfied. 

Out of that curiosity this book was born. For 
a long time past I, too, was haunted by these 
curious masks, which are so personal that they 
cannot be mistaken for others, these portraits of 
the XVth and earher part of the XVIth centuries 
in Italy : expressions, for instance, such as that 
of Baldassare Castiglione in the Louvre ; gesjiures, 
such as that of Giovanna Tornabuoni, in the 
fresco on the Escaher Daru, or that of la Bella 
Simonetta in the Spring in the Academy at 
Florence ; profiles such as that of Isabella d’Este, 

in the room containing Leonardo da Vina’s 
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drawings , ecstatic poses, such as that of the 
knight in armour kneeling before the Madonna 
of Victory , or a more worldly scene, such as the 
arrival of that beautiful lady, m starched, formal 
dothes, who is followmg Samt Eluabeth, m the 
choir of Santa Mana NovcUa For many 

years I used to look at them simply for the pleasure 
which I derived from their Ix^uty, and without 
scarchmg for anything more than the artist’s 
attitude towards Nature, the play of hght and shade, 
the scope of the design, the colour scheme, I 
never aAed their names There seemed to me 
no more necessity to know their names in order to 
love them, than to know the names of the stars 
or of flowers , nor did their charm lose anythmg 
through their bemg anonymous and mysterious 
There came a day, however, when, in consider- 
ing them from an esthetic pomt of view, I became 
obsessed with their physiognomic characteristics 
This was because the esthetic study of a human 
face necessarily mdudes a defimtion of its character, 
and because it is impossible to specify its construc- 
tion and Its expression without bemg led on to 
notice m what way it is different from others 
Bomethmg, m fact, which one might call its “ mark 
of dissmulanty ” from the Race. This “ mark of 
dissicmlanty ” once found, sesthetically spcakmg, one 
wants to know what it signifies from the moral pomt 
of view, and one goes on to guess what is revealed 
by emphasiE, by a blemish, by a dissymmetry, 
by exaggeration what passions, what capnees, 
what high human quahties, what grossness, perhaps^ 
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are here disclosed. . . . And having let ones 
imagmauon loose, one tries to check and verify 
one’s inductions by the facts. One wanders hitlier 
and thither in the past ; one seeks an answer m 
the Archives and in the very stones. This, in 
truth, is no longer ^stheUcs : it is History, but 
history of such a kind that one is inclined to 
study It as an esthetic problem. 

One IS all the more inchned when a second 
question immediately follows the first. Having 
said : “ How like portraits these faces are ! ” one 
then says : “ How like our contemporaries these 
portraits are I ” For human features, infinitely 
diverse as Nature may be, all reduce themselves 
to certain clearly defined types — bony, muscular 
or full-blooded. To these types the brush of the 
masters of painting has long ago assigned a key- 
stroke or essential outhne. In fact, one may well 
ask oneself why people still trouble to have their 
portraits painted. For these portraits, almost 
always, exist already, and very frequently are 
signed by some Old Master ; and there is scarcely 
a face to be met with in the street to-day which 
has not its “ double ” or a striking resemblance 
to It in some remote corner of a museum, in a corner 
of a fresco on the walls of some church in this old 
Europe of ours. . . . And then there jiaturally 
arises this question : “ Hoes this also apply to 
what we may call our moral physiognomy ? Is 
the latter our own, or has it already existed in the 

past exaedy the same as we see it amongst us 
now ? ” ^ 
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Our minds, m fact, arc mvinablc in their 
inchnation to beheve themselves new Each 
generation has the fcelmg that it is bnngmg mto 
the world cunositics, appetites, refinements — 
whether of fancy, or of moral elegance or of vice 
— of which Its predecessors knew nothing We 
can resign ourselves to having the same type of 
face as our forefathers, but we arc vam enough 
to put ourselves to the expense of a new kind of 
soul Each of us beheves that the world is seeing 
him for the first time. And when, in the 

grey depths of our monotonous fives, there is 
disclosed to us the disquieting silhouette of a 
sphinx, one of those figures which exatc the 
crowd by the mystery of their aspirations and the 
perversity of their attitudes, the general feehng is 
that we are in the presence of a speafic product 
of our age. But is this really so ? Do the souls 
of bygone ages differ from our own any more 
than their faces do ? Such is the second quesUon 
which naturally confronts us when we stand before 
these portraits 

One cannot pretend to answer it m one word, 
but the answer is perhaps less difficult here than 
elsewhere Eor if there is one spot on earth and 
one instant m the flight of time where and when 
one can obtam correspondmg information on 
“ masks ” and on “ faces,” on traits of physiology 
and on traits of character, it is in Italy m the second 
half of the XV th and the first half of the XVIth 
ccntuncs. The portraits of the Flemish pmm- 
nves or of Holbein possess thoroughly characterized 

If 
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masks, but it is difficult to get to know tlicir souls 
because the bourgeois or the clerics there repre- 
sented did not, for the most part, make any pro- 
found impression on the memory of mankind. 
The souls of XVIIIth-ccntury France and of the 
Revolution are well known to us, but it is difficult 
to imagine their real faces : the portraits of that 
epoch were almost all subjected to a common test 
of classic or piquant ” beauty and given the 
same sugary coating. The Italian Renaissance 
was the only period in which every illustrious 
face found a master artist to paint it, and in which 
every physiological career, so to speak, w'as summed 
up in the narrow frame of a panel, in the turn of 
a bust or in the outline on a medal. The portrait 
painters and sculptors of that time w^cre named Piero 
della Francesca, Pollajuolo, Pisanello, Ambrogio dc 
Predis, Ghirlandajo, Botticelli, Verrocchio, Mino 
de Fiesole, Mantegna, Donatello, Pinturicchio. . . . 
What eyes to see and wffiat hands to perpetuate 
what their eyes had seen * Such witnesses w'crc 
not only great : they w’ere truthful. They w'cre 
already sufficiently masters of their art to repro- 
duce what they found m their models, but still 
too dependent upon their models to add wffiat 
they had not actually found, and to attach to 
them, at the expense of “ hkeness ” an artificial 
concept of beauty. Thus the portraits of that 
time are not interchangeable as, for example, are 
those of the XVIIth and XVIIIth centuries. 
It is impossible to mistake the Duke of Urbino 
for Sigismund Malatesta or Isotta de Rimini for 
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Beatncc d’Este 1 The profiles of Ludovic the 
Moor, of Fihppo Stro22i, of Lorenzo the Magni- 
ficent, of the Marquis Gonzaga are worth as 
much as their signatures When one comes across 
them m difi^erent works by different hands, one 
finds that they are identical and almost super- 
imposable, and one can no longer doubt that one 
has before one’s eyes a perfect physiognomic 
document 

At the same time, and by a coinadence almost 
umque m history, it so happens that besides these 
masks reproduced by the pamters, we possess 
a collection of mtimate, famihar documents which 
reveal the faces to us. The people of this era 
were m the habit of keepmg journals that of 
Luca Landuca, his Dtarto Fiorenttno, for instance, 
has often been of service to histonans of tbe Floren- 
tine revolutions They pubhshed Constglt, or 
practical instructions for their children, following 
the example given them, a century earher, by 
that Paolo di Pace da Certaldo, whose dehghtfiil 
treatise on “ good examples ’ and ‘ good manners ” 
has been unearthed by M Gmdo Biagi They 
were great letter writers, too of this Alessandra 
da Maanghi, whose letters to her children arc 
yell known, is an mstancc. Finally, the reports 
of the ambassadors to them Governments, espea- 
aUy to that of Vemcc, though not exactly intimate 
documents, are almost so m the freedom of their 
appreciations, the piCtiiresqueness of them descrip- 
tions and the secrets suggested by them gossip 

If one adds that several of these worthies were 
B 17 
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poets, and that venerable matrons such as Lucrczia 
* de Medici, statesmen such as lier son Lorenzo the 
Magnificent, courtesans such as Tullia d’ Aragon, 
diplomatists such as CasUglione, reigning princes 
such as Francesco I, Grand Duke of Tuscany, 
unbosomed themselves in verse — pious, philosophic 
or gallant as the case might be — one realizes that 
as a result one is in possession of more traits and 
local colour than historians usually require in 
order to draw up a character study. 

Nor have the historians missed their oppor- 
tunity : and although this epoch of minor princes 
and great artists has been much less explored tlian 
others — our own revolutionary epoch for example — 
It is not only from modern research that one 
discovers that it is worthy of investigation. Every- 
one knows the works of Gregorovius, of Pastor, 
of Burckhardt, of Dennistoun, of Sismondi, of 
Baldi, of Ugohni, of Villari, of Creighton, of 
Perrens. Without going so far back, tlie studies 
of M. Isidore del Lungo and of M, Guido Biagi 
on early Florentine women and literature, of 
MM. Luzio and R6nier on Isabella d’Este, on 
Francesco Gonzaga and Ehsabetta Gonzaga, 
Duchess of Urbino, of Saltini on Bianca Cappello 
and the private life of tlie Medici, of M. Vittorio 
Cian on Pietro Bembo, on Humanism and on tlie 
Cortegiano, of Count Pasohni on Catherine" Sforza 
and finally of M. Malaguzzi Valeri on tlie Court 
of Ludovic the Moor, are well known and almost 
classic. Whatever speaal phase one may wish to 
probe into, these are authoriUes which must always 
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be consulted In French the researches of Armand 
Baschet into the archives of Venice and Mantua 
brought to hght many mteresting documents, 
used later by Ynarte and Engine Plon, on Bianca 
CappeUo and on the relations between Isabella d’Este 
and the artists of her time Certam women of 
the Renaissance and Itahan Humamsm have been 
studied by M Pierre de Nolhac, by M Pehssier, 
by Gebhart, by Klaczko, by Blaze de Bury, while 
M Delaborde provided a complete work, which 
was previously lacking, on die expedition of 
Charles VIII to Italy Finally, M Pierre Gauthiez 
has drawn portraits, which may be regarded as 
defimtive, of Arctmo, of Jean des Bandes Noires 
and of Lorenzacao In Enghsh the copious and 
comprehensive monographs on Beatrice and Isabella 
d Este and on Baldassare Casnghone by Juba 
Cartwnght (Mrs Ady), M Opdycke’s notes on 
the Cortegtano and the numerous studies by 
M Edward Hutton on the men and women of 
the Itahan Renaissance, have collected, with mtelh- 
gence and preasion, a great many ideas which 
were hitherto scattered But m the ordmary way 
the aim of the histonans has been to retrace the 
general course of events m Italy m the XV th 
and XVIth centuries, rather than to detach from 
those centuries the features which their master- 
pieces have rendered fanuhar to our eyes In 
the frescoes crowded with faces which they have 
drawn, important facts, great gestures and collec- 
tive action distract our gaze from mdividual careers 
The aim of this book is, more modestly, to take 
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up the thread of these careers and to follow it 
back, as well as may be, through the maze of odicr 
lives, running parallel or contrary or in opposition, 
thereby adding to the portraits which the Masters 
have left us, a psychological and moral commentary 
which IS at present lacking. After several years 
of investigation, I am giving here the first answers 
which I have been able to obtain. I bequcatli 
these answers to those, in particular, who have had 
the same curiosity but have not had the same 
leisure in which to satisfy it. In many cases identi- 
fication has been impossible.^ This I have admitted, 
and have put forward certain solutions as hypo- 
theses only. In others it might not have been 
prudent to carry the psychological portrait as far 
as the physiognomic details go : it was necessary 
to stop short at the lines of the ensemble. With 
some faces, in fact, one finds the features engraved, 
as it were, by the deeds, vivid colouring provided 

* It may be asked, perhaps, how identification can ever be established 
beyond dispute in any given case to which my answer is, quite simplj, 
by means of medals A medal is, in fact, the one document, as it \%ere, 
in which the face and the name are connected in such a way that it is 
impossible to argue that the one has been added to the other afterwards 
When the medal is of the same period as the subject represented — ^which 
IS not always the case — it is a true and final proof, one beside which texts, 
and even inventories, are worth very little And one can tell whether 
the medal is of the same period as its model because it is stamped with 
a date and very often with the name of the artist as well The ^^ords 
opus ptsani, for example, or meholus dtcavit are familiar to all*thosc who 
have pored over a XVth-century medal cabmet When, therefore, one 
is m possession of a notably characteristic profile, struck at the same time 
as the name of its model, by a contemporary artist who knew him, one 
can rest assured that that name certamly belongs to that particular face 

and one can use it as a criterion with which to identify other iconographic 
documents ^ 
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by the words — a clear, full model, m short. With 
others one has no more than an outline the im- 
pression made on the crowd through which they 
have passed, in the heart of a poet, in the turn of a 
stanza, m the angle of a wall But even when it 
IS only a question of short, swift appearances, I 
have noted these m passing, beheving as I do 
that m Art, as m Nature, the most fugitive effects 
arc not the least preaous. 

I here present them as I have seen them — or 
thought I have seen them Here arc some of 
the most famous figures — famous athcr through 
them portraits or their hves — which used to pass 
along the banks of the Amo, or the Minao or 
the Tiber, four hundred years ago We wdl be 
astonished, perhaps, to find them not so very far 
removed from ourselves They are very human, 
very fcmirune, some of them very “ fe minis t ” 
there is nothmg unexpected about them In 
the construction of their masks we wdl not see a 
single feature which we cannot re-discover to-day 
m the faces which pass us m the street. To put 
It m another way, can we safely say that m our 
so-called modem souls there exists a taste, a pre- 
tentiousness, an obsession even, which we cannot 
retrace, if we so choose, amongst these long departed 
Lombards or Florentmes ? 

In tmth, I scarcely think so Nature does not 
seem to go to the expense of providing a new type 
of soul in each generation, any more than she docs 
to that of providing new noses, new eyes and new 
dimples From the beginning our souls have 

21 
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been essentially the same : it is only their form 
which has differed ; and it is circumstances which 
create that form. When these circumstances arc 
general, urgent or tragic they carve and hew 
imperiously with everytliing human at their com- 
mand, and a type is formed which comes to be 
called the type of that particular century, or dynasty 
or city. And this is so because this type is tlic 
most common one, and because an epoch, if it 
IS to be recognized, must be given features. But 
every other type is also possible, and we shall see 
that the most modern of them could exist in the 
XV th and XVIth centuries — since they did actually 
exist then. Again, can we ever know what the 
face of our contemporary, of our neighbour, of 
our friend, what our own face even, which we think 
we know best of all, would be like if Fate were to 
place it in another hght, illuminate it by the reflec- 
tion of other objects, cast upon it tlie shadow of 
clouds which it has never known ? Many different 
things are required to make a human soul unfold 
completely. . , , 

Florence, 

January 1913 
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GIOVANNA TORNABUONI 
IN THE LOUVRE 



Portraits of Giovanna dcgli Albizzi, wife of Lorenzo dc’ 
Tornabuoni 

Authentic Two bronze medals by Niccolo Fiorentino, in 
the Bargello, one, No io6, bearing these words, on the c\erquc 
“ Joanna albtza uxor Laurentu de T omaboyus^^ and on tlie reverse 
the three Graces, intertwined, with the words “ Casiitas — 
Pukhntudo — Amor'‘\ the other, No 107, is similar on the 
obverse, and on the reverse shows a Diana as huntress witli these 
words “ Vngints os habttumquc gcrens et vtrgtyns arma ” 

Presumed portraits which bear resemblance 1st, tlie left 
profile of a woman, on wood, said to be Giovanna degli Albizzi, 
by Ghirlandajo, formerly m the Pandolfini Palace at Florence, 
now in the Pierpont Morgan collection , and, the full length 
figure, in left profile, dressed m XVth-century gala costume, 
following Saint Elizabeth, in the Visitation^ a fresco in the choir 
of Santa Maria Novella, by Ghirlandajo , 3rd, tlie terra cotta 
bust entitled Giovanna Tornabuoni and attributed to the school 
of Leonardo, in the collection of Gustave Dreyfus 

A presumed portrait, in all probability, but without resemblance 
to the foregoing a single female figure facing a group of women 
and holding out a handkerchief to them, from the fresco of the 
Villa Lemmi, by Botticelli, now on the Escalier Daru in the 
Louvre. 

A presumed portrait, without resemblance the Virgin m the 
marble bas-relief. Virgin and Child-y formerly m the Hospital 
Santa Maria Nuova, and now in the Bargello, in Florence 
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L et us first or all look at the 

portraits of some Florentines of the Wth 
century There arc t\so of them \\hich 
everyone has seen or could see and it so happens 
that they are the faces of two of the most seductise 
women of their time — two contcmporancs, com- 
patnots, both of equally illustnous family, of 
equal youth and beauty, with careers that ran 
parallel — two queens of art and of Florentine 
hearts in the years when those hearts beat strongest 
and when art was at its purest, pamted by the same 
painters, sung by the same poets, wept for by 
the same ardent spirits, both abruptly earned off 
at the haght of their fame, leaving behind them on 
the ocean of Mankind two long furrows of regrets 
and tears, so that after four ccntuncs an eddy still 
stirs in the hearts of the inquismvc and the in- 
genuous alike They were called, in their day, 
/a Bella Stmoneita, or more formally, Simonctta da 
Cattana, wife of Marco de’ Vespuca, and la 
Bella Vanna, or formally, Giovanna degh Albizzi, 
wife of Lorenzo de’ Tomabuont 

Anyone who has been to Chantilly knows the 
former a gay profile, with the nose tdted up, the 
eye alert, the forehead bare and round like that 

25 
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of a bird. The mischievous curve of her profile 
IS clearly outlined against a background of dark 
cloud ; at the back of her head is a huge plait 
of hair and pearls ; her pointed breasts arc bare, 
and a serpent in black enamel is coiled round her 
splendid throat ; m the distance are trees, hills 
and a threatening storm. There is sometliing 
hght-hearted about it all, something piquant and 
resolute and self-assured : it is the head of a queen of 
fashion to whom one would not dare say : “ This 
IS what IS being worn . . who dresses — or 
undresses — as she pleases. The picture, which is 
in distemper on a wooden panel, and is said to 
be by Pollajuolo, was painted, in all probability, 
between 1469 and 1476. It was acquired by tlic 
Duke d’Aumale in 1879. border is tlic 

inscription, Stmonetta januensis Vespuccia. Here, 
indeed, is the first ray of sunshine which traversed 
Florence at the end of the XVth century. 

Thd second is in the Louvre. Everyone ought 
to have been touched by it, but it is three-parts 
obscured, having been placed in one of the gloomiest 
spots m that necropolis — the grating of the Escaher 
Daru — and put under glass. Sometimes a party 
of wandering tourists crosses this chilly Sahara. 
They brush past the bare walls, tlie glum-looking 
busts and the dead stones and go away, without 
suspecting that they have passed by two tender 
and tragic careers, recalled in two masterpieces. 
These are the frescoes painted by Botticelli on the 
walls of the villa of the Tornabuoni, near Florence, 

to celebrate the marriage of Giovanna degh Albizzi 
26 
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with Lorenzo dc’ Tomabuom, in 1486 After 
being hidden under chalk for a long tunc, they 
were discovered in 1872 and brought here, for 
good or dl, in i88i There is a scent of exile 
about them One pictures at once what this 
film of a painting would be if it were still attached 
to the hving trunk from which it has been separated 
and of which it is now only the dead bark , if 
one could sec it down there, under the Tuscan 
sky, m the villa Lemtm, at Plan di Mugnone, 
amongst the flowers, when the sun is slipping 
between the slopes of a curtain of cypress trees. 
One thinks of all that would meet one’s eyes there 
if, before rcplaang it, they had regathcred the sun- 
beams which ghde over the distant hills of Fiesolc, 
over the loggia with its dehcate httle columns, 
the iron-latuccd windows, the chmbing plants, 
the roses. Here one only knows that it exists, 
that It IS famous — to the point of being banal 
but one has never really seen it 

However, on an exccpuonally dear day, one 
IS able, if one comes dose, to distmguish, in spite 
of the varying reflecUons thrown off by the glass, 
a strange apparition resembhng a coloured vapour, 
which might almost have floated in under these 
lofty arches and become fixed m places, here and 
there. These are the shades of graceful 

women with their heads turning as though on 
slender stems, and their faded gowns the colour 
of dried flowers or of young grass, they are makmg 
mcamngless gestures in an unreal world A tall 
girl, slender and of a beanng that is almost austere, 
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IS holding out a piece of linen as she might hold 
' out her apron, to receive something which some 
other women, with sleeves like httle air balloons, 
advancing towards her, are about to throw into 
It. This something is a piece of fruit, perhaps, or 
a flower or a lottery token. She who is receiving 
It does not seem very grateful. Those who are 
giving It do not seem very generous. Without 
doubt they are fairies. Only fairies would arrive 
thus with empty hands at a wedding. She, without 
doubt, is a philosopher. Only a philosopher would 
dress herself so simply in her marriage year and 
pay so httle regard to what is being given her. 
These gifts, moreover, are not merely mediocre : 
they are disquieting. With her left hand one 
of the fairies is making that vague gesture, somehow 
suggesting a protest, which Botticelli puts in 
everywhere, but which nowhere has a definite 
meaning. They do not give the impression that 
they beheve themselves to be bringing something 
very good to the young bride : nor does she think 
so either. She has a distrait, absent look, as though 
she is prepared to receive whatever the women are 
throwing into her handkerchief. And what is 
it that they are throwing ? 

They are throwing death there, a sudden, terrible 
death at the birth of her second child. That is 
their wedding present. This girl whom we see 
is to die in childbirth, as did the mother of her 
husband, Lorenzo Tornabuoni, as did, too, the 
first wife of her father, Maso degh Albizzi, as did, 
through some mysterious fatahty, so many young 
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women of the Renaissance. In two years 
she will have passed away Up till then her hfe 
was to be a ray of sunshine, straight, luminous and 
simple, a joy for all eyes, a benefit to aU it touched 

Can we not picture her paang the flagstones of 
the dark and anaent Florence of the XV th century, 
this young patnaan lady, dehcate, simple, chan table 
and learned, with her upnght carnage, her measured 
words, her stiff folded clothes, and her slow, 
graceful gestures, pasamg through the crowd of 
wool and silk merchants, bankers, money changers 
and pohtiaans, men who hved between the batde- 
field and the countmg house, anxious-minded and 
obscure in consaence, with their bps bolted hke 
the doors of their houses, their faces as wnnkled 
as their purses, but mterested, none the less, in 
all the graces of soul and body, capable of en- 
thusiasm for anythmg which might penetrate their 
heavy, low-lymg clouds — be it woman, idea or 
statue ? 

The long, narrow, gloomy street in which she 
hved IS stdl there One ventures mto it as one 
might into a fissure m the rocks in order to pass 
from the centre of Florence to the outer wall 
surroundmg the aty It remains, that narrow 
street, as though it were an old and forgotten hnk 
in a new cham of modem or rebuilt quarters It 
IS theTormer Corso di For San Piero, nowadays 
the Borgo degh Albizzi, takmg its modem name 
from the famdy which owned so many houses 
there and dwelt there so long Among the lofty, 
black palaces of which it consists one can see the 
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one in which Giovanna, was born i bare, sombre, 
frowning walls, high perched, almond-shaped 
windows bearing the Albizzi coat-of-arms ; two 
rings of stone, tire one encircling the otlicr, and 
the whole sleeping under die dust of centuries. 
Though rebuilt and restored since the XVth 
century, it still strongly preserves its character. 
And it was here that there grew up the most 
famous of the eleven daughters of Maso degli 
Albizzi, of Prato, gonfalonicrc, Ambassador 
to Rome. 

The house, which dien was new, was not the 
gloomy fortress which we sec to-day. The street, 
with buddings on one side only, received die 
hght of day. Here and there die finest palaces 
gladdened it with their life. This was the liveliest 
and most aristocratic quarter, wherein took place 
the races — the Palio — and whence knights sallied 
out on their carousals. But die stones have not 
changed. Walking there, we can find the corner 
upon which there must so often have been thrown 
the dehcate shadow of Giovanna on her way to 
her devotions at San Piero Maggiore — a churcli 
of which nothing is left and which is marked only 
by the remains of a XVIIdi-century portico where 
one may stdl read : 

DEO IN HONOREM PRINCIPE APOSTOL LUCAS DE ^LDIZIS 

But the portico itself has changed its function, 
and figures naturally enough amongst the ruins 
so dehcately pictured by Hubert Robert. A storey 
has grown above it, shops have sprung up below, 
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and the tnumphal arch of carher days, travestied 
as a beast of burden, rounds off jars of rmlh and 
rolls of tobacco with the high Latin of its inscnp- 
tions and the acanthus of its capitals. One searches 
in vain for flagstones which might disclose Lorenzo 
di Credi and Luca della Robbia, formerly buned 
there Everything has disappeared, and the in- 
frequent pflgnm who comes, without losing his 
way, into this comer of old Florence can only 
be attracted thither by the aery phantom of la 
Bella Vanna 

She spent all her youth there, tn dazzhng glory, 
enhghtened by intellectual joys She was brought 
up to appreaate belles-lettres by a future Pope, 
Tommaseo ParentuceUi Among her admirers 
were Lorenzo the Magnificent and the greatest 
pamters of the XV th century She was affianced 
to the most handsome as well as the nchest and 
most elegant stapling in Florence To convmce 
oneself one has only to look at his portrait in Santa 
Mana Novella — on the left of ffie fresco Saint 
yoachtm Driven from the Temple the young 
man is tummg towards one, his right hand on his 
hip, his nght foot forward, in an attitude of graceful 
imperunence He was a great scholar, a poet 
taught by Pohtian and a learned connoisseur of 
antique medals. Such was Lorenzo Toraabuom 

Theif weddmg was a national event. It was 
arranged by the King of Florence, Lorenzo the 
Magnificent, and took place, not m the bnde s 
parish church, but m the Cathedral of Our Lady 
of Flowers, where Giovanna appeared escorted 

31 



Celebrities oj the Italian Renaissance 


by a hundred maidens of the noblest families, 
clad in white, and by fifteen young knights m 
full armour. The Spanish Ambassador to the 
Holy See was present, as were numerous Floren- 
tine and foreign nobles. The Press was repre- 
sented by Politian. In place of cameras lined 
up at the exit from the church, the eyes of Botti- 
celli, of Verrocchio, of Ghirlandajo, of Niccolo 
Fiorentmo were riveted on the passing figure. 
For decoration there were bas-reliefs by Giotto and 
bronze doors by Ghiberti. The crowd, massed 
between Our Lady of Flowers, the Baptistery, the 
Campanile, the Tour des Adimari and the Bigallo, 
pressed against masterpieces on every side. A 
Guichardm and a Castellani escorted the bride to 
the Tornabuoni Palace. In the evening there was 
dancing in the Place San Michele Berteldi — now 
the Piazza San Gaetano — close to the palaces of 
the Tornabuoni which have since entirely dis- 
appeared. On the other side of the city torches 
were burning in their iron rings along the whole 
length of the Borgo degli Albizzi, All Florence 
was en fete. Never did a girl enter upon her 
new life with a gayer step. 

Then the painters and sculptors set to work. 
They made haste, as if they remembered that she 
belonged to a short-hved family, ^ with which a 
sitting would not last long and a profile would 
soon be lost in the darkness which never ends. 
Botticelh came to the Villa Tornabuoni, nowadays 

^ Her eldest sister, Albiera, died at the age of sixteen, stricken by fever 
on the evening of her first ball She veas mourned by the whole city. 
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the Villa Lcmmi, whither the young couple had 
gone to spend the early days of their mamed 
hfe, and discussed mythology with Pohnan while 
he was pamting on the walls the frescoes which 
arc now m the Louvre. Niccolo Fiorentmo 
moulded the medal which we now sec at the Bar- 
gcUo Ghirlandajo pamted the bnde at least 
twice on the first occasion, from the life, on 
the panel, long smee famous, called Petrarch’s 
Laura, which passed from the Tornabuom family 
to that of the Pandolfini, and is now the property 
of Mr Pierpont Morgan The second time was 
from memory, and was a copy of the carher por- 
trait, which had simply been traced on the wall 
with drapery added , this is in the fresco m Santa 
Mana Novella, m which she appears behind Saint 
Elizabeth m The Ftsitatton 
This latter is the most famous of all the portraits 
of Giovanna Tornabuom, and the best known to 
those who spell out her name and know nothing 
of her life. Every visitor to the Domimcan 
Church notices this beautiful lady She is sumptu- 
ously clad Her red satin skirt is covered with 
gold network, held with sdver buttons, and her 
mantle is of embroidered gold tissue One 
sees her left profile as she advances, tall and 
erect, among the humble women of the Gospel 
She seems to be takmg care that no detail of her 
toilette should be disarranged, and she is carrying 
her kerchief in her hand as a lady on a round of 
visits might carry her card-case. Her hair is 
coiled flat agamst the back of her head m the 
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[former] English fashion, and from a tlircad round 
her neck hangs a cluster of pearls. . . • Tlic 
whole figure stands out sharply against a back- 
ground of ramparts, drawbridges, ruined triumphal 
arches and campaniles which vaguely resembles 
Florence.^ 

The dress is a little ostentatious, and even the 
least pious of visitors is almost shocked by it. 
But we need not imagine that such luxury seemed 
natural to all Giovanna’s contemporaries. A few 
years after this fresco was painted, when its colours 

I The identity of this figure has been discussed at length A pissngc 
in Vasari gives it as a portrait, not of Giovanna Tomabuoni but of Ginctra 
di Bcnci, who died much earlier, in 1473 But on the other hand, this 
does not resemble the face which wc have in the Lous re and, cxactl) 
behind her, there is another face which docs From which it would 
follow that Giovanna Tomabuoni docs, m fact, appear in the Santa Maria 
Novella fresco, painted to the glory of the Tomabuoni, but not in the 
place usually assigned to her and under the conditions which we ha\c just 
mentioned As to the panel portrait of Giovanna Tomabuoni bj Ghir- 
landajo (Picrpont Morgan collection) which is identical with the face 
in Santa Maria Novella, no one knows what to make of it under the above 
hypothesis, and so it is carefully left unmentioncd 

But to end all discussion it is only necessary to Like Niccolo Fiorcntino’s 
medal, bearmg the inscription Joama albtxi usorLaurenln de T orr aborts, 
and to compare it wath the face in Santa Maria Nov’clla and also with the 
portrait m the Pierpont Morgan collection in all three cases it is bejond 
question the same woman 

If, next, we take the medal with the inscription Laurentius Tornabor.ts 
10 fi and compare it with the fresco on the Escalier Daru, m the Louvre, 
representing a young man before a tribunal of ladies, the man m each 
case is the same Now this fresco, painted in honour of the joung man, was 
beside the other, painted in honour of the young girl, in thc'Villa Toma- 
buoni, and both are the work of the same artist, executed immediately 
after the young man s marriage The w’oman here represented, therefore, 
IS m all probability his wife And she is certainly Giovanna Tomabuoni 
in spite of the small resemblance here to the three other portraits of her 
which we have There is no certainty, but no other hypothesis comes so 
close to the truth 
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were still glowing in a way which \vc cannot 
see noivadays, Savonarola was thundenng from 
the pulpit against these jewels and buttons and 
brocades And a hundred years earher all Florence 
was resounding with the magistrates’ denounce- 
ments of the luxury in feminine fashions The 
portrait of Giovanna, in the middle of a church 
and beside the Blessed A'lrgin, shows us how 
much a century of sermons and legislation, and 
how much the fear of eternal piinislimcnt and 
that of avil fines had been able to accom- 
plish 1 As an example of this Franco Sacchetti 
gives us an account of the womes of a judge, 
Messer Amenghi da Pesaro, whose duty it was 
to attend to the administration of the sumptuary 
regulations This account is well-known, but it 
svill bear rcpetiuon while we arc on the subject 
of the Santa Mana Novella fresco 

My Lords,” he addressing the Pntn “ My Lords, 
I have worked all my life (o leaxn to gi>x sound judgment, and 
now, when I thought I had some knowledge, I pcrca\x that 
I ha\c none. For when I begin my enquiry, according to orden 
received from jou, into the question of the omaraenti which your 
wives arc forbidden to wear, these ladies produced in their delwee 
ajgMmenti which 1 had hitherto not suspected as existing. I 
propose to repeat some of them to you. One lady arrived wrapped 
m a festooned cloak. My nota^ said ‘ Your name, please 
you ajc wearing a festooned cIcoL* Whereupon the go^ lady 
pulled out the end of the festoon, which was atached to the doalc 
by a pm, and holdmg it m her hand answered, That ! That • 
a garland 1 

** My man then went outside and found a woman wearing a 
number of buttons on the front of her dress. To her he said 
You have no nght to wear these buttons. 

She replied Excuse me, Meisirc, I have every right to 
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wear them, for they are not buttons but cupels and if you do not 
believe me, look for yourself * they have no stems and, moreover, 
there are no button holes 

“ The notary then went up to another who was wearing 
ermine and said ; 

“‘What have you got to say in your defence? You arc 
wearing ermine ! ’ And he tried to take her name. The lady 
said * 

“ ‘ Do not put me down This is not ermine It is nursling’s 
fur.’ 

“ ‘ And what might this nursling be ? ’ demanded tlie notary. 
To which the lady retorted . 

“ * It IS an animal I ’ ” 

After that we can understand the lines written 
by a member of the Guild of Merchants, on the 
margin of the Sumptuary Statutes : 

If there is anyone to whom you wish ill 
Send him to Florence to be an official 

But these, after all, are stories for the moralists. 
The artists were in no way shocked by this display 
of luxury. They added to it if they could. In 
their eyes nothing seemed too beautiful for Giovanna 
Tornabuoni. They affixed laudatory scrolls to her 
portraits, and added enthusiastic dedications. 

ARS UTINAM MORES 
ANIMUMQUE EFFINGERE 
POSSES, PULCHRIOR IN TER 
IS NULLA TABELLA FORET 
MCCCCLXXXVm 

wrote Ghirlandajo on a tablet at die bottom of the 
portrait which is now in the Pierpont IVIorgan 
collection. Niccolo Florentine inscribed round 
his medal these words, which you can read on a 
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bnght morning if you lean over the glass case m 
the second storey of the Bargello “ Castitas — 
PoLCHRiTODo — Amor.” Botticclli WTOtc nothmg 
on the fresco which is now m the Louvre, hut he 
painted a dehaous httle Cupid holding up an 
escutcheon It represented the child, the first- 
horn, who was to uphold and perpetuate the arms 
of the Tomahuom 

Scarcely had these arnsts finished their work, 
perhaps even before they had finished it, when 
the fairies’ fatal gift had done its task, Giovanna 
died during her second confinement, when she 
vras only twenty years old Thus neither age, nor 
neglect, nor regrets were to come to dim the image 
of the world reflected in those lovely, innocent, 
wide-open eyes. 

Noble blood, beauty, a son, nches, a husband $ lore, wit^ dt*, 
tinction of manner and of mind — all these made me happy, but 
all these the cruel Fates — to make my death more bitter-— hare 
ihown me rather than given me 1 

Thus Pohtian made her complain, in the epitaph 
which he composed for her Unintentionally he 
here cxplams that fresco of ours m the Louvre. 
"Shown rather than given ” that is indeed 
the gesture of those mcomprehensible figures. 

The tvnn fresco m the Louvre is similarly 
hidden away It is perhaps even more difficult 
to see, and is m a more gloomy place— on the 
other side of the door which leads to the XVIIIth- 
century gallery Looking closely, however, one 
eventually distmguishes the profile of what might 
be a seminanst, a stnphng with long hair, weanng 
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a cassock, whom a young woman, with down- 
cast look, IS leading by the tips of licr fingers 
towards a tribunal of women seated in a semi-circle 
m some sacred wood. After investigation wc 
recognize this profile : it is the same as that which 
IS on a medal struck, or at least inspired by, Niccolo 
Florentine, with the inscription Laiircntius Toma- 
bonus, and having on the reverse side a robed and 
armed Mercury with the words Virginis ns hahi- 
tumque gerens et viiginis anna. It is certainly 
the same head — the pointed profile, the rather 
heavy cheeks, the protruding eyes, the half con- 
cave line of forehead and nose — that wc see here. 
This, then, is the husband of Giovanna degh 
Albizzi, “ the mirror of elegance.” This is the 
same youth whom one secs in tlic clioir of Santa 
Maria Novella in the fresco Saint foachvn Driven 
from the Temple, and almost facing The Visitation, 
in which his young \vifc appears behind Saint 
Elizabeth. 

Here he has less easy grace. He has the air 
of a shy young man whom a feminine protector 
IS presenting to a committee of ladies instructed 
to bestow some prize. That is precisely what is 
happening, for the ladies represent Philosophy, 
Music, Astronomy, Grammar and Rhetoric. . . . 
They are to bestow upon him prizes for. Litera- 
ture, for Elegance, for taste and decorum, in 
the form of beautiful medals which he is collecting 
for Lorenzo the Magnificent ; and finally, the 
most coveted of all, the prize for Youth. One can 
scarcely see the faded outlines of the figures, but 
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among them are some which rescmhle Fates or 
Sorceresses And while one is looking at this 
queer gathenng, the hght, which never lasts long 
on the Escaher Daru, begms to go and the walls 
pass mto shadow Whereupon the faces change 
their aspect and hecome simster Now one can 
only see silhouettes and their groupmg is hke 
that of judges m a court rather than hke that of 
the Muses m a sacred wood 

As the darkness mcreascs, memones come back 
to us, memones of the history of Florence under 
the Repubhc We remember another tnbunal 
before which this same youth appeared The 
hearing took place m an anaent palace before 
the Hutt de la Fata We are now m 1497 
Eleven years have passed smee the young Torna- 
buom had this fresco painted nme years since 
he bore Giovanna to the family vault m Santa 
Mana Novella, Smee then the aty has changed 
hands The Media have been dnven from 
Florence, and we are now m the reign of Savonarola 
The bnlhant “ mirror of elegance,” loyal to the 
family which arranged his mamage for him, has 
become imphcated in a conspiracy to bung about 
the return of the Media An obscure underhng, 
a certain Lamberto de 1 Antella, has betrayed him 
and four other nobles with him He is arrested 
and put to the torture of the cord 
Whoever is put to the torture is done for 
Evidence suffiaent for conviction is then available, 
but the sentence is discussed mdefinitely Each 
junsdicnon in turn declares itself mcompetent 
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to deal with the case. The Hurt dc la Pa lx send 
the accused back to the Court of Lords, wlio 
send them back to the Hint, who send tliem back 
to the Council of Eighty, who demand the institu- 
uon of a Consulte, Italy is known to be favourably 
disposed towards the accused, and efforts arc made 
to find excuses. A message is sent to ask a visionary, 
then much in vogue, what inspiration Heaven 
sends. He answers that it lias been revealed to 
him that the aged Bernardo del Nero is to be thrown 
from a window. But die others ? What is to be 
done with them ? 

For nine consecutive hours a hundred and eighty 
judges, red with anger or pale with fear, sluit up 
in secret session in die Palais Vieux, listen to 
reports, talk, argue, cat — for they arc not allo\^cd 
to leave the room until diey have wound up the 
debate — ^while far away, in a cell in San Marco, a 
terrible monk, a monk widi a profile like that of 
a sheep, stirs them to action. The first verdict of 
the Court is a fearful one : “ The ban of rebels,” 
but there is an appeal. It is August, the month 
of great heat and pests. The Palais Vicux is 
like a cauldron in which something infernal is 
brewing. After five days’ argument and delay 
the more violent force the others to agree to die 
sentence. It is to be death for the five accused, 
the eldest of whom, Bernardo del Nero, is seventy- 
three and the youngest, he whose picture we see 
here, is twenty-nine. It is known that Italy is 
tenderly inclined towards this noble head, diis 

youthful head of a scholar and a humanist, filled 
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with the treasures of the Renaissance Therefore 
the wavcrers and the inhabitants of neighbouring 
aties must be confronted with an accomphshed 
fact. The execution is hurried on there is no 
waitmg for the morrow In torchhght the Court 
descends. The “ Eight ” satisfy themselves that 
the sentence will be executed The block is 
ready m the courtyard of the palace adjoining 
the Palais Vieux Bernardo del Nero is the first. 
The last to fall under the sword is Lorenzo Toma- 
buom By morning all is over His name 

IS inscnbcd m the records of deaths m his pansh 
church of Santa Mana Novella, and is followed 
by the temblc announcement which appears so 
often at this time after the date “ Cum Sanguine ” 

The whole people mourned them fsays Luca Landuca m hi* 
journal], EvciTone was astonished that such a thing could hare 
been done and could scarcely bdiere it They were put to death 
on the same night and I was reduced to tears, for at Tomaipimci 
I saw the bier of the young Lorcnxo passing by very shortly after 
his death. 

Thus were extmguishcd, after so short-lived a 
splendour, the two wraiths that on clear days we 
see appealing on the staircase of the Louvre and 
which we can sec any morning behmd the altar 
of Santa Mana Novella m Florence Lorenzo 
and Giovanna Tomabuonu But for the pamters 
and sculptors their fates would have been nothmg 
to us, and would have been hidden under the folded 
robe of history — the great dissembler a few 
strokes of the brush on a wall, the imprmt of a 
finger on wax, redeem them for us and make them 
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stand out, youthful and clear-cut, in conspicuous 
contrast with the dim crowd of their contemporaries. 
Thanks to Art, these two lovely children live again 
and are loved. 

The worship of them scarcely ever ceases. 
One does not often see it celebrated in the Louvre. 
The shadows in which their portraits are wrapped 
prevent the casual visitor from stopping in front 
of them. Their story is not well known. But 
at Santa Maria Novella it is another thing alto- 
gether I The light is always good m the mornings 
behind the altar in the choir of the old Dominican 
church. At the same time that we are deciphering 
that face on the staircase of the Louvre on the 
banks of the Seine, we can be quite sure that 
farther south, on the banks of the Arno, there are 
others who are looking at it, too, and trying to 
penetrate its meaning. Leaning on the stalls, or 
upright at the choir desks, in tiers on the wooden 
steps, waiting for a favourable light — tliey see her 
approaching from one side, in left profile, very 
erect in her mantle with its heavy, straight folds, 
and following Saint Elizabeth, who is embracing 
the Blessed Virgin. Facing her on the opposite 
wall, amongst that group of XVth-century people 
in the foreground of Saint foachim Driven from the 
Temple^ they search for her young husband, 
Lorenzo Tornabuoni, 

As soon as the service is over the long file of 
visitors begins to pass and to stammer p^ans of 
admiration m every language in the world. They 

are as much interested m the short life of the 
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beautiful Giovanna as in The Visitation, and there 
IS no one who is not more touched by the tragic 
end of Lorenzo Tornabuom than by the mis- 
fortunes of Saint Joachim These pjgnms 

from every country in Europe and from both 
the Americas are thus unwittingly devotees of 
that rehgion which, without ritual and without 
dogma, umtes in one communion so many different 
souls the rehgion of fine types of humanity 
For the rest, it matters little for what cause 
these fine types hved enough that they lived 
ardently, passionately and for things other than 
themselves. Our attraction for heroes is in no 
way measured by the philosophic trappmgs with 
which they were hampered or by means of which 
they sought to do battle with mankind Savona- 
rola ordered the “ vambes ’ with which Giovanna 
adorned herself to be burnt he had Lorenzo 
beheaded, or allowed him to be so He himself 
was burnt in his turn The same tourists who 
were just now busy paying homage to his memory 
in his cell in the convent of Saint Mark come 
hither to pay equal homage to theirs. Our piety 
can easily rcconale all these heroes who fought 
each other and proscribed each other, and who, 
in destroying themselves, expected to destroy 
human passions as well We know that they were 
followmg an illusion But we love them for the 
ardour with which they followed it. 
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LA BELLA SI MON ETTA 
MT CHANTILLY 



Portraits of Simonctta dci Cattatici, the wife of Mirco dc 
Vcspuccij known as La Iklla Simonctta 

Authentic Profile portrait of a uonnn painted on wood, 
height 57 cm, width 42 cm, in the room tailed La 'Irtlmc at 
Chantilly, attributed to Pollajuolo 

Presumed portraits which hear resembhnee . i^t, the }i ntre 
known as Abundance^ in one corner of '1 he Jhrth cj Saint J'^f^ 
the Baptist in the choir of Santa Maria Notclla at I lormcr, 
attributed to Ghirlandajo , 2nd, the figure known as /Vrw in 
Botticelli’s Spungy in the Academ) at riortnee , 3rd, the i'evus 
in the picture known as Mors and Venus by Botticelli in the 
National Gallery, 4th, the Venus in the Ihxth cf Vet us j In 
Botticelli in the Uffizi 

Presumed portraits which do not bear resemblance 1st, the 
portrait of Bella Simonetta, attributed to Botticelli, m the museum 
at Berlin , 2nd, the profile, known as “ Portrait of a Woman 
with a Plaited Pearl Necklace,” attributed to Botticelli, in the 
Staedel Institute at Frankfort , 3rd, the Bella Simonetta in the 
Pitti Palace, attributed cither to Botticelli or to an unknown 
painter, Amteo di Sandio , 4th, the figure of Chastity in the 
Fight bciivccn Love and Chastity m the National Galler) , 5th, 
the figure of Procris in the Death of Preens b) Piero di Cosirno 
in the National Gallery , 6th, the figure of tlic only girl whose 
hair is visible, shown on her knees near the The Madonna of Pity\ 
in a fresco by Ghirlandajo above the altar or ” chapel ” of the 
Vespucci in the Ognissanti church in Florence 



LA BELLA SIMONETTA 
AT CHANTILLT 

A mongst those who noted Gio- 

vanna Tomabuoni’s entry into the world 
in i486, there wrere many who remem- 
hered another queen of Elorcntinc hearts who 
had disappeared m the flower of her youth ten 
years earher the lady whom we can see at Chan- 
tilly in the room knowm as La Tribune — the 
beautiful Simonetta whom cscryonc knew and 
whom everyone mourned — Giovanna herself per- 
haps the very eyes which we see in paint in 
the fresco m the Louvre, must, when they were 
those of a child, have more than once stared at 
the profile which we now sec in the httle panel at 
Chantilly But whereas the beautiful ’Vanna 

was famous because of her hfe and was the subject 
of defimte portraits, the beautiful Simonetta, had 
she not died, might never have been suspected of 
hving by which I mean that she might have been 
nothmg else but a dream — the dream of a poet 
and a painter, a symbol of one season of the year 
or of onri moment in human sensibility, an encounter 
of art and the soul which the world has only once 
known Have you ever chanced to be present at 
some festival where the sun, the time of year, 
youth, some artist amvmg from far off, the ghmpses 
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of the future, friendships formed and memories 
shared in common, made up a harmony so rare 
that you had tlie feeling, even though you uere 
not an expert in the theory of probabilities, that 
years, centuries, would pass before that set of 
circumstances would repeat itself? Such were 
tlie circumstances of Simonctta’s appearance in 
the world. 

It was in 1469. There was a universal rcju\ena- 
tion of thought and art : statues sprang from the 
ground ; banquets were dazzhngly magnificent ; 
young artists were in the first enthusiasm of their 
youth. Botticelli was tventy-fivc, Ghirlandajo 
twenty, Verrocchio thirty-four. Printing was being 
tested for the first time in Italy. A new reign 
was beginning in Florence. Navigatorb were 
watching new worlds tlirusting themselves from 
the depths of the seas. Archaeologists were bring- 
ing up new figures from tlie earth. Men’s eyes 
took in tvv'o immense horizons — the new hemi- 
sphere and antiquity. There was peace. There 
was spring. There was love. And then there 
came a woman who seemed to bring all this in 
the folds of her mantle, in tlie golden curls of her 
hair, in the very gestures of her ten fingers. She 
was called Simonetta dci Cattanei, and she was 
sixteen years old. She was born at Porto Vcnerc, 
near Genoa, and was a member of a great family 
of merchants. She had just been brought to 
Florence by a young Florentine, who was sixteen 
too, as she was, and, even as she, belonged to a 
great family of merchants and discoverers. He 
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was named Marco Vespucci.’ His cousm and 
schoolfellow, Amengo Vcspucca, was one day to 
discover Amenca As for himself, he had only 
discovered Simonetta, but for a long time his 
discovery was of much more prodigious mtercst to 
Florence. 

For It was a new world which he brought vnth 
him It was the Renaissance typified in a woman, 
the nymph of antiqmty who breathed and walked 
and spoke a language of fancy and hberty She 
spoke It to all these clerks and aU these churchmen, 
who were as yet not cleansed from their scholastic 
squalor and sdU a httle bewildered by the terrors 
of the Middle Ages. Their souls expanded as 
though after a long restraint The chains dropped 
from them And on the wax of his imagination, 
stdl soft, Botticelh received the impression of an 
ideal which was destined never to be efi^aced 

It vras preasely at this moment that two young 
brothers, scholars and poets both of them, were 
on the point of mountmg unobtrusively upon 
an mvisible throne and were begmmng their 
reign Lorenzo de Media, called “ the Magnifi- 
cent,” and Giuhano de Media, who might 

* It U difficult to nndcntxod or eren to whjf in loine atUo^oot 
ind officaJ guide booki tt Chmtill y Uie Loarre Florenre, wnilni 
b7 rtnoos memben of the InstitatEv It Belk Sunonetti u grren o the 
diDghter of a. VeJpuco, who would then be ■ Oenoese, ■nd ts mimed 
to I Ckttineo, who would then be i Florentine — wherein ire mey erron 
m I few wordi — oar wh/ Giovtnni degH Albizzi, who named Loroizo 
Tomibuom, a gi ren is i Tamibuom, who would hive thoi named in 
Albizzi Nothmg cm explim such i confimcK) of nimet, for there las 
never been the lout doubt is to the identity of either the former or the 
litter But IS It las fbuod its wwj mto more thn one ippirently entditc 
mooognph. It IS neceimy to sahe i note of it here. 

D 


49 




Celebrities of the Italian Renaissance 

equally well have been called “ the Thinker. 
From the day when they first saw tlie girl wlio 
was known as “ the Star of Genoa, the tuo 
brothers were dazzled by her and followed lier 
with an admiration which ceased only at her 
death. It lasted seven years. During those seven 
years Simonetta presided over all the feasts which 
tlie Medici gave in their palace of Via Larga 
(nowadays the Riccardi Palace), in tlicir villas 
at Careggi, at Ficsolc and at Cafaggiiiolo. Her 
gaiety communicated itself to everyone. Lorenzo 
was distracted from her by affairs of State, but 
Giuliano never left her. Lie went cverywlierc 
where she went, lost in his dream of love : a dream 
too well known, too public, too much sung by 
the poets and symbolized by the painters — and 
too litde denounced by the women — to have 
been anything but platonic. The husband, Marco 
Vespucci, seldom made an appearance. But of 
what account was the husband of a symbol ? 

Then came tlie giostia of 1475, those 

{hes which are like a bright ray illuminating a 
whole generation ; a spontaneous blooming, a 
mirror in which a nation recognizes itself, witli 
all Its reserves of strengtli, of art, of wealth, of 
will-power — something such as was the 1889 
Exhibition for the France of our day, or, for 
Victorian England, the Spitliead Revie'^ — one of 
those dazzling microcosms widi which cye-wntncsscs 
afterwards bore the younger generation by des- 
cribing at length without being able to give any 
real conception of it. This giostra, or tourna- 
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mcnt, was given m honour of la Bella Simonetta 
on the anniversary of her baptism, 28 January, 
1475 1 ° gloomy Place Santa Croce, the name 

of which recalls httle else but tombs to the minds 
of modem tounsts, Giuhano de Media was seen 
advanang mto the hsts bearmg a banner on which 
was a picture of Simonetta as a helmeted Pallas 
Athene beneath the picture were the words m 
French “ La Sans Paretlle ” And he, naturally 
enough, was the wmner, for the Florentmes were 
experts at organising a fdte. Simonetta crowned 
him with her own hands, amidst the applause of 
a whole people — a people mounted on the steps 
of the old Franascan church and on wooden 
galleries, and pressed into overhangmg balcomes 
gay with long, bnghtly-coloured mats. The whole 
of Florence proudly saw itself mirrored in this 
couple, these perfect types of humamty which its 
effort towards the Beautiful had produced 

From this moment the platomc love of the two 
heroes could grow no greater and could only be 
satisfied when death came. The fates which had 
so carefully arranged these two fives did not fail 
them m the end A year later, on 26 April 1476, 
Simonetta died of phthisis. Two years later, to 
the very day, on 26 Apnl 1478, Giuhano was 
struck down by the followers of the Paazi, m the 
choir of Our Lady of Flowers.' The two lovers 

X Thu dite,26-a7th April, *eem»»ikted cue m the Iu*toi7 of Florence 
It wu OD the night 26-37 April, 1476 that It BeQt Simcaicttt dietL It 
vrt5 on a6 Apru, 1478 thit the rebellran of the Pxzxi took On 

36 April, 1527 ocenrred the Itrt tenons npnsmg igtmrt the Meia. 
And It Is from 37 April, 1859 thtt we dtte the IttDin Rcrolotioo tt 
Florence tnd the begmmngs of real nttwniEt7 
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entered into history, as Lorenzo and Giovanna 
Tornabuoni were destined to enter later — by the 
narrow gate reserved for those beloved of the gods. 

The arrival from Genoa, the devotion of a young 
prince himself destined for a tragic end, the gtostra, 
the triumph : that is all we know of /a Bella Simon- 
etta. The rest is only paintings and psychology. 
But what paintings 1 Botticelli’s type caught for 
all time, refined, idealized ; the type represented 
in his Spring and in his Birth oj Venus — the latter 
being, if one chooses to think so, her arrival from 
Genoa, the former her triumph at the spring 
festival. . . . And what psychology ! The 
psychology of one born to be a queen, that is, of 
a woman who had the essential quality of a queen : 
to be a light for all and a shadow for none, to 
attract all men’s hearts and yet to make no woman 
jealous, to give everyone the impression tliat she 
saw none but he, and yet to let no one feel for- 
gotten ; to possess a beauty such that her triumph 
in the tournament was a public joy and her death 
in the prime of youth an occasion for national 
mourning ; to be wept for by all — save perhaps 
her husband, who remarried soon afterwards — 
leaving an impression so deep in all hearts that 
thirty-four years after her death, her painter, 
Botticelli, stdl faithful to her, asked to be buried 
at her feet.^ ... 

. Amongst other excellent gifts [wrote Politian] her 
manners were so gentle and so attractive that even those who were 

* In the church of the Ognissanti, before the altar (or chapel) of the 
Vespucci 
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not porticuUrly inornate with her or to whom the gare but email 
•ttenoon, bchrv'cd theraselra to be the umquc objects of her 
affection. Yet no woman was really jealous of her, and all of 
them praised her without restrainL And it teems an extra* 
ordinary thin^ that so many men could love her to distraction, 
without exanng jealousy 

Such IS the evidence of those who wrote about 
her 

Now for the diagnosis of those who painted her 
Let us pause before the portrait at Chantilly when 
the hght IS good, that is to say, towards the end 
of the afternoon, when the shadows are beginning 
to lengthen on the lawns and when the hounds, at 
exerase, move noiselessly over the short grass. 
Observe the profile, standing out against a green 
and violet mist, the upulted nose which sniffs 
the fohage, the mouth which tastes the air, the 
long neck, upnght as the stem of a flower, seeming 
to pomt to heaven Let us discard what docs not 
belong to the woman herself, but only to the penod 
and Its fashion — the tresses and the jewels behind 
them, lookmg almost like a battle of serpents in 
chams of pearls, the rubies which droop hke 
chemes, the “ brocchetta da testa," fixed at the 
top of her head like a hghmmg-conductor, the 
very apotheosis of fantasy What is the dcasivo 
feature in this physiognomy, the “ mark of dts- 
similanty ” which distmgmshes it from a hundred 
other portraits of the same penod ? It is her 
expression, with the cyehd raised a shade too 
much and the eye itself fixed on a pomt just a 
htdc above the horizontal , it is her look, which 
16 directed at our foreheads mstcad of mto our 
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eyes : it is this, combined with a smiling mouth, 
which always gives a face a suggestion of 
astonishment. 

Hence the “ extraordinary thing ” which sur- 
prised Politian is explained. For the secret of 
popular sympatliy is very simple : we love those 
who love life ; we love the woman wlio says to 
us, “ See how beauuful life is I ” and proves it 
to us by being beautiful herself ; who, more- 
over, admires other women because she enjoys 
being astonished ; wdio, endlessly mar\THing and 
dehghted, discovers colours, sounds, rhythms, 
inspirations, scents, gestures and minds, as if she 
were seeing them for tlie first time, and in doing 
so renew's tlieir freshness for us ; who propagates 
infectious enthusiasm amongst us, bored and weary 
though we may be, and wins us over to the sacred 
cause of Life — the opposite, in short, of tlie “ fatal 
woman ” who is only loved by one or by a few 
and to their detriment, the “ providential ” woman 
who IS loved by all and for their benefit. 

It IS different, this, from vice and different, too, 
from virtue. It is independent of botli tlie one 
and the other. It responds to a feeling quite other 
than either admiration or desire : it responds to 
the need for believing in the beauty of the world, 
in spite of all the reasons that there may be for 
doubting its existence. Pessimists are olten heroes 
and sometimes saints. They can be practical and 
material benefactors of humanity. But only the 
optimists are popular, and only they are universally 
loved. And from the popularity of a human 
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being, when such is witnessed to by history, we 
can boldly conclude that he or she ^vas an optimist 
Thus Simonctta appears to us a person sur- 
prised and dehghted at finding herself on earth, 
happy m the happiness of others, organizer of 
their pleasures, inspircr of fetes and images and 
works of art by the wonder whieh she expressed 
in It all, rcjoiang to the full in hfe, in the swift- 
moMng hfe which perhaps she felt to be escaping 
her, pihng up sensations, ideas, memories in the 
narrow frame of her career, as one heaps prcaous 
things in a chest just before one starts on a journey, 
receptive in the highest degree, hurrying to see 
everything in this world before leaving it 
It IS enough to look at the portraits that were 
painted in her hkeness at this date to guess that 
death was near We know of no authentic por- 
traits except the one at Chantilly, but we know 
that BotUcelU painted no one but her His 
Madonnas, his Venuscs, his allegones — all were 
taken from her That face with the jximtcd 
chin, the prominent cheekbones, the eyes wide 
open with fever, of which Tame said “ She 
promises us Infinity, and she herself is not certam 
of living ” IS hers She is that sick Venus whom 
we see m the middle of the Spring, wrapping 
herself m a cloak so as not to catch cold, amongst 
the Grahes dad in gauze and crystal Painters 
arc often prophets A portrait is a diagnosis. 
How many times must the artist, durmg the long 
hours of his sittmgs, have watched his modd 
and seen the approach of that which neither family 

S5 



Celebrities of the Italian Renaissance 

nor friends yet suspected 1 How many times he 
must have said to himself, as he achieved her 
likeness : “ She is not long for this world ! ” 

In April 1476 the wasting away of this ardent 
nature became apparent to all. An intermittent 
fever came on and phthisis was suspected. The 
Vespucci, seized with panic, took tlic invalid away 
to what was the great purifier of those days, the 
sea, and installed her at Piombino, facing the isle 
of Elba, where Giuliano dc Medici had undergone 
a cure and been healed of a w'ound. Her mother 
hurried over from Genoa. The two Medici, kept 
away by afiFairs of State, one at Florence, the other 
at Pisa, sent daily couriers to bring new^s of the 
phases of her illness or of any rays of hope that 
there might be. The letters w'hich tlicy received 
from Simorietta’s brother-in-law, Piero Vespucci, 
are still extant, and these show tlie position which 
the nymph held in the lives of everyone. On 
18 April 1476 he wrote : 

Simonetta is in much the same condition as when you left 
her, but is perhaps a little better Wc are obeying the instructions 
both of Maitre Stefano and of the other doctors with diligence 
and we will act as quickly as possible . . 

On the 2oth April : 

By the help of God and thanks to the skill of Maitre Stefano, 
Simonetta has improved considerably There is less* fever and 
weakness, less difficulty in breathing, and she eats and sleeps 
better According to the doctors her illness will last a long time 
and there are but few remedies except taking good care of her 
And seeing that this progress is largely due to you, we all, including 
her mother, who is at Piombino, send you our heartfelt thanks . 
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Six days later 

I wrote a few dajn ago to tell you of the Improvement in 
Simonctta a condition unfortunately it has not bem mamtaincd 
as I expected and as we all hoped. This evening Maltre Stefmo 
and M^tre Moyse held a consultation on the quesnon of what 
medicme to give her they deaded that she must take it and saw 
that she did. We carmot say what good it svfll do but may God 
grant us our wishes for her 1 The doctors arc not m a gree s 
ment on the cause of her lUneas. Maltre Stciano has declared 
that It IS neither a hectic fever nor consumption, but Maltre 
Moyse contradicts him. 

At last, two days later, Lorenzo the Magnificent, 
who was at Pisa, received the expected news 
" The blessed soul of Simonetta has gone to Para- 
dise,” one of his intimates wrote to him 

Indeedj one might say that this was a second Triumph — over 
Death this ome — for, truly, if you had seen her as she lay dead 
you would have found her as liautiful and as graaous as when 
the svas alive. Rtpatitrl m fecr I 

Thus began the first act of a worship which was 
destined never to end On receipt of the news 
Lorenzo went out into the calm spring night to 
stroll about with a fnend, and while they were 
discussmg her death he suddenly stopped short 
to look at a star which had never before seemed to 
him to biiUiaiae, 

“ See I ” he exclaimed “ There is the soul of 
that ddightful woman 1 Either she has changed 
mto this- new star or she has joined herself to 
It. ” 

And on another evemng of the same spnng, whde 
he was passing through the gardens of one of his 
villas, he noticed a sunflower which “ m the evenmg 
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keeps Its face turned towards tlic west, which has 
robbed it of its vision of the sun until, in the 
morning, tlic sun reappears in the cast. . . 
And he saw in that an “ image of our fate wlicn wc 
lose someone whom wc love : wc remain witli 
all our droughts turned towards the last impression 
which we had of the vision now lost to us. 

It is a curious dring, but this impression has 
lasted until to-day. Simonctta, who died four 
and a half centuries ago, bewitches the critics, 
infatuates the historians, and gives a semblance of 
imagination even to those accustomed to the de- 
ciphering of old manuscripts. . . . People seem to 
see her appearing and disappearing in the old frames 
of the portraits, like a beloved face at every window, 
or between die trunks of dre trees in a forest or 
in every corner of a fresco, in die angles of every 
chapel, shrouded by the smoke of the candles, in 
every obscure recess, half hidden by the plaster 
of the ancient city of lilies, and in every museum in 
the world ' . . . Every time they sec a Botti- 
celh of which they do not know the name they 

^ Politian’s verses are too lovely and too little known to be omitted 
at the moment when we are taking leave of la Bella Simonctta 

Dum pulcra cfFertur Simonctta fcrctro 
Blandus et cxammi spirat m ore lepos 
Nactus Amor tempus quo non sibi turba cavarct, 
lecit ab occlusis miUc faces ocuhs . , 

MiUe animos cepit viventis imagine risus 
Ac morti insultans — ^Est mca, dixit, adhuc , 

Est mea, dixit, adhuc nondum totam cripis illam . 

Ilia vel exammis militat ccce mihi — 

Dixit et ingemuit neque enim satis apta triumphis 
Ilia puer vidit tempora sed lacrymis 
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dedarc “ It is she 1 It is la Bella Simonetta I ” 
They think they see her, now presiding over the 
Dance of the Graces and at the distribution of 
roses, now upnght and nude on a scallop pushed 
by chubby zephyrs towards the nver bank where 
a nymph is waitmg to redothe her m a flowered 
wrap which flutters m the wind, now raising a 
finger to Heaven, calling the gods to witness the 
injustice meted out to the unfortunate Apelles 
whom the Funes are dragging along by the hair 
Standing before the Spring they say 

" That 16 she with the flowers m her mouth ” 

“ No, It’s the one fully dressed and bestowing a 
blessing, with a sad expression as though she were 
already suffering from her last illness.” 

“ No, It s the one m the flowered robe, cotmng 
forward scattering roses 1 ” 

And in the end a enne always appears and says 
“ You are aU of you wrong It is absurd to 
attribute any one of the figures to her Identifica- 
tion IS impossible La Bella Simonetta is lost for 
ever, and you will never see her agam ” 

But for an instant those people were happy 
And a moment afterwards they begm agam 
In the National Gallery they try to decipher a 
cunous game which is bemg played m a dcU by 
a girl dressed as if for tenms on a lawn strewn 
with broken arrows and flowers m full bloom 
With a shield embossed like the shell of a tortoise 
held m her left hand, she is wardmg off the shafts 
of a handsome Cupid with shm legs and smewy 
arms, whde her nght hand is raised to throw over 
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him, hke a lasso, a kind of chaplet. Once again 
they are saying : 

“ It is she. It is Chastity, with Simonetta’s 
features, strugghng with Love, with the features 
of Giuliano de Medici. . . 

In an adjoining room, in front of a recumbent 
Venus watching over a sleeping Mars teased by 
fauns who are blowing through a shell into his 
ears, devotees of Simonetta are whispering : 
“ Might not that be she ? ” 

They think they see her in the Pitti, in the 
Uffizi, in Frankfort, in Berlin, for “ the wish is 
father to the thought.” The hallucination is so 
strong that people have gone so far as to recognize 
her in a long equine face with a neck like a giraffe 
and fillets k la Botticelh,” which is in the Pitti — 
the exact antitliesis of our face at Chantilly. 
Finally, in the church of the Ognissanti in Florence, 
when the sacristan, carefully handling his rod, 
raises the red covering which conceals Ghirlandajo’s 
fresco called The Madonna of Pity, in front of 
the altar of the Vespucci, they ask the name of the 
girl with the bare forehead facing the young 
Amerigo Vespucci ? Is it not his cousin ^ Is it 
not Simonetta ? There she is ! There she is ! It 
is she ! . . . Thus, though dead for four hundred 
and fifty years, she is still amongst us, living the 
many-sided and uncertain life of a ghost. ‘ 

The most beautiful portrait of all, as everyone 
knows, IS at the Academy in Florence, in the 
Place Saint-Marc. The whole of Europe has 

passed before the Spring, hundreds of persons have 
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copied It, but no one has ever understood it. The 
innumerable commentancs which have been made 
upon It have not explained iL Go back and look 
at It again, ten years, twenty years, after you saw 
It for the first time Enter that dark and gloomy 
building, the Academy, make your way between 
unfinished marbles by Michael Angdo, which 
seem like an exhibition by a super-Rodm, and 
pause m front of BotUcelh’s riddle. Always it 
will surpass the memory which you had of it 1 
She IS as absurd as ever, gratuitously absurd, hope- 
lessly, mexcusably, endlessly absurd She comes 
straight at you, clad in that ridiculous dress on 
which arc stuck bunches of flowers exactly like 
those on the ground, and which is embroidered 
with a fringe of paper lace protrudmg m the wrong 
direction Her neck is encircled with a prize 
wreath which is too big for her, and her sleeves 
look as though they were made of fish scales. 
She IS scattering flowers which she seems to be 
pulhng from the embroidery of her dress, scattenng 
them in abundance on a lawn which has no need 
of them seeing that it is already so covered with 
flowers that there is no space for one’s feet between 
them And yet, as fight as though she had wmgs, 
she IS delightful ' 

* It IS gcnenlty admitted that the figote of Tlw* m BottkeUTi Spnng 
acd the whole gronpmg of the ptetnre hutured the folknvmg reno bf 
Pohoan m whi^ Simocietta u definitdf mmeated 
Ctadida i gB*, e Candida la rctta« 

Ma pnr dl roae e fior dipffita et d eiba 
Xx) maneSato cna ddl aorca testa 
Scande m la &cQte amilingote superba, 

Ridegli tttomo totU la foreata 
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Beside her a pregnant girl with a straw in her 
moutli IS turning round in her flight from a figure 
that looks like tliat of a drowned man, green and 
swollen, emerging from a tree and trying to blow 
on her neck. And the wind is beating on her 
hair as on flames. . . . Farther away, the tall 
and naked bodies of three fair-haired consumptives 
are at full upward stretch beneath the gossamer 
stuff which clotlres them, dancing in such a way 
that they touch earth only with their toes and 
each other in air by the tips of their fingers. A 
youth, with his back turned on them, is knocking 
down oranges with a stick. Who is it ? From 
the dirk hanging at his side and his semi-military 
bearing, we suspect that he is the guardian of the 
place. But it seems that this youtli is Mercury, 


Ell’ era assisa sopra la verdura 
AUegra, e ghirlandctta avea contesta 
Di quanti fior creasse mai natura, 

De’ quail era dipmta la sua vesta 
Poi con la bianca man npreso il Icmbo, 

Levassi in pid con di fior picno un grembo 

A1 regno ovc ogni Grazia si dilctta, 

Ove Belta di fiori al crin fa brolo, 

Ove tutto lascivo drieto a Flora 
Zefiro vola e la verde erba infiora 

Ivi non osa entrar ghiacciato vemo , 

Non vento e I’erbe o gli arbuscelli stanca ' 

In non volgon gli anni lor quademo , • 

Ma beta primavera mai non manca 

Ch’ e suoi enn biondi e crespi all’ aura spiega 

E miUe fiori in ghirlandetta lega 

(Stanze di Poliziano per la giostra del magnifico Gmbano di Piero de 
Medici, bbro primo ) 
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that his stick is his wand and that he is dispersing 
the clouds It is quite possible, for anything 

in this amazing affair is possible and nothing prob- 
able. But It IS also said that this is Giuhano de 
Media — m a queer garb for the future father of 
a Pope 1 Finally, m the middle of this group of 
setm-nude figures, a sad-faced, delicate woman, 
waghed down by a heavy doak, her head standing 
out sharply agamst a black bush, is making a 
gesture so vague that one cannot say whether she 
IS blessmg or protesting And above there bulges 
the httle body of a Cupid who is shooting an arrow 
at random, for his eyes are bandaged and he is 
about to miss everyone. 

We cannot but be moved — moved by the grace 
of this fantasy — and we will ask from it nothing 
more than the entirely sensuous joy which it has 
given the world for four hundred and thirty years. 
We will not load these airy figures with the heavy 
queries of the tximmentators For m any case 
BotUcelU defies analysis Did he intend to paint 
this ? Did he mean that ? Are the faces por- 
traits ? Are the portraits allegories ? Are the 
allegones illustrations for a poet ? Perhaps yes, 
perhaps no Perhaps both yes and no at once i 
Scholars are very cxactmg people for them 
thi n gs must be logical, but poor artists such as 
BotneeUr are content to give us thmgs which arc 
hcaunful 

He could have created this figure of Spring m a 
thousand different ways He could have begun 
with an allegory and ended with a portrait. He 
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could have made a study of a model and then 
transformed the portrait into an allegory. He 
could simply have reproduced a fete, a costume 
ball given by Simonetta. . . . Watteau, watch- 
ing the scenes of an Italian comedy, and then 
inventing a fairy world of his own, was possibly 
not without a predecessor. . . . \^ho can say 
what passes through the mind of an artist in 
the mystery of creation and composition ? What 
strange abuse of words, what unheard-of presump- 
tion there is in the mere term “ identification,” 
when the author himself would be hard put to it 
to indicate the starting point of what he saw and 
what he dreamed, of what he achieved without 
intention, of what he intended without achieving, 
of what he wished for, of what he avoided, of 
what he underwent I If he were there, and if 
we were to press him with the questions which 
are asked about his work, perhaps, with hands 
raised to Heaven, he would exclaim : “ And how 
should I know ? ” 

In actual fact, of all these portraits, real or 
supposed, and of all these faces which scholars 
vie with each other in identifying, there is only 
one which has the same hnes as our profile at 
Chantilly, and that one is not a masterpiece. 

It is the figure of Abundance in the right-hand 
corner of Saint Ehzabeth’s room in Santa Maria 
Novella. This figure is unfortunately badly drawn, 
and unworthy of Ghirlandajo. It is scarcely 
original, even. It is a repetition, in profile, of 

an identical figure by Pollajuolo that one can see 
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in the D6tne Museum on one ade of the Paliotto 
iTargento But what memones it evokes 1 She is 
arriving hke a whirlwind m Elizabeth’s room, 
bearmg on her head a plate piled high with frmts 
as though It were a monumental hat made out 
of a tart of grapes and half-npe pomegranates , 
flowmg behmd her is a scarf of Liberty which the 
wmd fills and shapes into a basket handle , two 
flasks bound with cords are swmgmg from her 
left arm , her figure is cut in two by a wide- 
pufFed fold , she is dressed m the Greek fashion 
and m bnght colours. At the pace at which she 
IS movmg she wiU have crossed the whole fresco 
before the beautiful but precise lady who is pre- 
cedmg her has reached the bedside of the woman m 
childbirth I 

If this IS not Simonetta it is a symbol of her 
It was thus that she swept across life. The amval 
of this mad, unconventional, prophetic allegory on 
the solemn domestic scene as played by the good 
ladies of Florence m the XV th century is the 
amval of the Renaissance itself All the other 
figures are real , they are wearing the costume of 
the period and are makmg the proper gestures — 
collected, practical that of the servant, for instance, 
who IS brmgmg refreshment to her mistress, of the 
wet-nurse who is sucklmg the baby, of the maid 
who IS holdmg out her arms to take it, of the formal 
lady visitor who is proffenng congratulations. 
With fatuous exuberance Simonetta is bursting 
m on all this m fancy costume — an mcomprehensible 
thing to do She jars, she startles, she rejuvenates 
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One feels that her animal is about to upset everyone 
in the room, and th^t she is letting in a breath of 
fresh air winch will i^^ke both scarves and ideas 
flutter. Henceforth we understand why she was 
so beloved. She return of fantasy into 

the world. 
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LUCREZIA DE MEDICI 
AT SANTA MARIA ’KP VELLA 



Portraits of Camilla Lucrczia Tornabuoni, wife of Piero dc 
Medici, called Peter the Gouty 

Authentic, but done long after the death of the model on the 
basis of unreliable documents The medal of Lucre? la Torna- 
buom, left profile, the head covered with a veil, with the inscription 
Lucretia Tomabom Petrt. Med Uxor. On the reverse, a crown 
of laurels, with the inscription Dtdee Dccus 

Presumed portrait with grounds for the assumption . the Saint 
Elizabeth in Ghirlandajo’s frescoes in the choir of Santa Maria 
Novella in Florence, notably Saint Elizabeth, in bed, in tlie Birth 
of John the Baptist 

Presumed portraits without grounds for the assumption * the 
portrait of an Unknown JVoman^ full face, by Verrocchio in 
the Lichtenstein gallery in Vienna and the portrait of a woman 
with a necklace of pearls, by Botticelli, m the Stacdel Institute at 
Frankfort. 



LUCREZIA DE MEDICI 
AT SANTA MARIA NOVELLA 


W E MUST NOT LEAVE the choir of 
Santa Mana Novella without noticing 
for whose sake and towards whom Simon- 
etta IS hurrying, that is to say, the Saint Elutabcth 
seated on her bed, wearing a white veil, in 
a room m a XVth-century palace. For here 
IS a third female face very typical of the Floren- 
tines of that penod This lady in the pnmc of 
life IS none other than the mother of Simonetta’s 
two platonic lovers — Lorenzo and Giuhano de 
Media it is Lucrezia Tomabuoni, wife of Piero 
de Media, or Peter the Gouty To find her 
here, changed into Saint Elizabeth, should not 
surprise us. Just as the history of the Florentine 
Repubhc was simply the history of a few great 
famihes — the Albizzi, the Tomabuom, the Bardi, 
the Media, the Vespuca, the Pazzi, the Acaa- 
juoh — projected on a background of democracy 
and rebeUion, so Scnptural history, m Florence, 
was only the history of the same famihes projected 
against a Scnptural background The round of 
visitB paid by Giovanna Tomabuom, m her finest 
array, was finished ofi^ in following Samt Elizabeth 
when the latter went to see the Blessed Virgm 
Lorenzo de Media (at the Palais Riccardi) going 
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for a nde, finds himself, one cannot say how, in 
the cortege of the tliree Magi. And Lorenzo 
Tornabuoni, going to church, is a witness, though 
perhaps not in the least an interested one, of the 
insults offered to Saint Joachim. These ladies 
and gentlemen are surrounded by Saints, Apostles 
and Prophets, whom they would gladly receive 
in their palaces as celestial guests ; but one feels, 
from the powerful characterization of their features 
and the brilliance of their costumes, that the 
real subjects of the pictures are they themselves, 
who are paying for them. They are the 
patrons. 

Now in this case the patron is Giovanni Torna- 
buoni, that IS to say, the head of the Medici bank 
in Rome, the Treasurer of Sextus IV, the lettered 
and artistic financier of the XVth century. It 
was he who placed an order for tlie decoration 
of the choir of Santa Maria Novella with Ghir- 
landajo, and Ghirlandajo was at work on it for 
four years — ^from i486 to 1490. The real subject 
of the fresco, then, was the Tornabuoni family. 
They took the foremost places. In it one finds 
first Giovanni Tornabuoni, then his wife (on the 
right and on the left of the window respectively), 
then his son, Lorenzo Tornabuoni, then his son’s 
wife, la bella Giovanna. Naturally enough one 
also finds his sister Lucrezia, married to Piero de 
Medici, or Peter the Gouty. And it is natural 
to find her as Saint Elizabeth, because this pious 
and cultured woman had dedicated her son to Saint 

John the Baptist, patron saint of Florence, and 
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because she had translated the life of the saint into 
Bttava nma 

She IS seen here on one of the cincf fashion- 
able occasions in the life of an Italian isoman of 
the XVth centurj as a ncisly-made mother she 
IS reccinng nsitors If one doscly observes her 
expression at this moment when tlic seivant is 
handing her refresliments on a plate and when the 
nsitors, m their best clothes and laden snth con- 
gratulations and pearls, arc approaching, one recog- 
nizes the wximan who is depicted for us in the 
letters of Lucrezia de Media It might be some 
other matron Alessandra Maanghi, for instance, 
or Isabella Sacclietti Guicaardini, but it is un- 
doubtedly a matron of this particular penod 
And c\ cry thing tends to make us think that wc 
are in the presence of the most notable of them 
all, of her who was known ns ‘ the queen of 
Florence ” 

A daughtcr-in-law of old Cosmo, mother of 
Lorenzo tlic Magnificent and of Giuliano the 
Assassinated, grandmother of two Popes, Lucrezia 
de Media takes her place in the history of riorcncc, 
as docs Lacutia Ramolino ' in her box in David s 
Coronation — watchful, powerful and sclf-cfFaang 
It would be intcrcsUng to make a study of the 
mothers of great men I think tliat one would 
find one trait common to all of them, and that 
trait would be an unfailing constancy Unfor- 
tunately history is more concerned with the children 

» Ldrtitu Ramolino mi the mother of Napoleon I — ^TnmsUior t 
Note. 
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of great men than with their parents, and thus the 
causes of family degeneration are much better 
known to us than the causes of psychological and 
moral improvement. But an exception must be 
made in the case of Italy in the XVth and XVIth 
centuries. There it often happens that the ray 
of hght which illumines the great frescoes of 
history falls also on the corner where stand the 
mothers of celebrated men, those tragic, dauntless 
widows who collected and put together again the 
pieces of broken fortunes. We are often in pos- 
session of their portraits, their letters to their 
children, their accounts with their farmers, their 
inventories, a thousand httle insignificant details 
which, when once assembled, shape themselves 
into a human reahty. In Florence and its neigh- 
bourhood one would find many women who dis- 
played this characteristic of constancy with a 
harshness that was sometimes savage : Isabella 
SacchettL Guicciardini, mother of the ambassador, 
Alessandra Macinghi, mother of Fihppo Strozzi, 
Luigia de Gonzaga, mother of Baldassare Cas- 
tiglione, Maria Salviati, mother of Cosmo I, or 
again, Catherme Sforza, mother of that “Jean des 
Bandes Noires,” whose medal, by San Gallo, 
strongly recalls the profile of Napoleon. But the 
most representative of all is this austere woman 
whom we see here, seated on her bed, receiving 
her visitors and controlling everyone with her 
look. 

She was a Tornabuoni. When quite young she 
married the son of Cosmo, the “ Father of his 
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Country ” Her father-in-law was a determined 
old man, and not without genume abdity, but her 
husband was a mere invahd hardly capable of 
wantmg anythmg and, when he did want it, of 
takmg acUon to get it Would this husband be 
capable of succeedmg his father m the government 
of Florence, and would he bequeath supreme power 
to his son ? If there had been only this mvahd 
to hand on the sceptre from the dymg old man 
to his grandchildren, who were sail in the nursery, 
the history of the Media would have ended, and 
even the history of France might have been 
changed But there was also this woman There 
was Lucrczia de Media For sixteen years she 
occupied the extraordmary position of a Regent 
in a Repubhe. At the wife of a land of President, 
the cape della repuhhea, who was always vacillating, 
and as the mother of two candidates for the Presi- 
dency, she preserved a kmd of Interregnum 
From the death of old Cosmo untd the coming of 
age of her son Lorenzo, hers were the strong 
hands which retained power Her husband ragned 
but she governed, and at her husband’s death, on 
the mght foUovpmg his obseqmes, when the heads 
of the aty deaded to hand power over to her 
son. It was only because she was beside them 

“ She 16 the man of the family,” said the a^ed 
Cosmo She was all that, but without fuss or 
ostentation, with no offiaal tide, scarcely visible, 
and — as in this fresco itself — always in the middle 
distance. 

It IS easy for a woman to keep m this middle 
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distance during tlie great crises and struggles of 
history : many a time has a queen descended the 
steps of a throne with dignity. But it is much 
less easy to solve the problem when it is a question 
of the lesser domestic tableaux, of scenes of the 
kind which make up what is called “ family life. 

It was in that that Lucrezia de Medici displayed 
her admirable modesty. She advised her husband, 
she attracted clients to tlie Medici cause, she chose 
a wife for her son , but in all these household 
manceuvres she remained as deferential to the 
head of the family as she was vigorous and decisive 
in her own actions. We have letters of hers which 
re-create for us the physiognomy observed in 
Santa Maria Novella without the alteration of a 
single feature. Read what she wrote from Rome 
to her husband in March 1467 : 

On Thursday morning as I was going to St. Peter’s I met 
Madame Madeleine Orsini, tlie cardinal’s sister, who had with 
her her daughter, aged fifteen or sixteen The latter was dressed 
in the Roman fashion with a large white veil, a len'znolo^ and m 
this attire she seemed to me very beautiful, fair and tall , but 
as she was quite hidden by the veil I was unable to take her in 
at my ease It so happened that yesterday I went to visit the 
said Monseigneur Orsim , he was in the house of the above- 
mentioned sister, which communicates with his own When, 
on your behalf, I had paid the visit due to His Holiness, his sister 
and her daughter, the latter m a tightly-laced dress of the kind 
worn in Rome and without her /fnzHo/o, came in We discoursed 
for a long time and I had a good chance to examine the girl As 
I have already said, she has a nice figure, she is lair skinned and 
her manners are good, though not so pleasing as those of our own 
girls But she is very modest and would be easy to mould into 
our usages and customs She is not a blonde — there are no 
blondes here — ^but her hair, of which she has plenty, is inclined 
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to be red. Her £icc is rather round, but it did not displease me. 
Her neck is agreeably long, but seems to me a bttlc thin, or, shall 
we say, slender We could not see her bosom as it » customary 
here to hide it, but it seemed to me well made. She docs not 
carry her head high as our guis do but a httle inclined forward, 
which I attribute to her thynca. 1 see no feult m her except 
her air of embarrassment. Her hands are long and well-shaped 
and, taking her all in all, we would regard her as above the 
average, although she could not be compared with our Mana or 
our Lucrczia or our Banca. Lorenzo saw her too and you will 
be able to hear for yourself whether he was pleased with her 
I am confident that whatever you and he deade to do will 
be for the best and I will support you in it. May God show us 
the right course to take I 

Yotnt Ldolizia 

When this “ shy ” girl, who was to be easily 
moulded to the usages and customs of the Media, 
was duly married, with great ceremony, she raised 
her head and displayed the strong-willed, arrogant 
and stubborn profile which we see on Bertoldo’s 
medal , but her mother-m-law, by a prodigious 
exercise of wisdom and will-power, was able to 
fade into the middle distance. From far off she 
contmued to rule her family, but m the same way 
as the was able to rule Florence — without showing 
herself 

Even when at a distance, and even when ill, she 
followed the smallest details of her son s house- 
hold, and It IS cunous to catch a glimpse of this 
woman Statesman who knew how to disarm nvals 
withm the family by makmg them ambassadors, 
m her r61e of good housewife and attenuve mother 
She was at Bagno al Morba, whither she had gone 
to take the waters, when she heard that Lorenzo 
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the Magnificent was going ‘to receive the Duchess 
of Ferrara, en route for Rome, at Pisa. She had 
vague fears tliat he would not have enough wine, 
and so she wrote to him thus : 

Salutem I am sending you sptcen flaslcs of good old Greek 
wine eight of Poggibonsi, marked m ink and eight of Colic 
Xo us they seem good but you must choose for yourself. And 
four Torte Basse (cakes made at Sienna) I am doing this because 
I think that with the arrival of Madama (the Duchess of I* errara, 
passing through Pisa) you may have need of them, although I do 
not doubt that you have made provision However, as I had 
these things by me and as they seemed good 1 am sending them 
in the hope that you will be pleased with them Do not let 
the carrier return here empty Oranges, biscuits and marmo 
(fish ?) would be welcome Notlimg more for the moment. I 
am going along well and I expect great results from the baths 
God be praised and may He protect you * 

In haste, this 23rd day of May, 1477 
Your Lucrezia de’ Medici, 

at Bagno a Morba 

When her son Giuliano, over whom she had 
watched so carefully, fell mortally wounded m 
the choir of Our Lady of Flowers on 26 April 
1478, she did not regard her duty to him as being 
ended. She sought out the natural son whom he 
had left and took care of that love-child, who was 
destined eventually to become Pope Clement VII. 
And since, besides that, she brought up her grand- 
son Giovanni, Lorenzo’s son, who later on became 
Leo X, she actually dandled two futilre Popes 
on her knees. . . . The tragedy of the Pazzi 
caused her not one moment of despair. She 
never recoiled from a duty, but dried her tears 

and went back to her task, transferring her broken 
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hopes to the new generation and keeping her 
eyes fixed on the future of her family rather than 
on Its past, even v.hilc she mourned for her mur- 
dered son before the altar erected to his memory 
in Santa Mana Novella. She re-appeared at the 
bedside of her daughter-m-law when the latter 
was dangerously ill and presided over her lying-m 
She was everywhere where her presence was con- 
sidered necessary, and nowhere where she might 
have been thought m the way She prayed and 
she acted, worthy in every way of what that great 
statesman, Lorenzo de Media, said of her at her 
death “ I have lost not only my mother, but 
my sole refuge in my many troubles and my 
comfort m much of my worL ” 

Is It indeed she whom we see here, a little above 
Giovanna, who married her nephew, Lorenzo 
Tomabuom, and quite close to la Bella Simonetta, 
whom her son loved ? Was it her hkeness that 
Ghirlandajo chose when he painted that Samt 
Elizabeth, of whom she must have thought so 
often when she was wnting her Life of Samt John 
the Baptist ? There is nothing to prove it, but 
everything to make us dunk so In this fresco, 
ordered by her brodicr, tbc Tomabuom banker, 
and pamted to the glory of the Tomabuom, she 
occupies just the place which her rfile m the great 
family togns to her There is not one trait 
of her moral physiognomy which does not exaedy 
correspond to this portrait We may behevc, 
then, that we are in the presence of “ the Queen 
of Florence ” And whde the evemng shadows 
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are closing m on the choir of Santa Maria Novella 
we can carry away with us, united in our memory, 
as they seem to be in this fresco, visions of tliese 
three . Simonetta Vespucci, Giovanna Torna- 
buoni and Lucrezia dc Medici — that is to say, the 
stranger whom the Florentines saw come amongst 
them as the symbol of the Renaissance, and the 
two women of Florence whom the white beans which 
fall into the baptistery box are for ever announcing 
to the world to have been the purest of tlie pure.* 

^ “ All baptisms took place at the Baptistct) of San Giovanni, and foi 
every male child baptized here the priest put a bhcl bean in a box kept 
for the purpose, and a btan for every ferrate, and In this way they 
kept count of all the births which occurred in the entire district ” 

(Guido Biagi, librarian of the Lauren tinn and Kiccardi Libraries, 
Florence Men and Manners of Old Florence ) 
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TULLIA d’ARAGON 

Supposed portrait By Moretto, in the Islarbnengo Gallerj^ Brescia 
^ To face p 79 





TULLIA D' ARAGON 
AT TRESCIA 



Presumed portrait of Tullia d’ Aragon the half-length and 
half life-size portrait of a woman, seen three-quarter face, holding 
a sceptre and leaning on a stone on which is inscribed Quae sacru 
loams caput saltando obUnuit^ by Alessandro Bonvicino, known as 
le MorettOj m the Martincngo gallery at Brescia Cf the fine 
study of M Guido Biagi, Un’ ctlra romana^ Florence, 1897, 
and reproduced m his work Men and Manners of Old Florence^ 
London, 1909 



TULLIA D’ ARAGON 
AT BRESCIA 


■Y^fT'ANDERING IN the dead streets of 
Bresaa one will eventually come out into 
’ ' a httle deserted square, antiquated and 
musty, m which a large bronze statue of an artist 
with a square cap on his head and his palette in 
his hand announces that the town has a special 
pnde m some celebrated master of the brush 
The statue is of Bonvicmo, known as le Moretto 
He seems to have been for ages the sole inhabitant 
of this square, where the grass is pushing its way 
between the paving stones and where the hours 
seem to pass more slowly than eleswhere and the 
shadows to lengthen less swiftly There are, in 
the square, yellow inses at which no one looks, a 
fountam at which no one dnnks, a church where 
no one prays, and a museum which no one visits 
One enters the latter, however, when one is a 
passer-by and a stranger weary of the things which 
too many other people have looked at. It is a 
massive palace, hstless-lookmg, deserted, silent, 
with a ruined and decrepit appearance one of 
those Itahan palaces once built for large, exuberant 
famdies and remammg the same when the famihes 
had been reduced and their hves shrivelled up 
It was bequeathed to the town by its last owper, 
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Count Martinengo, together with a collection of 
pictures which it contained, the majority of them 
by Moretto and not all of them are masterpieces. 
There are also some modern paintings which are 
execrable. 

To the above there has been added a collection 
left by Count Tosio who used to live in the same 
part of the town. One can imagine the pious 
wish of the nobleman, who only occupied a corner 
of his old house, that it should be filled with glorious 
memories of the city’s happier days, and one 
realizes, then, that this was a deed of civic piety, 
and resigns oneself at once to discovering nothing 
of first-rate importance. Nevertheless, among all 
the scenes that one has expected — of saints, of 
the Disciples at Emmaus seated at table, and of 
shepherds bringing their sheep to the child Jesus — 
one suddenly finds oneself confronted with a strange 
httle face, which the guides do not mention, which 
IS like nothing one would have expected but which 
intrigues one, disturbs one, and by the insistence 
of Its look, keeps one a few hours longer at Brescia 
than one had meant to stay. 

Imagine, in front of a clump of green laurels — 
of a green that tends to be yellow — tlie bent 
head of a young woman crowned with fair hair 
and pearls. She is erect and is wearing a bluey- 
green velvet dress, and over it a garnet-red cloak 
lined with fur. She is leaning on her forearm, as 
though over a balcony, on a yellowish stone. To 
this add the impression made by the white lines 
of a beautiful bare neck as flexible as the stem of 
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a flower , a sidelong glance soft but insistent , a 
mouth half-open as though whispenng a song or 
a plamt , a perfectly ovd face, a complexion of 
amber and rose, rather more ruddy m the shadow , 
a hand holdmg a golden sceptre which cuts the 
picture diagonally — and you have an idea of this 
little portrait, hif life-size, pamted by Moretto 
The colour scheme is m green and red the 
yellowish green of the laurels, the bluey-green of 
the ribbon m the golden hair and of the dress 
Itself, the pale green of the dress where it is covered 
by a veil, the gamet-red of the cloak appearmg 
here and there, the reddish tmts of the fur m 
certain places and the red gold of the sceptre. 

The extreme insistence of the expression, the 
very modem waving of the hair, which is raised 
high on the neck, the coiffure as a whole, in fact, 
the strangeness of the accessones, make this figure 
somethmg of a nddle. One can easJy read, on 
the stone on which she is leaning, the words 
Quae sacru taants caput saltando obunutt, which 
indicate Salome m the clearest way possible 
But if It were really Salome, why the sceptre, the 
laurels and all the attributes of glory, and where 
18 John the Baptist s head ? And if it is not Salome, 
then who is it ? What allegory is this ? Or 
what histoncal fantasy f One feels oneself to be 
m the presence of a portrait, and of a portrait 
treated with a hberty that a pamter of that day 
would not have taken with a prmccss. The sceptre 
is not that of a king The pose and the 

expression are not those of a great lady who wishes 
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to bequeath a souvenir to her children. ... As one 
looks at It one discovers that it is the only live 
thing in the place, and one realizes that it is its 
obscure magnetism which has brouglit us, in spite 
of ourselves, in the course of an aimless stroll, to 
tliis old palace at tlie end of tlic gloomy streets of 
Brescia, 

We are not tlie first to be intrigued by this face. 
For three years, in the middle of tlie XVI til century, 
from the winter of 1545-6 to the autumn of 
1548, there was to be seen on the banks of the 
Arno in Florence a peculiar and very beautiful 
woman, an inspirer of poets and a poetess herself, 
whom all Italy puzzled over for twenty years 
without knowing exactly who she was. Wliose 
daughter was she ? Had she been married i* Why 
was she so no longer ? Why did she wander from 
city to city and never settle down ? What did 
she want ? What was she seeking in life ? To 
which the ill-natured soon replied : “ She is a 

courtesan.” And they might have been able to 
prove the fact in a court of law : but in psychology 
this word “ courtesan ” explains nothing as regards 
her moral composition, any more tlian one can 
explain a queen by saying “ She is a queen.” 
Better informed persons knew tliat she had been 
born in Rome, forty years previously, in a house 
on the Campo Marzo : tliat her movlier was a 
famous demi-mondaine, Giuha Campana, of 
Ferrara, and that her father was Cardinal d’ Aragon, 
grandson of the King of Naples. From him she 
took her name, TuUia d’ Aragon, tliough her 
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admirers in addition lavished upon her both in 
prose and verse all the names in the mythological 
calendar In her childhood, bemg hvely, pre- 
coaouE and cultured, she was much pampered 
by the Cardmal But when he was dead and the 
fortune which had come from him spent, the 
derm-mondame and her daughter had to tax their 
mgenuity m order to subsist, and as great respect 
was paid to family traditions m those days, the 
daughter followed her mother’s profession So 
wcU did she do so, in fact, that at Sienna, where 
she had just spent some time, an annoymg adven- 
mre befeU her 

There was found, one fine day, in the box set 
aside for anonymous denunaations a complaint 
stating that Signora TuUia had been seen on the 
day of the Feast of Pentecost weanng a siemta, m 
spite of the law which forbade courtesans to wear 
that particular land of short cloaL An mquiry, 
very wounding to the pnde of the poetess, fol- 
lowed But Tulha d’Aragon came out of it well, 
none the less To everyone’s surprise she pro- 
duced an authentic husband, a certain Gmcaardim, 
of Ferrara, and proved a perfeedy regular relation- 
ship confemng upon her the nght to wear the 
most extravagant dresses, at that time reserved 
solely for honest women But the story of the 
sbemta was an awkward detail m the descnption of 
her which ill-natured Florentines spread about on 
her amval m their aty 

The detad was accurate, but there were many 
others I And her admirers did not fad to quote 
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them, too, as being equally authentic : that Tullia 
d’ Aragon, for instance, was a poetess of some merit ; 
that some dehghtful sonnets of hers were well- 
known, and that one, on the nightingale, was 
famous ; that she sang so sweetly tliat one forgot 
the beauty of her mouth ; talked so wisely that one 
forgot the sweetness of her song ; moved so grace- 
fully that her walk made one forget all the rest. 

We can see something of all this m our portrait 
at Brescia, which M. Guido Biagi, following a 
persistent tradition, has identified as being that of 
Tulha d’ Aragon. The inscription, indicating it 
to be Salome seems, it is true, to upset the hypo- 
thesis somewhat. But with a little juggling M. 
Guido Biagi gets over this obstacle. The portrait 
belonged for a long time to a convent, for which 
it had been bought by Count Tosio in 1829. 
The name of the courtesan who had delighted 
the men of her day would have made the picture 
an object of scandal to the nuns. So in its place 
they put the name of a dancer who had caused a 
saint’s head to be cut off. The picture tlien 
became edifying ! 

Her pretty head, bare and without ornaments 
except for a helmet of tresses and pearls against 
a background of laurels, the big, suggestive eyes, 
the mouth half-open as though breathing an 
endless sigh, the supple neck, the pose — Cleaning 
forward as if overcome by the weight of the fur 
cloak and the sceptre — everything interests and 
instructs the person who looks at it to-day in 
the same way that the Florentine noblemen were 
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interested and instructed in 1 54.6 For even when 
she was forty she still resembled this portrait, it 
seems Niccolo MarteUi assures us that “ she 
was so beautiful that her dchcate face preserved 
that angehc expression which she had formerly 
possessed,” and addressing her m person he says 
“ The whiteness of your complexion, which sur- 
passes alabaster and the purest snow, preserves its 
freshness, thanks to your moderation and your 
continence, not only at the table but in all things, 
so that in our eyes you still seem to show in your 
face the graaous signs of love ’ 

Those who were attracted by her languishing 
eyes were held by the suppleness of her mind 
In Rome she collected round her all the most 
brilhant and cultured mmds in the aty At her 
house the most subtle literary problems were 
discussed, with an infinity of wit, but with none 
of that pedantry that was to appear later at the 
H6tel de RambouiUet, May we give an example 
of these controversies ? On one occasion the 
question before the company was 

“ Did Petrarch mutate the anaent Provencal 
and Tuscan poets, or did he not ? ’ 

To which the latest arnval on the scene sug- 
gested this answer 

‘‘ It seems to me, gentlemen,” he said, “ that 
Petrarch, "bemg a man with a vivid and mgemous 
mind, treated the verses of the anaent poets as 
the Spaniards treat the clothes which they steal 
at mght. To make them unrecognizable and 
to avoid the penalties to which robbers are hable, 
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they enrich them with some new and elegant 
decoration and then wear them openly 1 ” 

At Ferrara, where she lived for a long time, 
Tullia d’Aragon set an example of high virtue, 
remaining impervious to all offers, promises and 
temptations. A young nobleman, driven to 
extremities by her disdain and determined to play 
every role to obtain her hand, saw fit to stab 
himself in the breast in her house with much 
ceremony ^ From that episode she gamed a great 
deal of esteem. She was mentioned in the same 
breath as Vittoria Colonna. The greatest ladies, 
and even kings, expressed no surprise at seeing 
her name coupled witli theirs in Muzio’s eclogues. 
She was referred to there both in verse and prose 
as being exceptionally virtuous. Her salon was 
possibly the leading “ literary salon ” of the time. 
Benucchi says in his dialogue Sail Injinita d'Ajfwre : 

There are or have been few men of our time who w ere celebrated 
in arms or letters or any other profession wlio did not love and 
honour her I have mentioned many noblemen, htteratcurs of 
all kinds, lords, princes and cardinals wlio were constantly meeting 
in her house as though in a universal and honourable academy, 
and who honoured her and upheld her both formerly and at the 
present time, because of the unusual gifts of her very noble and 
very courteous mind I had already mentioned an infinite number 
and I mentioned still more, almost in spite of the lady herself 
who was talking and trying to interrupt me . . 

Another, Muzio, speaking to her m person said : 
“ A form was conceived ab ceterno in the mind of 
God. And it is in resemblance of this form that 
Nature made you on the day when she wished : 

Here on earth to show all that she could to Heaven.” 

1 
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After that is it surpnsmg that so many persons 
were prepared to guarantee her virtue ? There 
were SIX noblemen m Rome who undertook m 
the foUovmig terms to cleave in two whoever 
doubted it — 

The underjigncd lords hold that virtue alone confers immor- 
tality on every generous spirit by means of an immortal 6une 
which saves it from ohhvioa, whereas the vague and uncertam 
memory of mankind cannot do so. And they hold that virtue 
should be justly loved, respected and exalted to the highest pomt 
humanly conceivable, espc^ly so when it u found existing in a 
being endowed with all the graces and all the gifts of fortune and 
nature. Consequently the undcisigncd, as true lovers and cham- 
piora of that virtue which every noble heart, for love of truth, 
should always strive to protect, setting it forth m the light and 
letting It shine with all the splendour of the sun wherever it seems 
hidden or disguised — and bang rwayed by no other passion or 
motive;, assert, while respecting the honourable laws of military 
dtsaplme, before the whole world and with the intention of 
valandy nuintammg thar contention on any given day, that 
thar lady and Mistress, the illustrious Ladv Tufiia d Aragon is, 
by reason of her infinite virtues, the most worthy woman of all 
women of the past, present or foturc. 

And in order that anyone who should be jealous of her im 
mortal dory and should speak of her or think of her m a manner 
other than that which is her just due may promptly declare 
himself, the undersigned vow to support her cause according to 
the rules of the tournament of the d^rious knights of old. Tnus, 
even if they were not already suffiaendy clear and self-evident, 
the mcstimable virtues of the aforesaid lady wilJ be promulgated 
as they deserve, and by the same means the courage and worthmea 
of her servants will become more famous and more indisputable. 
Thus, too, iveryonc wfll be obbgcd to admit tha^ just as there 
are no knights supenor m power to the undcrsigncii, so, too, no 
lady like nor equal unto the above mentioned existi, has ever 
cimed or will ever enst in the future. I, Paulo Emdio Orsxni, 
pledge mysdf to uphold what is contained m this documenL I, 
Accursio Matta, pledge mysdf^ etc. 
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This extraordinary challenge, which M. Guido 
Biagi extracted from the papers of the Rinuccini 
and was tlie first to publish, was signed by noble- 
men of considerable importance, amongst them 
an Orsini, an Urbino and a Rinuccini. There 
was even a rumour that it was signed by Filippo 
Strozzi, the great Florentine banker, and the 
richest, the most enlightened and most influential 
man of his age. The rumour was false : but 
what was true was that Tullia d’ Aragon turned 
all heads, including those solid Florentine ones 
tliat we see in marble in tlie Bargcllo. Filippo 
Strozzi had not been able to resist her. At the 
time when he was in Rome as official ambassador 
to the Pope, Tulha had so betvvitched him that he 
let her read his correspondence over his shoulder. 
Vetton, writing to him from Florence, taunted him 
after this fashion : 

You are writing to me with Tulha at your side, but I would 
rather you did not read my answer when she is near you You 
are in love with her because of her wit but I do not wish her to 
be m a position to do me harm through anyone whom I may 
mention here I do not presume to lecture Fihppo Strozzi, 
although, if lectures were able to correct, you would not be 
offended at being reprimanded , but 1 have heard stones of 
certain challenges which made me angry to think that a man 
such as yourself, forty-three years of age, would set out to do 
battle for a woman And although I am confident that you 
would be as successful in arms as in letters or in an}’thing else to 
which you applied yourself, it pains me to see you expose yourself 
to danger for such a futile cause and I would remind you that 
men such as you are appear only once in a century And that is 
not flattery 

This lecture was not uncalled for. The 
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to whom It was addresEcd, though he did not lack 
gemus, certainly lacked prudence, and was too 
busy looking into women’s eyes to read, as clearly 
as he might have done, the eyes of men Gifted as 
no other man was, handsome, svelte, charcmng, 
skilled m aU sports, a poet and, m particular, a 
musiaan, an extremely able busmess man and 
a dcver banker, Fibppo Strozzi appeared to be a 
man of letters amongst litterateurs and a busmess 
man among busmess men , yet the jovial com- 
pamons who frequented masked balls in his com- 
pany could never have imagined that he would 
concern himself with anythmg but bis pleasures. 
Such super-endowed personahnes always owe a 
secret debt to Fate — through which comes their 
rum Fihppo Strozzi, too certam of his own 
supenonty, treated pohncal causes, as he did his 
love affairs, in a spmt of levity he never attached 
himself defimtely to any one party, and consequently 
exposed himself to difficulties at every turn 

Six years after the letter which we have just 
read was wntten, Duke Alessandro havmg been 
assassmated by Lorenzacao the “ Forty-Eight ” 
— senators of sorts — ^put on the throne of Florence 
a poor, timid, inexperienced boy of seventeen, 
doubtless m order to see what he would make of 
such a position The scene is reproduced in 
bronze, is though it were a page from an illustrated 
paper, by Jean Bologne, on the pedestal of the 
statue to Cosmo I m the tmddle of the Place de la 
Seigneune, and everyone would know it if they 
did not happen to be turned away from the monu- 
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ment by the inconvenient fact that there is a cab 
rank there. 

Now this youth, given a little power, grasped it 
all. The face which appeared from beneath his 
timid mask was that of a tyrant, and it became 
necessary to fight him. ... In spite of what 
Vettori had said of him, Filippo Strozzi was not 
as expert “ in arms ” as in “ everything else.” He 
gambled with tlie fortunes of his country on one 
Arow of the dice, at Montemurlo, near Prato, 
without even waiting to get tlie game in his hands. 
He was defeated and captured, and witli him was 
the whole of the Florentine nobility, which had 
ralhed to him. He was taken to Florence and 
then the executions began. For a long time the 
Bargello resounded with the screams of unfortunate 
men who were put to the torture and with the 
blows of the executioner who beheaded them. 
None of the prisoners from Montemurlo came out 
of the Bargello alive. That famous courtyard, 
where to-day one sees young disciples of Ruskin 
placidly covering their sketching blocks witli water 
colours and obtaining “ impressions,” was inhabited 
then by hapless men who might well have craved 
unconsciousness in order to be spared the frightful 
sights which met tlieir eyes. The Justice which 
Ull surmounts the column in the Place Santa 
Trinita, erected in memory of the battle of Monte- 
murlo, recalls the most fearful cruelty of the 
whole Renaissance period. 

Fihppo Strozzi had some right to expect a 
different fate. He had been shut up in the fort 
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Saint-Jean-Baptiste, now the Forietsza da Basso, 
built a few years before with his own money — 
from which one gathers that the victors did not 
lack a certam sense of irony But the young 
sovereign, from the time when he was hving, poor 
and sohtary, at Trebbio with his mother, Mana 
Salviati, had been under an obligation to Strozzi 
Among the letters which Tulha d’Aragon might 
have read over the latter’s shoulder, was one 
from Mana Salviati m which she said 

My ton (Cosmo) uid I are so impovenshcd and OTcrwhelmed, 
not only by our pnvitc debtt but by those due to the Government, 
that our tmuoon ts desperate unless someone helps us and gives 
US an opportunity to reowp Wherefore we appeal to your 
generosity and if our other creditors oppre© ui, we entreat you 
to have so much the more pity on us. 1 implore and Wg 
Your Excellency not to refuse us this &vour Coemo and 1 
commend ourtdres to your MagniBcence. 

Your cousin and sister, 
Mabxa Salviati di Meoici. 

Did the dilettante imagine that at the end of 
seven years the service which he had rendered 
would still carry some weight ? Or did he at 
last sec the reahty and understand what a sinister 
face was hidden under the mask of that timid 
orphan ? At all events, on the mommg of 
1 8 December 1538 he was found dead m his 
prison I 

The thigic end of this honourable man moves 
us more, after the lapse of three and a half cen- 
tuncs, than it moved the beautiful Tulha when 

Tlut, St letst, wu whit wu tsid it the tune. He wu never seen 
sgsai, sliTc or dead, by s refiible witnos 
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she arrived in Duke Cosmo’s territory eight years 
later. What concerned tins pseudo-woman of 
letters was to find a protector who would uphold 
her in her glory. On her arrival in Florence she 
asked who was first among the intellectuals. She 
was told that Benedetto Varchi was. So she 
decided that Benedetto Varchi should be her lover. 
Up till then she had never seen him, and for a 
long time she was not to know the kind of man 
he was. He lived buried away in his villa at 
Careggi as a consequence of unpleasant and per- 
haps undeserved suggestions which had been made 
on his methods of loving. This had resulted in 
more than one set-to with the Hutt de la Baha, 
and had earned him a few days’ imprisonment in 
the Bargello, a strong caution and orders to write 
the history of the Medici from 1 527 to 1546, a 
task which a painstaking modern historian would 
regard as a kind of hard labour. But all that did 
not prevent Varchi from being much admired 
throughout Italy, where his accusers encountered 
nothing but rebuke, or from being something of a 
prophet even in his own country, where the 
Florentines would flock to see him pass by. 

Tulha was little concerned with how Varchi 
would acquit himself in his account of the assassina- 
tion of Filippo Strozzi, her former lover, by Duke 
Cosmo, now her sovereign. The gods had be- 
stowed upon this woman the precious gift of being 
able to forget, whereby one can be unfaithful 
without remorse. She was thinking of one thing 
only : the conquest of the most illustrious of 
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poets by the most beautiful of women She 
began through the medium of hteraturc. She 
addressed him as “ My dear Master, patron mto 
caro ” She asked his advice , sent him sonnets to 
correct , accused herself of being importunate, 
and excused herself for bemg so, perhaps , deaded 
that she was Phylhs and that he was Damon , 
begged him to come back to Florence The more 
he read her, the more he resisted but he succumbed 
when he saw her “ The conversation begun m 
verse was contmued m prose,’ as M Gmdo 
Biagi very neatly puts it. And he became 
so completely her devotee that he set himself to 
re-model her sonnets for her, includmg those which 
were destmed, as he must have known, for other 
lovers Through him she recovered in Florence 
something of that hterary court which she had 
gathered round her in Rome and at Ferrara Her 
enemies called her the “ courtesan of the academi- 
aans,” and those who were not qmte her friends 
saw her as the academiaan of the courtesans. 
But the persistency with which she strove to 
maintam the part of the woman of letters makes us 
suspect that it was not entirely a part after aU 
One, at least, of her sonnets, that on the Bossignol, 
which IS to be found in all anthologies, is worth 
readmg And this woman, who certainly had 
not enough talent to earn a place amongst the 
poets, had possibly suffiaent taste for talent for 
her career as a courtesan to be a means of brmgmg 
her to them. 

With regard to so unusual a personahty as 
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Tullia’s there is something of a mystery : so 
much so that no description has yet been found 
which exactly fits her — no word, in fact, winch 
would give the key to her character or the thread 
which would connect the various elements of a 
definition of her. This word has not been found 
— ^perhaps because at that date it did not exist. 
When an individuality which is quite original 
in Its own day appears it can only be defined by 
a “ proper noun ” . it is only when the character 
of this mdividuahty becomes common to many 
others that it can be defined by a “ common 
noun.” Tulha d’ Aragon was an “intellectual,” 
with a taste for ideas, or at least a taste for men 
who possessed them, at a time when, except for 
princesses who held a court, no woman could 
satisfy such a taste. She was, in addition, a 
courtesan — of that there is no doubt — but that 
was due to the chance of her birth, the strictness 
of the times and respect for maternal traditions. 
She hved in an age when a penurious woman of 
no family could only enter the Olympus of the 
mind by means of her beauty. 

These distinctions did not disturb the Huit de 
la Balia. Under a law promulgated by Duke 
Cosmo courtesans, even of the highest class, were 
obhged to wear a colour which would clearly 
indicate their profession even from a distance. 
This colour was yellow, to be worn on the head : 
a cloth or a kercbaef, or a veil of some sort, which 
had to have a fringe of gold or of some other 
yellow-coloured stuff, a finger’s length broad at 
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least, and so placed that it would easily be seen 
And, no matter who they might be, they were not 
allowed to wear silk garments One fine day the 
Hutt were informed that Tulha d’ Aragon was 
weanng sdk, which she had no nght to wear, 
and that she was not wearing the yellow veil 
to which she had every right. They warned her 
about it. The poetess was astounded, mdignant, 
and m despair Like the bat m the fable, she 
declared that some error had been made “ I 
am a poet look at my wmgs 1 ” In her defence 
she collected the famous sonnets, signed by herself, 
and called upon Varchi to help her The woman 
who ivas then rulmg Florence beside Duke Cosmo, 
the Duchess Eleanor of Toledo, loved hterature, 
and with her own white hands appeased her hus- 
band’s anger Tulha turned to her, sent her her 
sonnets, and laid stress on the many admirers of 
her talent The Duchess saw behmd that charm- 
mg head the laurel bush pamted by Moretto , 
she spoke m TuUia’s favour to the Duke and 
on the petition itself Cosmo wrote Fasseh gratia 
per poetessa Once agam the mask of the 

poetess had hidden the features of the courtesan 
Perhaps it only showed itself at death She 
returned to Rome, after havmg lost her mother 
and her young sister Alone, mmed, aged, and 
dymg m a wretched house m the TrasUvere 
quarter, the pagan goddess became a Christian 
woman again, as did all those Renaissance characters 
who were adorned with the names of antiquity 
by the poets and with dtplois and calyptres by the 
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painters. She received the last Sacrament witli 
extreme piety, and made careful and devout 
legacies, amongst others the legacy imposed on 
courtesans by Clement VII in favour of converted 
nuns. She requested tliat no one should attend 
her funeral except Brothers of Saint Augustine 
and the Order of the Crucifixion, to which she 
declared herself to belong, and that she should 
be buried at night with tlie greatest simphcity. 
This was in 1556, in an era of strong paganism. 
But the paganism of the XVItli century kept more 
closely to die faith than the Christianity of many 
other ages has done. Already, a hundred years 
earlier, it had been said of la Bella Simonetta : 
“ At the moment of death, the nymph returned 
calm and confident to God.’^ Similarly, reading 
the report of the last words of a man condemned 
to death, one Boscoli, who in 1513, under tlie 
Medici, had emulated the Bruti, we can see that 
he had but one thought — to go to Christ and to 
deny the maxims and the examples of the pagan 
heroes “who could not be good, since they had 
not the True Faith.” 

Such were these people of the XVth and XVIth 
centuries. Under the hand of death, all their 
disguises fell from them, leaving their souls bare 
— and their souls were Christian. The good 
Sisters who, according to M. Guido Biagi’s hypo- 
thesis, wrote in the marble whereon Tulha is 
leaning the name which connects her with the 
death of John the Baptist, evoke in her regard 
ideas which are more fitting than those of the 
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poets who called her Tyrrhema or Thaha. To 
play a part in a Christian mystery, even that of 
a traitor, is stdl to approach the saints, to cover 
oneself with the fringe of their majesty and to 
work for the triumph of the Faith Not everyone 
can he Samt John the Baptist wherefore there is 
Bomethmg rather fine m bemg Salome. Once 
the play is over, devils, traitors, thieves, torturers 
and courtesans appear in their true hght — that of 
credulous and fnghtened Chnstians it is enough 
that they escape the mdignation of the spectators 
at the end of the play — ^and everyone goes to 
Paradise. 
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PORTRAIT OF FLEA^OR OF TOLEDO A^D HER SON FERDINANDO 

By Bronzino, in the Salle du Baroccio, UlTizi, riorcncc 

To Incc p loi 



ELEANOR OF TOLEDO 
IN THE UFFIZI 



Portraits of Eleanor of Toledo, wife of Cosmo I, Duke o. 
Florence . 

Authentic * ist, by Angelo Bronzino, in oils, Eleanor at 
about thirty-eight with this inscription at the bottom of the 
picture Eleonora Toleta Cos Med. Flor d II. Uxor.^ painted 
about 1553, in the Salle du Baroccio in tlic Uffizi ; 2nd, by the 
same artist, at the Palais Vicu\, in one of the windows of the 
Studtoloj at about eighteen years old , 3rd, in the Berlin Museum, 
head and shoulders and one hand , 4th, in the Collection Primoh, 
a small portrait at about eighteen, head and shoulders 

5th, m the Wallace Collection, head and shoulders and both 
hands, a variant of that in the Uffizi, with the inscription Follax 
Gratia et <vaua est ptdchi ttudo Attributed to Angelo Bronzino. 

6th, in the Museum Jacquemart-Andrd, a variant of the Uffizi 
portrait 

7th, m the Uffizi, a head and shoulders, attributed to Bronzino 

8th, a medal by Domenico Poggini, head and shoulders, left 
profile, the head covered with a hair-net, and with the inscription 
Eleonora Florentta ductssa On the reverse a peacock sheltering 
Its young under its wings, with the inscription Cum pudore lata 
facunditas 

9th, a medal, by the same artist, head and shoulders, left profile, 
bare-headed, the hair plaited and coiled behind the head, with 
pearls and jewels, a small plume at the back and with the inscrip- 
tion • Eleonora Tole Med 



ELEANOR OF TOLEDO 
IN THE XJFFIZI 


X^THAT KIND OF A WOMAN ^\'as this 
\)w Eleanor of Toledo to whom Tulha 
’ ' d’Aragon, in danger over the matter of 
the yellow ved, made supphcation ? When we 
visit the room known as the Barocao m the Uffm 


we find a full length portrait of her with her five- 
year-old son, Ferdinand, by Bronzmo Tall and 
upnght, and weanng a heavily brocaded silver 
dress slashed with black arabesques, she is seated 
against a blue background — the icy blue of Ingres 
or Sassoferrato She is looking straight at us, 
sadly Her nght hand is placed behmd the 
head of her boy, who is half hidden in the folds 
of her dress. Her left hand is stretched out on 


her knee and pointing to a large tassel of pearls. 
She has the small head frequently noticeable in 
tall women with broad shoulders, her eyes are 
rather wide apart, her mouth a httle full, her nose 
straight, her whole face long and mild hkc that 
of a hind Her hands arc very long and very 
white rier hair, drawn back and parted m the 
middle of her forehead, is carefully held within 
a net studded with pearls There are pearls every- 
where. Her shoulders arc covered with a fillet of 


open-work lace with a pearl at each crossmg m 
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the pattern. A string of pearls encircles her neck 
several times. Pearls seem to be dropping, one 
by one, from tlie lobes of her cars to tlic Ups of 
her fingers. She might have passed through a 
shower of pearls. And for the rest of her costume : 
black mourning flowers on a white background, 
again for mourning, and here and tlierc funereal 
gold. It is the splendour of the tomb. It could 
almost be described as a shroud. And in fact it 
was actually used as a shroud. In 1857 the 
Government had all the tombs of the Medici 
opened for purposes of idenufication. When they 
came to the sarcophagus containing the remains of 
Eleanor of Toledo, Duchess of Florence, wife of 
Cosmo I and grandmother of Mane de Mcdicis, 
they might have been looking at this very picture 
lying in the coffin. . . . Every detail of this 
costume was there except tlie jewels, which tlie 
despoilers of corpses had already put back into 
circulaUon. They are gleaming to-day, perhaps, 
under the electric lights of some “ palace ” on a 
woman of the New World, who is busy deploring the 
fact that she did not hve in the “ good old times.” 

This picture of Eleanor of Toledo is one of tlie 
few official portraits which one feels to be really 
a likeness. All the features are handsome and 
regular, not one is commonplace. The pale com- 
plexion of the beauuful Spaniard, her eyes — large, 
gentle and extremely sad — ^her long face, her 
weary pose, all indicate a vicUm prepared for tlie 
sacrifice. This impression of her may be a wrong 
one, but can she herself deceive us ? 
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It IS 1553 Tlic woman whose picture we lia\c 
been loolung at was quite )oung when she left 
the blue sky of Naples, where her fatlicr, the 
Duke of Alba, was viceroy, to come and shut herself 
up in the gloomy Palais Vicux She has now h\cd 
there for ten years. Her husband had a hero 
for a father and a saint for a mother and he 
himself IS a monster He is the son of Jean dcs 
Bandcs Noires, the Bonaparte of the XVth century, 
and of Mana SaUiati, an excellent wife who 
recruited armies for her husband, bandaged his 
wounds, saved the remnants of his fortune, and 
ended her life in retirement and in good works 
But tn the son, the valour of the father became 
cruelty, and the gentleness of the mother deceit 
At seventeen he was already inscrutable His 
mask fitted so closely to his skin that no riorcntine, 
not even his own mother, could distinguish the 
sinister features of his countcmncc , and when, in 
a moment of disorder, this timid youth — an im- 
povenshed orphan without influence — was invited 
to Florence because he bore a famous name and 
because people were not afraid of appointing a master 
over them, no one imagined that tlie city was being 
saddled with a tyrant and vvitli a dynasty of tyrants 
which was to last for two hundred years. 

We modems arc not so easily taken in, and we 
cannot possibly understand the blindness of the 
Florentines of 1 537 The most ignorant, die 
least expert in psychology, of the tourists who 
wander from the Bargello to the Palais Vieux 
and from the Ufiizi to the Pitti, cannot look at 

>°5 




Celebrities oj the Italian Renaissance 

the brutal, deceitful mask with which Bronzino, 
Benvenuto Celhni and Pontormo decorated all 
the walls, without being revolted by it : the 
smooth forehead, the eyes in which the pupils, 
leaving the lower edge of the eyelids, seem to 
be wandering uneasily over the milky eyeballs, 
the padlocked lips, the projecting jaw, the skin 
stretched over the muscles like a screen, devoid 
of the creases which display on a person’s face 
the feelings he is experiencing, the bull-neck, 
the thick beard covering the cheeks — ^it is a head 
that might be placed on Bluebeard or on an execu- 
tioner. And this is the man witli whom Eleanor of 
Toledo spent twenty-three years of her life, whom 
she loved, it appears, and from whom two things 
only could distract her — ^her children and her pearls. 

We only see one of her children beside her in 
this portrait : this is Ferdinand, he who, grown 
tall and fat, sits on horseback, in bronze, m the 
middle of the porticoed square known as the 
Place Santa Annunztata, But this was not her 
only child : she had seven others. Let us observe 
the whole eight of them, as she herself is doing in 
the gloomy rooms of the Palais Vieux whilst 
Duke Cosmo, assisted by Benvenuto Celhni, is busy 
with his goldsmiths’ scissors scraping away at some 
antique statuette, freshly unearthed at Arezzo. 
The eldest is already fourteen, the youngest is 
still in the cradle. The three boys are clinging 
to the goldsmith’s coat and teasing him in a hundred 
ways. The sun, which is setting beliind the 
Cascina, is throwing its beams directly into the 
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windows of the palace facing the Place de la 
Setgneurte From the loggia det Lanzi tlic coarse 
voices of the bodyguard can be heard The 
mother is day-dreaming, die duldren are playing 
At what ? T^ese chddren sometimes invent queer 
games at stranghng one another, putung each 
other to death, imitating scenes of assassination 
What do these domgs predict f What wall the 
children become when they have left their cyne and 
taken flight “ hors du charmer natal ? 

Mana, the eldest, is a child prodigy who know's 
Greek and Latin Her portrait, in infancy, has 
already been painted by Bronnno We see her 
here, not far from the portrait of her mother, as 
a senous and intelUgent hide person, comfortably 
installed m her armchair, like a miniature lady, 
with that air of precoaous gravity which does 
not last long Her parents hope to make her a 
Duchess d’Este some day But that wll not 
happen, for she will die in three years, at Pisa, 
earned off by fever, and it will one day be said 
that she was poisoned by her father because she 
fell in love with a page 

Lucrczia is to know a htde more of the world 
before she leaves it she will die of infectious 
pneumoma m exile, far from her parents, but 
only after the splendours of her mamage with the 
Duke of Ferrara and at that fatal age of seventeen 
which her elder sister is not destmed to attain 
It will be said of her, later, that she was poisoned 
by her husband for havmg been unfaithful to him ' 

■ Comme tm rol de gcrfinB hon dn ciamicr tattd ”— ] M do Haedli* 
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Isabella, who is the most attractive of Eleanor’s 
daughters, will marry Prince Paolo Giordano 
Orsini, Duke of Bracciano : she will be strangled 
by her husband, one evening, in an isolated villa 
near Empoli by means of a cord ingeniously 
arranged to pass tlirough a hole in the ceiling. 
It will be said that this was in punishment for her 
numerous infidelities. 

The boys, Giovanni and Garzia, peevish rascals 
of eleven and seven, are known to us. Giovanni 
is the young cardinal whose portrait, painted by 
Bronzino, with his biretta on his head and a slight 
moustache on his lip, is in the Villa de Poggio a 
Caiano ; Garzia is the chubby child with a bird 
in his hand, near here. Both of them will die 
in their mother’s arms, at Pisa, possibly the victims 
of a double crime, but perhaps simply of a perni- 
cious fever caught in crossing the Maremmes. 
Their mother herself, worn out with fatigue and 
herself infected while at their bedside, will succumb 
a few days after them. It will be asserted later 
that Giovanni was killed by Garzia in a quarrel 
when out hunting, and that Garzia was killed by 
his own father to avenge Giovanni. 

The two other boys, Francesco and Ferdinand, 
one aged thirteen and the otlier five, will reign 
in Florence, but the latter thanks only to the 
sudden and mysterious death of his elder brother ; 
the former will have the happiness of marrying 
and putting on the throne of Florence the woman 
he loves, but not until murder has made her a 
widow nor until an accident has made him a 
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widower — and there will be something smgularly 
opportune about both occurrences. Finally, the 
baby who is slcepmg in the cradle, Pietro, wiU 
kdl his wife If It 16 true that tragic events 

cast then" shadows far in advance of them, what 
shadows must have lengthened there, on those 
evemngs — shadows which were not aU cast by 
the cypress trees on the slopes of San Mmiato 1 

The infimte sadness of our portrait is now ex- 
plamcd The wife of a proved murderer, mother 
of a murdered son and of a murdered daughter — 
the son the murderer of his own wife, the daughter 
strangled by her own husband — and of four other 
children who died prematurely before her eyes, 
and, finally, the mother of two sovereigns, each of 
them suspected of murder, Eleanor of Toledo 
shows here, m her expression, the gnef which she 
does not yet know and cannot foresee, but which 
she IS already refleettng, as a mirror, knowmg 
nothing Itself, reflects someone commg behmd 
us on the road, approachmg us, threatenmg us. 

There remam the pearls. Pearls were the most 
common jewel for women dunng this penod, and 
in State portraits they are always m evidence 
but the superstition which declares that they 
are a sign of tears is particularly enhanced when 
one notices their abundance m certain portraits, 
as, for ilistance, m those of Henrietta of England 
and Eleanor of Toledo There is, m the crene- 
lated rock known as the Palais Vieux, on the 
first floor and near the room called the Five Hundred, 
a kmd of cell, hollowed out by Duke Cosmo as 
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a hiding-place for his treasures. It is called tlie 
Tesoretto, It is a dark, vaulted dungeon, very 
dimly lighted by a solitary loophole opening on 
the narrow Fta Ntnna, but decorated and furnished 
like a boudoir. A dark ante-room, secret too, 
vaulted and shaped like a casket, leads into it. It 
is believed that later on Francesco de Medici made 
this his studwlo where he could give himself up, 
in peace, to his mysterious researches. Vasari 
filled this ante-room with amusing portraits. When 
tlie electric light is switched on the two ghosts 
of the Palais Vieux, Cosmo and Eleanor, appear 
at each end in two windows facing each other. 

Eleanor appears in tones of old Cordovan leather, 
a captive in a trellis of gold studded with pearls, 
like a net tlirown over her gilded cloak, which 
is open to display a raspberry-red corsage ; her 
languid hands, with their tapering fingers, are for 
ever in pursuit of some pearl. . . . She is covered 
witli these jewels, which she has taken from the 
next room : she has two pendants, of heavy, 
massive stones, and pearls, always pearls, fall, 
drop by drop, on her shoulders, her arms, her 
hands, in a stream tliat becomes a chain. . . . 
We realize here her passion for large pearls, which 
she preferred to everything else, and which she 
forced her husband to buy for her at fantastic 
prices, whilst the Palais Vicux echoed' to the 
sarcasm of Benvenuto Cellini, who would exclaim : 
“ But these are only fish bones ! ” , The signs of 
the Zodiac surround her, and all over tlie walls, 
her amoretti are at play. Facing her, in the 
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opposite window, is Duke Cosmo in armour — 
implacable, secretive. Husband, children, jewels 
cverythmg which had occupied her mmd seems 
collected here under the low vault of this studtolo 
Was it everything, though ? Did she never 
regret the radiant Neapolitan sky which she had 
left so young ? Did she never know of those 
enmes which her husband had just committed 
when she came here ? Did she have no presenti- 
ment of those passions which were to bnng her 
children to such tragic ends f We do not know 
Everythmg, both in her words and in 
her conduct, indicates a spirit acclimatized to the 
homble atmosphere mto which she came to hvc 
She breathed it naturally Her one anxiety was 
to keep her daughters straight, to confine them 
to the palace where they were seen only by the 
ladies of the Court and by their old Confessor 
Her constant care was to help her husband — 
with her revenues, with her mfluence at the 
Spanish Court, with her advice Duke Cosmo 
loved her To her he devoted that modicum of 
goodness which always exists m the worst of 
characters, as if as evidence that after all they, 
too, are only human He was a good husband as 
he was a good father, munificent in his gifts, 
shrewd in speech, ingemous in providmg amuse- 
ment. True, one part of his hfe consisted of 
scandal and mtngue with Leonora degh Albizzi 
and Camilla MarteUi But that part began only 
after the death of the Duchess. He was faithful 
to her while she hved 
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She, on her side, accepted him with the best 
possible grace. When, newly married, she arrived 
at the Medici palace, she found a lively and intelli- 
gent little girl running at large all over tlie house. 

“ That is my daughter,” her husband said. 

She adopted her and brought her up as if she 
had been her own child. She also adopted her 
husband’s tastes. Duke Cosmo was an antiquary 
and a scholar, interested in all the processes of art : 
he would discuss the details of a bronze casting 
point by point, and would hide himself in a window 
above the main gateway of the Palais Vieux to hear 
the comments of tlie crowd on newly erected 
statues. Similarly tlie Duchess became enthusi- 
astic over specimens of plastic art, supported Cellini 
against Bandinelli, and when an artist produced a 
work to her hking forbade anyone to remove it 
from the palace, or even out of her sight. Thus, 
if we may credit the memoirs of the period and its 
written history, she seemed to have enjoyed all the 
refinements of life. 

But in her two portraits and in all her actions 
everything indicates tliat her hfe was joyless and 
that she was indifferent to the fact that it was 
shpping away from her. She knew that she was 
ill : she had a congested lung which caused her 
to spit blood and choke, but she obstinately refused 
all attention. The letter in which Duke Cosmo 
described her death has been found. The mis- 
fortune happened during a journey which he was 
making with his wife and sons to visit the new 
fortresses in the fever-infected Maremmes. The 
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letter should be read m front of this portrait of 
her for never have traits of character corresponded 
more exactly with physical features. The Duke 
IS writing to his eldest son, Francesco, at that time 
m Spam He has just described, in his own fashion, 
the sudden death of the two brothers, Don Giovanni 
and Don Garzia, who had succumbed to the fever 
And he adds — 

But how can I finish this letter whai I have trill to tdl you 
•omething else, which ts, on the one hand, even sadder and yet, 
on the other, more joyful I Joyful, I mean, for the man who 
can detach hunself from worldly things and consider Heaven 
only and not the world and its nmenes and vaniQes. With 
GotTi help I must contmue. The Duchos was greatly distressed 
by the unexpected news of the illness of the CanlmaJ (her ton) 
and was m HI health dunng these few days. Having comforted 
him she came on to Paa, where her chrome fever affected her 
trill more, and the began to lose her appetite. She kept up her 
ftreng^ however At riut moment Don Ganua (her other 
ton) beamc ill. Her fever got worse, the lost her appetite trill 
further and would not let herself be attended to by the doctors — 
which, as you know, was her usual attitude. Then Don Garzia 
became desperately ill and Enally died. We hid hts death from 
her, but m tptte of that she was to womed that she could not sleep 
and grew worse erery day She was in despair and worked 
heneu up mto such a state that the was even worse than she 
would have been if she had known of his death. But although 
we trill did not tell her, she was so clever that she realized that 
beyond a doubt he was dead. Then it seemed wiser to tell her 
that he was very bad and to put her off with that rather than to 
deny everything. And so m the end she grew calmer, outwardly, 
and said that the accepted Don Gaizia s death as a mercy Al 
though we still demed it, she would not bcheve us. This con 
tmu^ for three days. 'Hicn a high fever ensued, but passed, 
after two crises, and left her with her usual fever and no appetite 
whatcTcr But on my earnest entreaty she took more food than 
she had been eating of late — and she sadly needed it, for at the 
time of the CarriinaTs death she went for nearly three days without 
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eating or sleeping And all the time, ever since last summer, 
she had that cough, which, as you know, she always had, but 
now It was much worse so much so, m fact, that her catarrh 
increased and prevented her from breathing properly. The fever 
diminished, however She could not last like this for many days 
and so, three days before her death, speaking still with extra- 
ordinary emotion and courage, she confessed and took communion 
One day before she asked for Extreme Unction and prior to that, 
m my presence, made a very honourable will, thinking first of 
her soul and then of her household servants It could be said 
that she gave up her soul to God almost from my arms Fully 
conscious, she waited for death for two whole days, with a crucifix 
almost alv^ays m her hand and seated on her bed talking about 
death quite simply as though it were some ordinary matter. Up 
till the last she could speak and recognize everyone as if she were 
still m perfect health ^ 

Leaving the Uffizi, let us go on a few steps and 
enter the Palais de la Seigneurie, which adjoins 
it. Everyone knows this greyish rock surmounted 
by a plume and overlooking the whole of Florence. 
It IS a solid block, with overhanging battlements 
pierced here and there with holes for windows, 
with a dungeon, opening on to daylight, built on 
to the front of it like a plume on the front of a 
helmet and splayed out above towards the sky. 

» Is this the letter of a murderer describmg the death of his victim ? 
Yet for the chromclers of the XVIIth and XVIIIth centuries there was 
no question about it for them the murder of Eleanor of Toledo by Duke 
Cosmo was an article of faith And there is no question about it for 
modem bstonans it is a ridiculous fabrication The pubhcation of all 
Duke Cosmo’s letters to his son, corroborated by the private letters of 
Sarguidi, auditor to the papal nuncio m Tuscany, settled the matter 
But to know whether Giovanni and Garzia really died of fever caught m 
the Maremmes, or, as was then thought, whether one was killed by 
his brother and the other by his father, is another affair It is still an 
open question It is not discussed here, because we are concerned 
TOth the character of Eleanor of Toledo and not with that of her 
husband 
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The place has die appearance of a prison, and has, 
in fact, often sersed that purpose They still 
show one the cell in the tower where Cosmo, 
the “ Father of his Country,” before he became 
great, and Savonarola, after his fall, were supposed 
to have been shut up It is a prison vsathin a 
fortress — impregnable, rugged, sheer It suggests 
the executioner, and, in truth, more than one 
execution took place behind those walls, without 
countmg the murders which bespattered them 
with blood in every revoluuon There is scarcely 
a window which has not served as a gallows, scarcely 
a paving stone which has not been red with blood 
It was here that Duke Cosmo brought his young 
wife, a year after their marriage, and kept her 
shut up until the time when he went to live in 
the Palais Pita — that is to say, for nine years, 
from the end of 1541 to May 1550 They 
returned there on many occasions after the acquisi- 
uon of the Palais Pita, and hence they called it the 
“ Palais Vieux ” 

It ivas not his family residence His residence 
was the Palais Media, now the Palais Riccardi, in 
the Via Larga, now the Via Cavour But in the 
Palais Media Cosmo did not feel himself master of 
Florence. Imposmg though it was, it was a pnvate 
house. The Palau de la Seigneune, or Palais V leux, 
was the Government House, a public bmldmg, as 
It IS agam to-day In the history of the revolu- 
Uons of Florence it played the same part which the 
H6tcl de Ville did in the French Revolution Who- 
ever held the Palats de la Seigneune, held Florence 
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Cosmo made it his lair as though he did not believe 
that his power was indestructible. For his own 
convenience he annexed to it tlie two palaces of 
the Captain and of the Executor of Justice, which 
were a continuation of it. He got rid of the 
lions which for centuries had been wont to roar in 
a house and courtyard on the side facing the 
street which is still called Via Leoni. He filled 
the Loggia dei Seignort with his German mer- 
cenaries. Their barracks were quite close — whence 
the name, preserved to this day — Loggia dei 
LanzighinetU or dei Lanzi. Finally he fitted up, 
indifferently well, for his own use and for that of 
his family, the rooms formerly occupied by the 
Prion and the Gonjaloniere. 

Eleanor of Toledo was installed on the second 
floor, in the angle marked nowadays by a marble 
group by Cacus, in four rooms, which one can 
still see, though they are much better decorated 
now than they were when she knew them ; a 
kind of dining-room with two windows facing 
south, on the side where the Uffizi galleries are 
now and two windows opening on the inner court- 
yard ; then a study, in an angle, with a south 
window looking towards the Uffizi and a west 
window facing the courtyard in front of the Loggia 
dei Lanzi ; and finally a bedchamber with one 
window on the courtyard. All these Tooms led 
one into the other, as was the custom then. The 
tiny retreat puts one in mind of a hiding-place 
rather than of a royal apartment. It is in daylight 
for only a few hours each day when the sun is 
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setting and one has to climb several steps to 
reach a window and see out of doors. 

If one turns round one has a view of the inner 
courtyard, it is true, but that was a dull aght a 
wide, empty well, so to speak, where m those 
days the pictures, the fountain, the dehghtful 
child with a dolphm by Verrocchio and the stucco 
decorauons which now cover the columns with 
their dehcate arabesques were not to be seen 
It was a bare, black hole. Such were the cells in 
which Eleanor of Toledo hved the years of her 
youth, and where we must go if we wish to retrace 
her footsteps. Nor do we find it difficult to 
picture the tall white silhouette of the Uffizi 
portrait wandering in this pitch black comer of a 
palace filled with bloody memories — so amster a 
place that for centuries no one had thought of 
makmg a woman hve there 

In the long, sohtary days, when the only dis- 
tractions were to hsten to the drollcnes of the 
dwarf or climb to the window and watch the brutal 
games of the Lanzi posted under the Loggia, 
the pious Duchess must often, very often, have 
stared at the three bas-rcUefs facing her and almost 
on a level with her, on the front of the loggia, statues 
carved by the rough chisel of Jacopo di Piero 
There arc Faith with her chahcc, Hope, making 
a gesture to Heaven, and Chanty, with her stone 
torch in her hand and on her knees a child whom 
she IS suckhng Weather-worn and now quite 
grey, these three figures, grown old under the 
sky m the company of the birds and the bells, 
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were as white then as was the fair Spaniard herself. 
And when Eleanor left her window and walked 
through her rooms it may have seemed, perhaps, 
to the inhabitants of the dungeon that they were 
watching the passage of a sister of the three marble 
statues : the Uving sister of Resignation. 








BIANCA CAPPELLO 
IN THE PITTI PALACE 



Authentic portraits of Bianca Cappcllo, wife of Pietro Bona- 
ventun and subsequently of Francesco I, Grand-Duke of 
Tuscany 

1st By Angelo Bronzino m the Prometheus Room, in the 
Pitti Palace, in tlie Uffizi and at Poggio a Caiano , and by an 
unknown artist, at about tlic age of forty, also in the Uffizi 
Attributed without justification to Bronzino, in the National 
Gallery (John Samuel Bequest) 

2nd By Alessandro Allon, a piece of a fresco from a room in 
the parish church of Santa Marta ad olmi^ m the Uffizi 

3rd Medals by Pastorino of Sienna, one in profile, tlie other 
three-quarter face and crowned, both bearing the inscription 
Btancha capp med due etntrtcc A cameo by Bernardino di 
Castel Bolognese in the Bargello 

A portrait presumed to be by Titian, Bianca at the age of 
twenty, formerly at Torre del Gallo 



BIANCA CAPPELLO 
IN THE Pirri PALACE 

I N THE PROMETHEUS ROOM in the 
Pim Palace there is a portrait of a young 
woman, painted by Bronzino, not so arresting 
as other pictures of less importance, yet achieving 
a kind of beauty which, even in nullity, is absolute 
It is that of a pretty but ineffectual young person, 
doubtless of some importance, judging by her 
brocaded costume, her open ruff, scalloped and 
pleated i lattughne, her embroidered veil fnnged 
with trtmoh, her coronet and her necklace of 
enormous pearls, her massive pendant and her 
rattle-shaped ear-nngs Her hair is parted in the 
middle, and she is three-quarters faang us, very 
straight and motionless as she looks at us with that 
neutral, absent-minded expression which women 
know how to assume when, sure of their beauty, 
they can afford to economize m their souls. Her 
face 16 very lovely one of those completely 
regular and impenetrable masks which God always 
sees fit to give to an emotional soul And though 
hundreds of years have gone by and hundreds 
of books or pamphlets have been written about 
her, we do not know even now what went on 
bchmd that mask,* 

* One of thoe tnd the nuat brilliint of them — U that of 

hi. Blue de Bor/ He hu defcribcd Uu chmeten of the Grand Doke 
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What wc do know lends itself to every hypo- 
thesis. During the winter of 1563-4, Prince 
Francesco de Medici, the eldest son of Cosmo I 
and Eleanor of Toledo, came across a very romantic 
piece of news in the correspondence of the Floren- 
tine secret agent at Venice, a certain Cosmo Bartoli. 
Bianca Cappcllo, a girl of noble family, about 
sixteen years old and marvellously beautiful, had 
just run away, on the night of the 28-291!! Novem- 
ber, with a little bank clerk. They had reached 
tlic mainland and no one knew what had become 
of them. The abductor was a Florentine — hence 
the full account of the incident which Bartoli wrote 
to his master. The bank in uhich this young 
man, whose name was Pietro Bonavcnturi, worked 
was not far from the palace at Santo Appohnare, 
at ponte storto, in which the beautiful patrician 
lived. The two young people had seen each 
other, found means to correspond and then to 
meet. Finally they became betrothed, and fearing 
discovery had hired gondoliers to assist them to 
escape. The scandal was a very considerable one. 
The family of the young girl, the Cappelli, related 

Cosmo, the Grand Duke Francesco and Bianca Cippcllo \Mtlv surprising 
distinctness If certain details in the sketch hich ^\ c lia\ c attempted here 
differ noticeably from those in our preceding studies, it is because the 
works of erudite Italians liavc brought to light documents which were 
either unpublished or mutiliatcd or the authenticity- of which had not been 
proved when Blaze de Bury was writing The letters of th£ Grand Duke 
Cosmo to his son, reproduced by Enrico Gugliclmo Snttini in liis Tragfdte 
medtcee domesttche (Florence 1898) must be specially noted Sattini 
spent some of his life in collecting materials for a book on Bianca Cappello 
unfortunately he was not able to carry his task to a conclusion, but the 
fragments which he left are of unquestionable value, and it is hardly 
possible to study her personality without having recourse to them. 
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as It was to the Morosmi and the Gnmani, ^vas 
one of the most important in Venice, while that 
of the abductor w^s of very little account. The 
gondoliers who had helped in the flight were 
discovered They were arrested, together with 
thar wives, and put to death by torture Bona- 
ventun’s unde was also tortured to death for not 
have been able to keep a better watch on his nephew. 
The pohee were set on the tracks of the fugitives, 
and with all solemnity, at the top of the Rialto, 
a price was put on their heads. But that served 
no purpose, and everyone was asking where Pietro 
Bonaventun could have gone with his prey 
He had gone quite cheerfully to his own home 
in Florence, where his father, a notary and keeper 
of commeraal records, Jella Mereanaa, owned a 
little house in the Place Saint Marc (Savonarola’s 
square), a narrow place with a two-window ed 
frontage which one still sees, though more or less 
transformed, on the opposite side to the church 
Here is a subject for a picture which no one has yet 
painted, a subject which is not only psychological hut 
picturesque as well — something not unhke Madox 
Brown’s The Zjist oj England the flight of the 
two prosenbed lovers, dinging to each other and 
shivering, across the stagnant waters to Fusina, 
whilst the first light of day, appeanng behind theu: 
heads, feebly illumines the flat banks and thm 
arbutus-trees on the mainland where they are 
about to step ashore No one could say then, 
and these two children least of all, that the hght 
furrow traced by the gondola m the calm water 
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of the lagoon would seem one day to be a connect- 
ing link between two great cities which had been 
rivals and enemies for centuries. Most probably 
they were thinking of nothing, seeing that they 
were in love, “ Un bagage est necessaire . . 
says tlie poet.i They carried with tliem the curses 
of a whole city, a few jewels from tlie palace of 
the Cappelli, and tlie idea that tliey were going to 
live in the seventh heaven ! 

They lived with tlie notary, and they lived ill. 
Their first care was to cross the Place Saint Marc 
to have their hurried betrothal blessed in tlie church 
opposite. But the regularization of their union did 
not bring them good luck. The news from Venice 
was bad. Far from pardoning them, Bianca’s 
father, the illustrious Bartolemeo Cappello, promised 
a considerable bounty to anyone who would 
avenge his honour. It was not long before Bianca 
and her husband ceased to feel that tliey were 
safe. Agents appointed by the Most Serene 
Republic were always prowling round the Place 
Saint Marc in Florence, and were considered much 
too honest to draw tlieir pay witliout trying to 
earn it by doing some useful work. That, at 
least, was what Pietro Bonaventuri put into the 
mind of Bianca, whom he kept confined as though 
she were in a gaol. And that, moreover, was 
what he told Prince Francesco de Medici when 
he went to beg the latter’s protection. 

Thus for the second time was tlie young prince 
brought into the affairs of tlie lovers from Venice. 

I Victor Hugo 
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When he had first received the news, in Bartoh’s 
letter, he had tned to save their uncle Bonaventun 
And he had tried all the more because the latter, 
a Florentine and ostensibly a director of a Vene- 
tian bank, was also a secret agent for the Duke 
of Florence — in other words a spy But the 
Senate of Venice did not readily give up its victims. 
Bonaventun was dead in his prison, and the prince 
failed m his first effort. But he was twenty- 
three, and his imagmation set to work. Day 
by day his cunosity was increased by all that he 
was told of Bianca Cappcllo, for in those remote 
times Florence was a town given to gossip and 
dehghting m scandal He wanted to see the 
heroine of this drama, this charming head round 
which the whole of an mfunated Vemee placed 
a flaming aureole. Then he met her at the house 
of a lady of the Court, the very accommodating 
Marqmse de Mondragonc, and at the first glance 
he succumbed to her Mother-m-law Bonaventun 
was an accomphee m their meetings, and a regular 
conspiracy was hatched round the girl m order 
to throw her mto the arms of the young pnnee 
She was persuaded that he alone could save her 
husband She heheved it — and lost him 

Francesco, then, was mterested m Bianca 
CappeUo He was too mterested m her, m fact 
he went beyond what was necessary to assure her 
safety and up to the pomt of nskmg his own 
He went nght across the aty at mght to visit 
her, m spite of the paternal advice of Duke Cosmo, 
who had no need to take a similar risk seemg that 
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he himself had installed his mistress, n certain 
Camilla Martelli, near him in his own ducal villa. 
The prince’s passion for Bianca grew' greater 
w'hen he was with her and w'as only enhanced by 
her absence. When he had left Florence and was 
on his way to Austria to meet an ugly, austere 
and disdainful Archduchess to make her his w'ifc 
he was thinking only of Bianca Cappcllo, and 
wrote her a number of verses w'hlch arc no worse 
than any other amorous verses of the period. 
Eventually, when, married to the Austrian, he 
had returned to his own country and had been 
installed, as a kind of Regent, in tlic Palais Vicux, 
which had just been redecorated for the young 
Archduchess, he brought the husband, Pietro 
Bonaventuri to Court, put him in charge of the 
Wardrobe, and gave his household a palace in 
the Via Maggio on the left bank of the Arno. 
This palace is still to be seen, and still bears the 
name Bianca Cappcllo. Bronzino’s portrait of 
her in tlie Pitti Palace dates from about this time. 
The face is small and rather sad and, compared 
with that painted by Titian w'hcn Bianca w^as only 
twenty, is longer and almost thoughtful. She 
was then at tlie zenitli of her beauty — one imagines 
her to have been supple and slim sull — and at 
the decisive point of her life : before that date 
her life was romantic ; afterw^ards it was -historic. 

But was it to be historic ? If she was to appear 
in history, it was essential for her husband to go 
out of It. He was an eventual obstacle, and in 
no case a safeguard. The prestige of tliis married 
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woman was reduced to something very small, 
for the fidelity of the one man was not great 
enough to compensate for the lack of fidehty in 
the other The quondam clerk, with honours 
thick upon him, disclosed his baseness of soul to 
all eyes There is one point, indeed, which has 
not been touched upon by the histonans that is 
the question of whether, when he ran away from 
Venice with the reckless daughter of the Cappelh 
— this beauty who dazzled everyone who beheld 
her — ^whether love was in truth the only fury 
which urged him or whether he had not some 
personal ambition as well Through his uncle, 
the secret agent of Duke Cosmo, he was very well 
acquainted with the paths that led to the Palace 
The manner in which he conducted the affair — 
hints of the danger of his wife being discovered, 
the obtaining of the Pnnee’s intervention, the 
phlegm with which he accepted what ought to 
have made him desperate, the way he seemed to 
glory in his shame, the cheerful hfc which he 
led from that moment onwards — all that sheds 
a very ugly bght on this adventurer We would 
have been delighted to recognize the silhouette 
of a fool But we come upon that of an intnguer 
No one was very incensed, therefore, on heanng 
one fine mommg m August 1572 — the 25th to 
be exact-i-that on the night before Pietro Bona- 
ventun, on his way home from the Strozzi Palace 
where he had supped and taken the lead m a grand 
f6te, had been attacked and killed on the other side 
of the Amo, just after he had crossed it by the 
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Pont Santa Trinita, by ii party of armed men at 
tlic head of winch was Ins rival in amorous con- 
quests, Roberto dc Ricci. Not much time was 
wasted in asking if the dead man’s wife liad somc- 
tliing to do witli tins abrupt ending to a delicate 
situation. It worried her very little, it seemed, 
for the thought that she might wish to marry some- 
one else did not enter anyone’s mind. Assassination 
was tlien quite a normal instrument of widowhood ; 
but in tliose days of uncertain diagnosis, of chronic 
malaria, of dangerous roads and complicated ven- 
dettas, it was impossible to tell in exactly what 
proportion plague, poison, brigands or police agents 
collaborated in the loosening of conjugal chains. 

It IS not far from the end of the bridge w'hcrc 
Bonaventuri w^as killed to tlie palace of Bianca 
Cappello, which is still standing in the Via Maggio, 
with Its almond-shaped door and its great window's 
of iron lattice-work — melancholy, dusty and 
sleepy — just as it w'as on that sinister night of 
25 August 1572. More sleepy now' perhaps. 
It must have heard, in tlie stillness of night and 
through windows open in summer, the shouts and 
the clash of steel — for tlie w'retch fought in his 
own defence. And tlicn it was all over. She w'as 
a widow, quit of a man who had dishonoured her 
for the second time. And at tlie end of the alley 
opening out in front of her house like a cleft in 
a rock, was her lover’s palace, and somew'here 
in the outskirts of Florence was her lover himself, 
waiting in his country retreat for the day w'hen he 
would be able to grant her all that she might ask. 
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What she did ask when she threw herself at his 
feet, m her long mourning erSpe and with her 
face ravaged by the horror of that tragic night, 
was "Justice! Justice!” She swore that she 
longed for the discovery and pursuit of her hus- 
band’s murderers, whoever they might be, and 
for their punishment She had with her her 
daughter, the htde Pellegnna, the aptly named 
child of the two fugitives, and desired to hve only 
for her, calhng Heaven to witness that she was 
gomg to return to her own country — ^wherc, 
probably, no one would be unduly exated at 
seemg her again It w’as an edifying example of 
virtue and conjugal love The Court, or at any 
rate part of it — and that the important part — 
was rather taken with it The Duchess of 
Bracaano, the charming daughter of Eleanor of 
Toledo, wrote thus from her b^ to Bianca 

I love you more ttun i ttstcr 

As for the Grand Duke, his feehngs had not 
changed There is extant a note of his, written 
at about this date and sent to her with a httle 
pamted wax tablet This is it 

BitxivzD Bianca, 

1 am tending you from Pm a portrait of me done by 
our matter CclUni- My heart goes with h. — D on FaANonco 

Everythmg, then, was conspirmg to make the 
beautiful widow Grand Duchess of Tuscany — 
everything, that is, except the Grand Duchess 
herself For there was one existmg already, a 
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fact which was apt to be forgotten amid all this 
hubbub. And she, grumpy, small, haughty and 
ill-shapen though she was, was the Emperor’s 
sister and therefore of some account. In the 
hue and cry of XVIth-century Florence she 
produced that kind of austere virtue with regard 
to which, since it was not the result of spite, one 
never knew whether it came from Heaven or 
Hell. She persisted not only in remaining alive 
for a further six years, but also in presenting her 
husband with a number of children — one son 
and several daughters, of whom one was Marie 
de Medicis, the future queen of France. Never- 
theless the patience of Fate is not everlasting. 
One day when she was again near her time she 
was allowed to fall on the palace steps and, for- 
tunately for the projects of the Grand Duke, she 
died without much further delay. His only son, 
the little Prince Filippo, also died a few years 
afterwards. Learned men have since then shown 
that these accidents were natural enough, but the 
people of Florence, habituated to them though 
they were, were none the less startled at the fact 
that aU the tragic deaths which took place round 
Bianca CappeUo were invariably to her advantage. 
They professed a cordial hatred for her, and called 
her “ The Sorceress.” 

In revenge another people took her fo its heart. 
On the day when it became possible for her to 
become Grand Duchess of Tuscany, Venice remem- 
bered that she was a Venetian, A supreme decree 
of the Senate declared her to be “ a true and especial 
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daughter of the Republic ” in consideration of her 
“ distinguished virtues ” Three hundred and sixty 
cousins were bom to her bettveen one day and 
the next, and dad themselves in crimson silk as 
a sign of their joy The lagoons were hghted up 
and magnificent embassies were despatched Every 
allusion to her flight and her condemnation was 
erased from the registers of the Awogana They 
could not bnng back to life Unde Bonaventun 
and the gondohers who had been tortured to 
death to teach them to keep a better guard over 
youth, but smce her father was snll available they 
brought him to Florence that he might see the 
daughter whom he had formerly cursed crowned 
there, and he derived much honour from it 
He thought his daughter very much changed 
But wws she so very different f This woman, 
whose career may seem a prodigy of mtngue 
and ambitious industry, was exactly the same as 
the one who had fled from Vemcc with a penndess 
youth and perhaps, at this moment she was no 
more dunking of the gorgeous future which she 
had now recovered than, in the former case, she 
was thmking of the equally gorgeous future which 
she was leavmg behmd her She was becoming 
a queen as she had become a panah — for love. 
Look at all the portraits of her which have been 
painted in none of them do we see the attributes 
of royalty They appear only in one of Pastonno’s 
medds. There is here nothing solemn, as there 
16 m all those full-length portraits of grand dukes 
and grand duchesses which stretch along the mter- 
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minable corridor running from the XJffizi to the 
Pitti Palace and cross the Arno, in a gloomy row, 
hke a procession of ghosts suspended in mid-air. 
We may search for traces of her in the palaces of 
Florence but will find hardly any. But there are 
many in the modest villas of the Medici, in those 
days simple htde places on the outskirts of Florence, 
as was, for instance, Poggio a Caiano. The fact 
was that whereas ordinary upstarts would have 
blazoned forth their happiness, she hid hers. No 
one was ever less of a queen. Once in possession 
of her husband, she forgot the rest. Formerly 
she had tried a daring imposture : she had pre- 
tended to be pregnant and had one day produced, 
as her son, the child of a poor Tuscan peasant. 
But she had not dared to persist in her deceit 
before the man she loved. ^ She confessed every- 

* Were it not for the murders which so often assured the secrecy of 
affairs of state durmg this period this story would be merely comic. In 
1575 Bianca Cappello pretended to be pregnant, and m August 1 576 des- 
patched a devoted follower of hers, a certain Giovanna Conti, to find some 
women who were shortly to become mothers She selected three of 
them, had them looked after with the greatest attention in various houses 
in Florence and visited by a doctor, named Gazzi, whom she had won 
over to her cause When one of them, a handsome countrywoman, who 
was thus being cared for m a house close to the prison des Stincke, brought 
into the world on the night 28-29 August, 1576, a male child who, 
appeared fit to be an heir and a prince, Bianca pretended that her own 
delivery had taken place The Grand Duke, woken up in the night, 
hurried to his mistress’ bedside, and seeing the fine baby which had just 
been brought m, and having no doubt whatever that it was his ovm son, 
deaded that he should be called Antonio The real mother, as soon 
as she was well enough, was taken m secret to Bologna and given a post 
as a nurse m the house of the Pepoli Two years later, returning to 
Bologna after a journey to Florence, she was met on the road by hired 
ruffians and shot She died m the hospital at Bologna, but not, however, 
before she had time to teU the whole story to a certain Father Cecchi 
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thing to him, and he was m no way concerned 
Montaigne, who happened to be in Florence 
m 1580, and was present at a dmner in the 
Pitti Palace, was surprised to see the Grand 
Duchess occupymg the place of honour above her 
husband 

“ She seems,” he said, “ to have the sclf-suffi- 
aency to have captivated the prmce and to have 
retamed his devotion for a long nme.” 

Montaigne’s view was an accurate one. They 
were as faithful to each other dunng the nine 
years which they spent together as they had been 
dunng the fourteen years spent on two very 
different soaal planes Henceforth only death 
could separate them 

But It did not separate them The “ Sorceress ” 
had many a time said that there would not be days 
but only hours between her husband’s last breath 
and her own Once agam her magic power was 
displayed One autumn evenmg, at Poggio a 
Caiano, as the Grand Duke was rctummg from 
hunting, he hngered by a small lake and caught 
a tertiary fever which took strong hold of a con- 
stitution not only worn out but long smee aggra- 
vated by the fearsome medicmes which he used to 
compound for himself Ingemously, but m vam, 
he sought rchef m remedies made up from extrac- 
tions taken from goats, crocodiles and hedgehogs. 

The Gnnd Duke thm Icunt the trutk. NerertheleM the chAd, who 
wu not ha toQt nor thtt of ha wife nor cren of ha mutrea, condnued to 
ctU hinaclf Antomo de Media He wu made legitumte m 1 5 83 and 
liter OD wu oTcrwhdmed with &TOtin, crated Dak« of Cimpestn 
tsd legate of the Kmg of Spam m Italf 
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In a few days he was in his last agony. Bianca, 
stricken with fever at the same time, and unable 
to be at his bedside to nurse him, was consumed 
with anxiety and sent constant messages to him. 
The Grand Duke’s brother, Ferdinand — ^he whom 
we saw at the age of five or six in the portrait of 
Eleanor of Toledo — ^was present. He had 
quarrelled with Francesco and Bianca years before, 
and had become reconciled wdth them only a few 
days previously. And now, as heir presumptive 
to his brother, he prowled round the sick-rooms — 
sick himself witli impatience and greed. Pelle- 
grina, Bianca’s daughter, set to work to snatch 
from her mother, as soon as she became uncon- 
scious, the legacy of 30,000 scudi which she 
knew was in the hands of the Keeper of the Purse. 
The Archbishop of Florence and other Church 
dignitaries were ordering their mules and htters 
to be prepared ready to start for the city and 
bring the news of death as though it were news 
of a victory. Within the Villa Poggio a Caiano, 
that great arcaded square of stone which looks so 
calm in the sunshine of to-day and which has 
since been the scene of so many pleasant assem- 
bhes, there was being enacted, in the torrid days 
of the Tuscan autumn of 1587, a triple tragedy of 
which we shall doubtless never know all the base- 
ness and the horror. 

Bianca, who had always sacrificed her dignity 
to her love, displayed, now that she was alone and 
in dire peril, die dignity which is always found 
wanting m hearts where there is no love. Feeling 
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that the was very lU she sent for her Confessor and 
said to him 

MaJ:c mv 6rcwelli to my Lord Francesco de Media «id tell 
him thst 1 have always been very feithful and very lovint Tell 
him that ray illness his only become lenous because of his own 
and ash for my pardon if I have offended him in any way 

The man to whom this message was addressed 
was lying in an adjoining room already dead 
The noise, the unusual hurrying to and fro of 
feet, the stamping of horses and the rumbhng of 
vehicles setnng out for Florence m that mad flight 
which ensues upon the death of kings, tears scarcely 
restramed on some faces, joy ill-concealed on others, 
the sudden appearance of two cardinals in her 
room — her brother-in-law, the Cardinal Grand 
Duke, and the Cardinal Archbishop of Florence — 
all this told the unfortunate woman in her agony 
that her sole support on earth was no more. 

If he live*, I live if he dies, I am nothmg. 

So strongly u my loul united to ha 

That ha end will be followed by mine, 

she had often said, as Ronsard had said before her 
The moment had come to keep her word, and she 
kept It. Less than eleven hours passed before 
she died, thus proving by her mastery over what 
18 the least ea^y mastered tlung in the world, 
that there was in her something else besides a 
courtesan’s ambition, and that her witchcraft was 
composed of love 

Then there took place a scene for which, to 
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do it justice in painting, we would have to ante-date 
the birth of Zurbaran or Valdes L^al, Pellegnna, 
watching her mother die, lost neither time nor 
her wits. There was present a man who was 
devoted to her, one Father Maranta, the dying 
woman’s confessor. Pellegrina dictated to him 
a declaration which came, she said, from the mouth 
of Bianca Cappello. By this all the money then 
in the hands of the Keeper of the Purse, except 
for 5,500 scudi each to the secretary and the cup- 
bearer, was left to Pellegrina herself. As the 
dying woman could not sign this declaration, the 
doctor, then Bishop Abbioso, and then Father 
Maranta himself, were asked to sign for her, 
certifying that those were her last wishes. 

The document [says Abbioso] was immediately brought to be 
read to the Arch Duchess, who was being held up in a sitting 
position in her bed by several ladies The text was read from 
the side of the bed because there was a crowd of people at both 
Its head and foot. I myself, in fact, v^as unable to come close 
Before the reading ww finished I heard some people present 
saying “ It’s not worth while going on Can’t you see that 
she is no longer conscious ? She has already passed away.” 
Others were saying . “ Read on to the end, for she is alive and 
can hear • ” and such like words On that I forced my way 
forward to see for myself whether she was alive or dead I 
found that she \vas in a swoon and was not consaous of any- 
thing. . . . 

Thus expired, amidst a seething mass of intrigue 
and hatred, Francesco de Medici and Bianca 
Cappello, the Philemon and Baucis of murder. 

Murder f But are we so sure of that ? Bianca 
Cappello’s greatest trait, her dominant passion, is 
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no mystery Her secondary traits — scrupulous- 
ness or danng, good or ill faith — and her auxihary 
passions are sull nddles to us And neither the 
portrait by Bronsano which wc see m the Pitn, 
nor that in the Ufiizi m which the face is fuller and 
less intelhgent, nor the other, also m the Uffia, 
done at a time when she already had dropsy, in 
which she is fat and gross and time has begun 
to put Its necklace of wrinkles round her neck — 
none of these give us all the information we need 
It IS true that they are by mediocre hands, exc^t 
Bronzmo’s and even hia hand was weary The 
portraits in words, the letters folded away m the 
archives arc not very rcvcahng either But one 
single trait nvets our attention — that of benevo- 
lence, the all-embraang benevolence which we can 
easily reconcile with her cruelty towards certam 
people We see Bianca always busy winning 
hearts, dissolving hatreds, reconciling enemies. It 
was she who by her persistent entreaty brought the 
Cardinal back to his brother and installed him at 
Poggio a Caiano, where he was lucky enough to 
be m the mck of time to grasp his hentage to the 
throne.' All those who came near her, except 

I CirdmiJ Ferdmuido de Medid wu bar prenmptire to tbc Grind 
Dube, wboM oclj mile chiTd wu deid. He corduilr delated bu mter 
bp 4 iw Tbe litter wnbed to enct him (u box) to be reconciled 
to bun at one ihid tbe nme time. In September 1586 ibe tried u the 
bad already tned m i $76 to pretend that ibe wai pre|pant and to pr epare 
for tbe arriTal of a child wbum abe meant to pan off u tbe bar not ibe 
felt heraelf doselp watched by tbe agenti of tbe Cardinal who wti quite 
determmed not to allow an unpoitare ao prcjodicBd to bu Interats to 
be accomplubed She then pretended to K mtuclx mutaken as to tbe 
loitinienti of her brother m-law and wrote him the following dtraordmar/ 
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those whose murder she contrived, loved her and 
spoke as witnesses for her at the bar of history. 
The people, however, hated her. Wherefore, 
facing this portrait of her in the Prometheus 
Room, we remain uncertain. . . . 

Leaving the Palais Pitti and wandering through 
the city we will go and look at the scene of the 
drama. It has not changed. The stones are 
there, everything remains in its place, as though 
the prima donna had only just left the stage. In 
an idle stroll we can follow the road taken by 
Pietro Bonaventuri on the night when he was 
killed as he left the Strozzi Palace to go home. 
It IS quite short. We reach the Pont Santa Trinita, 

letter, since discovered by Armand Baschct m the Archivto centrale di 
Stato, at Florence 

" Most Illustrious and Reverend Monseigneur, my Most Honoured 

Brother-tn~lav3, 

Signor Prospero, whether actuated by his desire to see this House 
prosper in all things or whether convinced by what he had heard that I 
was ‘ enceinte,’ was a little too forward m notifying Your Most Illustrious 
Lordship of my condition But I would not wish the pleasure which 
you have expressed to be upset in case things turn out differently from 
what is now the general opmion In actual fact, although they have 
noticed and still find in me all the symptoms of pregnancy, except that I 
do not feel the movement of the child — ^which by the way has now grown 
large — ^this the most certam sign of all being lacking, I cannot but be 
anxious, or speak of it without expressing doubt And it was m such 
wise that I spoke to the aforesaid Signor so that he should pass the 
information on to vou, keeping to my own words, and so that he should 
invite you to my lying-m, if God should grant me that blessing, I being 
persuaded that your very agreeable presence would not only alleviate 
all my pains but would still further augment for me, however great it 
might already be, the satisfaction that everyone would have in such an 
event I gave Signor Prospero strict orders to tell you aU this on my 
behalf and, whatever he may actually have said, I greatly appreciated the 
expressions of your satisfaction and your prompt deterimnation to con- 
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and at almost any time of the year, at the comer 
of the parapet v/hich Mr Henry Hohday chose 
for his famous picture of the meeting place of 
Dante and Bcatnce, tic will find flower merchant! 
with their baskets round the statue of Summer, with 
Its corresponding basket in stone. The sun streams 
down behmd the old black houses of the Borgo 
San Jacopo , the murmur of the crowd is hke that 
of a pigeon-house , the shoes of pontes harnessed 
to their frail carts rattle madly on the flag-stones , 
there is not the least suggestion of tragedy 

On the other side of the badge, in the httlc 
square where the assassins made thar attack, the 
scene is even more crowded and cheerful a 

gntnkte me m nch hippy arcarnmnea Not tkit Uui vni m lor 
wiy oew to me, for I know bow man/ reaicm /on have for wabmg ibere 
to be ca bar to thia Hotue and aboire all that b« ihonld be born of me» 
who am lo modi /onr demted acmni that m/ bean mcltj to /on in m/ 
profoond gratitude for the lore joo bear me Ili then through Oar 
Lord* WeaBn|, thag» torn oat weih although th^ are not happening 
u the/ did with me before tn aimilar orcntmtancea, and although I do 
not fed the morement of the ch 3 d as pregnant women osuall/ do, then 
I nppose 07 time will be about the imadle of December But If ft 
ahonid be otherwise — and I am obhged to hare m/ doubts, for the reasons 
which I hate just menuoned and also because fresh pams m m/ bod/ 
and gromi hate kept me m temble agon/ for four da/s and might bring 
on a miscaritage — one of the greatest rcfjxts I should hare would be to 
thmi of the grief which I know Your Most Kastnous Lordship would 
eipenence at such disappomtocnt. To-da/ God be prais^ I am falrl/ 
wdL I win kem /on informed of all that happms to me, bcggmg /ou 
meanwhile to ofler pra /eri for 07 presemtim and to regale yourself 
with Some plums which I am sending herevnth as I am lute tlit nnce 
the/ are now out of season the/ will bo particnlarl/ welcome. 

The Very Affectionate Sister m Law and Serr tu t 
of 

Your Moat LDottnoos and R e r er end Lordship 

GtiXD Duchess of FtoLEitcz ” 

Florence, 17 September 1586 
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chestnut-seller is uncovering his smoking wares, 
mules, harnessed to light carts, painted scarlet 
and full of Jiascht of wine, known as scelti^ are 
shaking their red pompoms and white plumes ; 
a carter is watering his horse at an exquisite weather- 
beaten marble basin, as indifferent to the fact that 
it is a masterpiece as is the beast who is plunging 
his nostrils into it ; hawkers are holding up almond 
branches in flower which look like lighted cande- 
labra ; a motor-car glides down the narrow street 
and throws its blue smoke over the Cappello 
Palace, carrying with it on its way perhaps the same 
passions which dwelt tliere hitherto. Everything 
in the eternal smile of Florence combines to make us 
forget her tragic moments. History is powerless 
to counteract our impression of Nature and Art. 
Lampoons, dtarii^ archives, diplomatic correspon- 
dence full of crimes cannot hold their own against 
the delightful pictures of Florentine life which 
Ghirlandajo, Botticelli and Filippo Lippi have 
left for us. Are these documents the truth, the 
whole truth Are these pictures no more than 
lies 1 Who can say ? 

In front of us, in the ancient convent known as 
the Barbettij now no longer a religious house 
but devoted to feminine education, young girls 
pass in and ouL In this “ secondary school ” 
they are given the usual modern education. They 
will learn all that is happening and has happened 
for thousands of years in this great world of ours. 
They will be taught physics, chemistry, the effects 
of “ rays ” which are known by every letter in the 
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alphabet They wUl leam the succession of all 
the Pharaohs who reigned in Egypt, why earth- 
quakes come and when Halley’s comet will return 
— for we are told that henceforth history is to 
be a saence, and that with “ good methods ” 
mistakes cannot be made. But they will never 
know whether or not, here under the very windows 
of their school, on the very stones upon which 
thar heels tap every day, Bianca Cappello's hus- 
band was murdered at her own msbgation 
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PORTRAIT OF ISABELLA D’ESTE, JIARCHIONESS OF MANTUA 

Dravung by Leonardo da Vmci, in the Louvre 


To face p 14.3 





ISABELLA D'ESTE 
AND HER ALLEGORIES 
IN THE LOUVRE 



Portraits of Isabella d’Estc, wife of Gian Francesco Gonzaga, Fourth 
Marquis of Mantua 

Authentic ist Charcoal drawing, set off by colour, by Leonardo 
da Vinci, done in 1499, representing Isabella d’Estc at about the age of 
twenty-five , right profile , No 390 m the room in the Louvre contammg 
Leonardo da Vinci’s drawings 

2nd Medal by Cristoforo Romano, struck in 1498, representing 
Isabella d’Estc at the age of twenty-four, with the inscription Isabella, 
Esten, March Man 

3rd Wedding medal of Gian Francesco Gonzaga and Isabella d’Este, 
both in left profile 

4th Oil pamting by Titian, painted in 1536 after a portrait done from 
imagination by Francia (and now lost) twenty-five years earlier — in the 
Vienna Museum 

5th Oil painting by Rubens, after a portrait done from the hfc by 
Titian (now lost) in the Vienna Museum 

6th Oil pamting identical with the above (No 5) which would be 
the original of the Titian copied by Rubens — acquired b> the Goldschmidt 
Collection in 1903 

Presumed portraits, with grounds for the supposition — 

1st Drawmg in red chalk, said to be a portrait of Isabella d’Estc, in 
right profile, in the Ufiizi 

2nd Figure of a woman, in right profile, with her hands crossed, 
in the left of the picture called Beata Osanna by Bonsignon in Mantua 

3rd The central figure, full-face, in the Dance of the Muses m the 
Parnassus by Mantegna in the Louvre, and the design made for this 
figure, at Munich 

Presumed portraits, without grounds for the supposition — 

1st The central figure, standing with head bent, and the seated 
figure holding a lamb in the Cotiri of Isabella d'Este, by Lorenzo Costa, 
m the Louvre 

2nd Figure of a woman resemblmg the portrait of Isabella d’Este by 
Leonardo da Vmci, attributed to Beltraffio (Alfred Momspn Collection). 



ISABELLA D’ESTE 
AND HER ALLEGORIES 
IN THE LOUVRE 


D O YOU KNOW THE ROOM m which 
Leonardo da Vina’a drawings arc kept ? 
Of all the rooms which the sightseer 
hurries through, there arc few which inspire in 
him a greater dread of losing his way for ever 
than this one. For it is far away from the paint- 
mgs m heavy gdt frames which rejoice his eyes 
with recognizable and showy subjects. Here he 
IE always alone, and does not know which way to 
go to get back to the crowd Thus it often 
happens that even on a hohday this out-of-the- 
way room remains empty, and that the stray seeker 
after adventures turns back from it as soon as he 
has entered it, simply because he feels himself 
to be alone But he has not looked carefully He 
IS not alone here The faces drawn by Leonardo 
four hundred years ago are attractive enough for 
anyone who likes to read the message of eyes and 
bps , and in the middle, in the place of honour, 
IS a woman’s profile interesting enough to provide 
him with a whole day’s thought, just as the woman 
herself gave her own century food for thought. 
For this 16 Isabella d’Este. 

It IS a tnfle in charcoal, with very faint traces 
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of colour, and shading as soft and smoky as though 
breathed on to a sheet of paper. All round the 
profile one can see pm-pricks, which prove that 
this is a maschto or a stereotype plate : for surely 
no one would have so damaged the original except 
to transfer it to other sheets of paper by this primi- 
tive method. It is, then, no replica but the original, 
done from tlie life. Its vitality, in fact, catches 
the eye at once and guarantees the likeness. The 
figure IS placed almost full-face, with the right 
shoulder a little forward, but the head is turned 
so as to be in exact right profile, and tins slight 
contrast is enough to give the idea of a vivacious, 
versatile personality. The high and slighdy convex 
forehead clearly indicates tliat commonsense is a 
predominant feature : it is the forehead of the 
ideal housekeeper, with a positive, practical, well- 
ordered mind. The straight nose is rather long, 
and consequently, according to the sesthetic of the 
time, beautiful : it droops, almost imperceptibly, 
and seems to be sniffing — ^vffiich, combined with 
the thin bps, suggests a gourmet’s sensuousness. 
The chin, firm without being too prominent, 
well upholds the promise of the forehead — a decisive 
and tenacious will. The arms are crossed modestly, 
as are those of La Gioconda, with the forefinger 
of the right hand stretched along the left arm. 
The long, nervous hand is of the 'kind which 
enjoys testing the quality of bronze, ivory, silk 
and furs. 

This is the pose extolled by Leonardo da Vinci 
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in his chapter on Hovo Women should be Painted 
And he has observed another of his own precepts 
here, too ‘‘ Avoid contemporary fashions as far 
as possible.” The corsage, cut very low and with 
plain, vertical stripes, the full, soft sleeves, the 
way the hair is dressed — falhng in one thick wave 
from forehead to shoulders — do not belong to 
one penod more than to another, and one would 
be hard put to it to date them The history of 
costume can be best studied in mediocre portraits 
— and this is an exceptionally good one. Nor 
does It give us any help m studying the history 
of jewels, for there are no jewels visible. It is 
simply a portrait as conceived by a great painter 
Nather vanity nor fashion has set its stamp upon 
It. But looking closely one can see a supplementary 
coiffure marked out in pin-pncks round the 
charcoal drawing a lace veil encircles the curve 
of the forehead and is raised above the eyebrows 
hke the vizor of a monon after the fashion then 
m vogue amongst noble Mantuan ladies un 
velo al ^uale f anno fare una bella punta nella jronte, 
says Vecelho — a widow’s veil, perhaps, added to 
the portrait at a later date. But all this in no 
way detracts from the simphaty of the outhne. 
The portrait is certainly by Leonardo 

And It IS a likeness, which is a very rare thmg, 
but one which here one cannot question Of all 
the portraits of Isabella d’Este, tms one, just as 
It IS the only one which is “ ahve,” is also the only 
one which distinctly recalls the profile m the medi 
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of her by Cristoforo Romano. Lorenzo da Pavia, 
who knew her well and who was more of an art 
connoisseur than he was a man of the world, wrote 
thus to her on 13 March 1500 : 

Leonardo da Vinci is m Venice and has shown me a portrait 
of Your Highness which is a perfect likeness, and so well executed 
that It could not be better.^ 

Here, then, is a guarantee of the likeness of this 
drawing, which was used as though it were a photo- 
graphic plate and from which copies were taken.- 
It IS certainly the Maschto of Isabella d’Este, 
Marchioness of Mantua. But what was her face 
like ? 

There is none more worthy of being deciphered. 
Sister-in-law of Lucrezia Borgia and of Ludovic 
the Moor, wife of Francesco Gonzaga, the hero 
of Fornovo, aunt of the Constable of Bourbon, 
who captured Rome — ^without her the Renaissance 
could hardly have come about, and in the chequered 
Iistory of the XVth and XVIth centuries in 
htaly the golden thread of her career runs every- 
where. From 1490, the date of her marriage, to 
1539, the date of her death, she was the most 
conspicuous figure in all Italy, and one towards 
which every scholar and every foreign king turned 

* " E I’e Venecia Lionardo Vmci el quale m’i mostrato uno retrato 
de la S V. che h molto naturalc a quela Sta tanto bene fato, non h. possibilc 
melio ” 

* On the 7 March, 1 504, she wrote to Fra Pietro da Novellara, who 
was preaching during Lent at Santa Croce in Florence " If Leonardo, 
the Florentine painter, is in Florence we beg you to tell us how he is 
spending his time . Will you ask him to send us another copy of 
our portrait (un altro schtzo del retrato nostro') because our Illustrious Lord 
has given aivay the one he left here.” 
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in order to understand the genius of the race and 
of the country What la Bella Simonetta, a 
quarter of a century earlier, had promised to the 
world, Isabella d’E^te fulfilled for it. She per- 
sonified the Renaissance, tnumphantly accom- 
plished she represented the splendour and the 
flavour of its npe fruition She had several of la 
Bella Simonetta s charactcnstics graciousness and 
the gift of sympathy, fnends by the thousand and 
no enemies, a universal curiosity and zest, the 
art of summing up an age in a gesture and a 
philosophy in a word, an expression which fore- 
warned artists that they had found a model and 
which persuaded philosophers that they had won 
a disciple — and, finally, a beauty which excused 
everything But the had, besides, a perfect 
admixture of bodily health and mental powers, 
which enabled her to make a definite picture of 
what, in Simonetta, was only a prophetic sketch 
She hved a long Ume, and she laid foundations 
— which Botticelli's nymph was unable to do 
and perhaps would not have known how to do 
She made herself lose her husband She had 
children and perpetuated herself in them. In the 
fine book which Juha CarlwTight has devoted 
to her — a model of detailed, comprehensive bio- 
graphy, and the only book, moreover, which we 
possess on la prtma donna del mondo — the author 
IE m truth justified in saying that we have m her 
“ a complete feminine nature ” ' 

> Manf roeaicbes hire been nude bto the nbject of InheTU d Ette, 
amoo^ which the following moft be mentioQed ThoieofMM Louo 
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Finally, she was the inspircr and the legitimate 
owner of a quantity of famous works of art which 
are now in the Louvre and which we admire 
without realizing that we owe them to her : The 
Parnassus, Wisdom Victorious over the Vices, and 
The Madonna of Victory, by Mantegna ; the 
Fight between Love and Chastity, by Perugino ; 
the Triumph of Poetry, by Costa. We owe them to 
her twice over. For not only did she pay for 
them, but she ordered them. She also possessed 
Titian’s Fntombment and Correggio’s Antiope. If 
all those who loved her were present together, 
what a crowd there would be 1 And if those who 
acclaimed her, what applause 1 They would come 
if we chose to call them. They are wandering in 
our memories seeking a fixed spot upon which to 
fasten themselves. The dead are more easily 
united than the living, perhaps : they have for- 
gotten their quarrels, they are less particular on 
the question of precedence. This little room in 
the Louvre suffices for them, for ghosts take up but 
little space. Further south, in Mantua, tlie vast 
palace where she lived, empty and desolate nowa- 
days, would offer tliem no better refuge. They 

and Rdnier, who have between them exhausted most aspects of the subject , 
those of M Pedrazzoh, of M Braghirolh, of M Ferrato, of M Stefano 
Davari , of Armand Baschet into the Archives of Mantua, Gaxetie de 
Beaux-Arts (i886) and Archwto stonco ttahano (1886) and of Charles 
Ynarte, Gazette des Beaux-Arts (1888, 1895 and 1896) But it is to 
an English author that we owe the only work so far published dealing 
solely with Isabella d’Este, Isabella d'Este, Marcho;jess of Mantua (1474- 
1 539 )> o study of the Renaissance, by Julia Cartwnght (Mrs Ady), 2 vols , 
London, 1903, recently translated into French by Mme Schlumberger 
(Hachette et Cie, 1912) 
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v,ould discover scarcely anything of her there 
But they snll find her here together svith those 
ideahzcd faces which the created and those reflec- 
tions of her elegances which the Minao has failed 
to retain in the mirror of its bnght, sluggish, 
pesulenual waters 



THE LIFE SHE HJD TO LEJD 


E very woman lives three lives : the life she 
has to lead, the life she chooses to lead and tlie 
life she dreams of leading — in otlicr words, the 
things she does in spite of the fact that she dislikes 
doing them, the tilings she does because she enjoys 
doing them and the tilings she would like to do 
but does not, either because she cannot or because, 
though she would like to do tliem, she has the 
requisite will-power to say no. When the woman 
in question was one who planned the decoration 
of her own home according to her own wishes, 
who had legions of artists at her beck and call, 
and who prompted their masterpieces we can 
easily imagine what kind of life she dreamed of 
living. But this dream, or ideal, would sometimes 
be quite unintelligible if we did not know for 
what it was a compensation, from what necessity 
or from what reality it freed her — ^what, in a word, 
was “ the life she had to lead.” In the case of 
Isabella d’Este, this latter is none too well known, 
and IS quite eclipsed by her other life — a very 
erroneous idea of which is usually suggested by the 
first pilgrimage one makes to her palace at Mantua. 

The pilgrimage, moreover, is made by too few 
people. It is not easy to say why this quaint 
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town which is so wrapped up in the past, which 
has such an austere quaintncss all its own, and 
which, in addition, contains tlie admirable Sola 
degli Spost, IS not more frequently vmtcd Perhaps 
It IS because its reputation for malaria stiU chngs 
to vt.' A-t long intervals a motor-car speeds like 
a bullet across the Mantuan marshes, as if afraid 
of nucrobes, and pulls up in the anaent Place 
Bordello Elegantly dressed ladies, shrouded in 
veils and stuffed with quimne, step hurriedly out 
of the car, walk quickly away and arc at once 
lost to sight in the immense intcnor of the deserted 
palace. Silence, sohtude, the sun and the empti- 
ness of the place take hold of them and absorb 
them When after innumerable twists and turns 
within this jumble of dilapidated buildings, under 
chandehers which are reflected in the mirrors as 
in still water and under friezes projecting beyond 
ruined statues, after passing the perpendiculars of 
red bnck dropping sneer into the green waters of 
the moat, these lady visitors amve at the rooms, 
or cells really, which were Isabella d’Este’s — to 
tmy, so peaceful, so far away from everything, so 
daintily lighted, with the lake stretching every- 
where as far as the eye can sec, a dazzhng Ime of 
water rcaclung to the horizon — they feel themselves 
to be in the langdom of Immobility and Uncon- 
sciousncES', and imagine that life here was hved 
without gloom or shock — that it was, in fact, 
a httle bonng, as one imagmcs Paradise to be 
Because they have come here in a car, because they 
* Cf K*rl Biedcicr Ntriitn July Leipuc,i9i3 pp iiiiind3i4- 
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have read, that very morning, in the latest edition 
of the newspaper, about some strike or some drama 
of passion, because they have joined two or three 
difierent societies that day, have paid three other 
visits before coming here and mean to have tea 
thirty miles or so fartlicr on, tlicy imagine, sincerely 
enough, that they arc living in a troubled age and 
leading an “ intense life.” 

But the woman who used to dream beneath these 
blue and gold caissons and pass through this low 
doorway with its veneer of many-coloured marble, 
experienced more difficult times, and her ncr%xs 
were subjected to rougher tests. No doubt the 
remains of designs on die walls of die little room — 
violas, virginals, music scores, with their mysterious 
notes inlaid in precious wood — suggest the peaceful 
life of the dilettante and unusual dreams. But to 
realize how unusual they were we must picture 
to ourselves the kind of world in which this little 
artificial world managed to exist and from what 
tempests this Raradtso was the refuge. 

We must remember that society in Italy in the 
XVIdi century was the most cruel that die world 
had produced for hundreds of years ; that the 
upheavals which stirred it were more sudden, 
more unforeseen and more violent than any which 
had been experienced for a long time ; that its 
alliances were of the most ephemeral kind, and its 
morrows most uncertain. A virtuoso playing the 
violin in a cage of wild beasts — it is thus that we 
should first of all picture Isabella d’Este. Through 
her brother, she was a sister-in-law of Lucrezia 
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Borgia and, through her sister, of Ludovic the 
Moor She was a aster of Alfonso d’Este. Thus 
she hved amongst the foxes and the wolves of 
the Renaissance — among its tigers, even — and she 
tamed them Before she could be anythmg else 
— before she could be a humamst, a muacian, a 
Mtecenas, a collector or a traveller, she had first 
of all, and above all else, to be a tamer of wild beasts 

She tamed many different lands. First came 
her husband She was married before she was 
sixteen to a blackamoor of exceptional ughness — 
not the shy kmd of ughness which suggests a 
lapse m type and a lowered vitahty, hut the 
exuberant, impetuous type which astonishes rather 
than ahenates and sometimes even attracts through 
Its power of suggesting a prodigious strangeness 
Flat-nosed, round-faced, thick-hpped, woolly- 
haired, wide-mouthed, with rolhng white eyes 
and a negro’s physiognomy under a thatch of 
hair hke a yak’s coat, Francesco Gonzaga might 
have posed to the life as a dog-man — provided one 
was prepared to assume the existence of negro dog- 
men and ill-informed tourists visitmg museums 
in Italy and vaguely aware that a certam Ludovic 
the Moor hved at this time, thmk that “ Moor,” 
m this connection, means “ African, and never 
fail to apply the name to every portrait of Francesco 
Gonzaga which they see 

He had no negro blood in him, however He 
was the son of Margaret of Bavana and the grand- 
son of Barbara of Brandenburg — but who can 
penetrate the secrets of heredity ? It v'ould be 
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hard to find a more ferocious mask in the whole of 
history, though we scarcely suspect the fact when 
we are looking at the kneeling knight in full 
armour in Mantegna’s picture, The Madonna of 
Victory, which is in the middle of the great gallery 
overlooking the river, in the Louvre. For this 
is Isabella d’Este’s husband. The portrait strongly 
resembles him, but in it he is seen from a softened 
point of view, idealized and taken at a moment 
of delight and ecstasy. To be more certain of his 
features, we must look at tlie medals of him, and 
above all at a certain large bust, attributed to 
Sperandio, which is in Mantua but which is 
carefully tucked away on tlie ground floor of the 
Museo Patrio in a small lumber-room with windows 
facing the Place Dante. This head, which is a 
masterpiece, and tlie extraordinary likeness of 
which IS vouched for by his extraordinary life, 
is more hke a Japanese mask, designed to terrify 
the enemy, than a natural product of the white 
race. Once out of his armour, the Marquis 
Gonzaga wears that expression of ferocious joy 
which one may suppose he wore on the eve of 
Fornovo, on winch day he paid ten ducats for the 
first French head cut off by his stradiots and kissed 
the lips of the man who brought it to him. 

But such as he was, Isabella d’Este loved him — 
and him only. But she also loved ideas, and of 
these, outside hunting and horses,* her husband 
does not appear to have had many. When people 
went to see him they found him lying on a gor- 
geous couch with three pages armed with fly- 
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flappers at his head, three greyhounds and a dwarf 
dad in gold at his feet and a whole councal of 
chained hawks and falcons in grave assembly 
near him All round the walls were portraits 
of his horses and hounds. He took great pnde 
in his stud, which produced a breed of Barbary 
horse that was the envy of every Court. His 
stables, situated on the site now occupied by the 
T palace, contained a hundred and fifty superb 
chargers , no races took place in Italy in which 
his colours were not in evidence, and few in which 
they were not successful Thus he had a wide 
domain for his own triumphs without in any way 
encroaching on that of Isabella d’Este Where 
she ragned he never ventured, nor, since his 
kingdom was elsewhere, needed to venture. She 
■was no mere reflection of him, nor did she over- 
shadow him Neither his absence nor his presence 
lessened her prestige. He had mamed her for 
pohucal reasons , he became attached to her 
through love and he remained bound to her by 
mtcrest. He did not understand his wife, but 
he realized that he did not understand her — 
which IS a good deal for a husband — and since 
he was told that she was a supenor bemg by 
persons whom he considered supenor to himself — 
the King of France, the Doge and the Pope, for 
instance — he ended by being as proud of her as 
he was of his stable— or even prouder 

But his education was not completed m a day 
It often happened that hu gibes warned the hon- 
tamer that she would have to use a certain amount 
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of tact to lead the wild beast along her chosen 
path. The first controversial subject, soon dis- 
covered, was the question of the children. She 
was urging them in the direction of literary study, 
and was overjoyed when she saw her son Federico, 
from his childhood, taking a part with his litde 
friends in the comedies of Apuleius under the 
tutelage of Francesco Vigilio, the humanist. It 
chanced one day that, writing to her husband, she 
gave him an account of the boy’s successes : his 
brutal answer was to the effect that he took no 
interest in his son’s literary knowledge, that he 
had no use for the tutor she had selected, and that 
he soon meant to take the lad into his own hands 
and “ make a man of him.” Thus he made it 
harder for his wife to achieve her ideal : but he 
did not, however, in any way prevent her. 

Another subject of household dissension was 
her jewels. Times were hard : the plains of 
Lombardy were too often devastated by hail- 
storms and epidemics and the passage of armies 
to allow the httle Court much luxury. There 
came a day when the Marquis wanted to make 
his brother Sigismund a cardinal — the Sigismund 
whom we see as a child, clad in white, giving his 
hand to the protonotary in the Sala deglt Sposi at 
Mantua. To do so he required 7,000 ducats. Where 
was he to obtain them ? Without the slightest 
compunction he asked his wife to pledge her last re- 
maining jewels. Instead, she sent him this answer : 

I am, I need hardly say, always ready to obey Y our Excellency’s 
orders, but you have perhaps forgotten that most of my jewels 
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arc already m pawn m Venice — not only thoic which you yourjcif 
gave me but also those whtclt I brought to Mantua as port of 
my dowry and those which I have purchased since my mamage. 
I mention this, not m order to establish a distinction betw ^ 
your possessions and mme, but to show you that I have already 
giTcn everything I ha\'e only four jewels left the Urge ruby 
which ^u presented to me when my first child was bom, the 
large diamond which a my fiL\*Dunte, and the other two which 
you give me. If I pawn these I shall ha\c nothing left and I 
tec myteif bang oUiged to wear black, for 1 should lotdc ndiculous 
dressed m coloured silk and brocade and without jewels. Your 
Excellency will understand that my one thought, at this moment, 
B for your honour and mj own. It Is for tha reason that 1 
beg arw entreat tou not to dcpnvc me of these few ornaments 
I would rather dispense with my cam$re embroidered with small 
stones than part with all my jewels. Before doing so, therefore, 
I wUl await Your Exccllcnc/s reply 

Maktua, ay Jupatj 1496 

That, however, was nothing The Marquis had 
much more disagreeable whims than that, but 
his young wife took, account of them only when 
there was some chance of curbing them without 
a fuss Calculating in advance the concessions 
which he could make, she made no mention of the 
rest and set herself to ignore the inevitable with 
a show of dignity A few years after his mamage 
Francesco Gonzaga became mfatuated with a 
certain Theodora, who became his mistress, and 
by whom he had two daughters. He produced 
her, in full gala dress, at a tournament given at 
Bresaa in honour of the Queen of Cyprus, with 
all Italy looking at her and knowing who she 
was. Isabella alone was unaware of the facts. 
Nearly ten years afterw'ards the was snll skirtmg 
dchcately round controversial subjects, and in her 
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curious correspondence it is only with difficulty 
that we can perceive, as though we were looking 
through the crack of a door, that all was not quite 
as It should be in her household. In October 
1506 the Marquis took the field with Juhus II, 
whom he was helping to reconquer the Romagna. 
They were about to enter Bologna with much cere- 
mony and in the company of seventy-eight cardinals, 
and he was worn out. She wrote to him thus : 

Your letter of excuses for not having written to me has covered 
me with confusion, for it is I who should be asking your pardon 
for my delay. It is not you who arc to blame I know that 
you have scarcely time to eat I But since you arc kind enough 
to apologize you will, I hope, be equally kind and forgive my dcla), 
which was due to Federico’s illness and to my reluctance to send 
you news which would upset you Now, thank God, he is all 
right again and I can cheerfully fulfil my duty The hat which 
you ask for shall be made as soon as ever the master arrncs and 
shall be as fine and smart as possible If you will let me know 
by what date you will require it I will do my utmost to have a 
cloak made to go with it, if there is time, but I would like you 
to tell me at once Thank you for expressing a wish that I 
should see your entry into Bologna It will be a magnificent 
sight, I am sure. I am very well and if you would like me 
to come I will gladly do so I think that even a bomb would 
have some trouble in making me flinch from coming * Your 
Highness ought not to say that it is my fault that I argue with 
you, for as long as you showed me any love no one could persuade 
me to the contrary But I need no one’s help to see that for 
some time past Your Excellency has cared very little for me 
However, since this is a disagreeable subject I will cut it short 
and say no more about it I am disturbed that Your Highness 
disagrees with the name I have given to our son* Ercole I 
would not have done so had I known that it would have dis- 
pleased you But Your Highness knows that when you were 
at Sacchetta you used to say that he was very like my father, of 
happy memory, and that I said at the time that, this being so, 
you might do worse than call him Ercole You be^n to laugh 
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wid sud no more but if you had told me whit was in your 
mind I should not have made this nmtaJee. If I hive another 
son you cm call him Alvisc or anything else you like — but let 
tha one be Ercole for my sake. But I am sure that if I had a 
thousand cons 1 could not expend on any of them the care that I 
am giving to Fedenco All the same Your Highness must do 
as you please and I wHl do whatever you wish. A few days ago 
I went to Your Excdlcncy i new house and as I have already 
told you I thought it very beautifiiL You write to say that 1 
am laughing at you — which is not true, for if these rooms were 
not beautiful I liiould not have mentioned them. But since the 
effect seemed to me strikingly beautiful I wrote to tell you lo and 
I repeat now, that they are beautiful and all the more lo m my 
eyes emee Your Highness has followed the example of my own 
rooms, although I must confess, you have improved upon rt. I will 
not wony you further with unimportant matters but I commend 
myself a thousand times to Your Highness. 

By the band of ItabeUa, wlm long? to see you. 

Mantoa, 5 Orfai/r, 1 506 

We can see in that, deaily enough, how nght 
Flonano Dolfo, the humanist, was when he wrote 
to the Marquis Gonzaga 

You are fortunate above all men m posiessmg a beaubiul, 
dever and noble-minded wife, who is the essence of discretion 
and virtue and has proved herself a true mother of peace, always 
anxious to fulfil your wishes, while at the same time pretendmg 
not to cee or hear about any deed of yours which mi^t be pre- 
judicial or injurious to her 

On the Other hand, she quick to notice 
and understand the smallest thing which might 
be prejudiaal to her husband Wben he was 
away front her she was always nervous on his 
account, and would shower advice upon him 

My Vxxt Illustiuoui Loan, 

There is a rumour here, started either by someone s 
private le tten or by word of mouth, through comeone coming 
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from the country where you now are, that Your Excellency 
spoke ill of the Valentmois (Ctesar Borgia) m the presence of the 
Most Christian King and some of the Pope’s household Whether 
It be true or false this rumour will reach the ears of the Valentmois 
Since the latter is the sort of man who has no scruple in conspiring 
against anyone of his own blood, I am certain that he would not 
hesitate to plot against your person, and since I, for my part, know 
how careless your good nature makes you, and since I am anxious 
for your life, which I esteem more than my own, I asked Antonio 
da Bologna and other knights about your habits I am told that 
anyone at all may serve you at table and that Alessandro da Baese 
has his meals with you and that ordinary valets and pages act as 
carvers and servers Thus if anyone wanted to poison Your 
Lordship, it could be done quite easily, since you are not guarded 
m any way. For this reason I beg and implore you, if not for 
your own sake then for mine and for that of our child, to take 
more care of your person and make Alessandro carry out the duties 
of your carver wi^ the umost care And if Alessandro cannot 
do it I will send you either Antonio or anyone else Your Excel- 
lency would like, for I prefer to run the risk of making you angry 
with me rather than that my child and I should mourn you 
together. 

And in a postscript, in the handwriting of the 
Marchioness : 

My Lord, let Your Lordship not laugh at this letter of mine, 
nor say that women are cowards and are alvra.ys afraid, for the 
wickedness of these people is much greater than my fears apd 
Your Lordship’s courage . . . 

Isabella, who longs to see Your Lordship, 

By her own hand 

Mantua, 23 July, 1502 

In spite of these protests the Marquis Gonzaga 
continued to be rash, for he was brave and was 
about the only man of his time who took war 
seriously. But his recklessness involved him in a 
very unpleasant adventure. One day, when he was 
fighting against the Venetians, after having been 
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their Captain-General for a long time, he was 
surpnsed m a farm, near Legnago, and had only 
just time to jump through a wmdow, and hide, 
unarmed, in a field of maize, where he was sur- 
rounded and eventually forced to surrender He 
was taken m triumph to Venice, and imprisoned 
m the safest cell that could be found for him m 
the Doge s palace. New bars were put m to make 
certam of his security 

Then came the question of obtaming his release. 
Isabella moved Heaven and earth — that is to say, 
the spiritual and the temporal But both of them 
turned a deaf ear and no one seemed very anxious 
to see the wild beast spring out of the cage mto 
which the Venetians had put him He inspired 
confidence m no one for since he had fought 
imder so many different banners and betrayed 
almost as many of them as he had defended, no 
one knew for certain whether, m rescumg him, 
he was going to rescue a friend or an opponent 
So much so, mdeed, that Louis XII and Man- 
mihan retorted to the importumUes of the great 
Marchioness that before they v'ould undertake 
anything, she would have to put her son Federico 
m their hands as a hostage to answer for his father 
Her son as hostage I A she-wolf depnved of her 
cub could not have howled more furiously than 
did Isabella d’Este at such an idea 

Ai for the project regarding our eldeit ion Fedenco, besides 
the &ct that It s a cruel and almost unhutnan thing to do, as 
anyone who understands a mother’s love would know, there arc 
many reasons which malre it difficult and impossible. Although 
we are tjuitc sure that his person would be safe and that he would 
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be protected by Your Majesty, yet how can we allow him to run 
the risk of this long and difficult journey, even setting aside the 
child’s tender and delicate age ■* And surely you must realize 
what a comfort and consolation, with his father m such an unfor- 
tunate position, we derive from the presence of this dear son, who 
IS the hope and joy of all our people and our subjects To deprive 
us of him would be to deprive us of life itself and of all that we 
hold good and precious If you take Federico away from us, 
then take away our life and our possessions at the same time • 
Thus you may answer frankly, once and for all, that we will suffer 
anything rather than be deprived of our son and you may take this 
as our considered and unbreakable resolution 

She gamed her end eventually, but the man whose 
release from prison she obtained was no longer 
the hssome knight who kneels before The Madonna 
of Victory in the Louvre. A year’s captivity had 
made him weak and disabled and thin. He needed 
her constantly, and moaned whenever she escaped 
from the gloomy Castello in Mantua where she 
was always so desperately bored. At the beginning 
of the year 1513 the great Marchioness was at 
Milan, with her nephew, Duke Maximilian, and 
in process of amusing herself recklessly in un- 
ravelhng numberless diplomatic skeins. She started 
new fashions and new projects of alliance. When 
she was comphmented on her dress, she laid claim 
to a fortress. 

The representatives of Germany and Spain, 
Cardinal de Gurk and the Viceroy of Naples, were 
there, both of them madly in love witli one of her 
ladies-in-waiting, la Brognina — a fact of which 
she took advantage by pushing forward the affairs 
of her husband and her brother. She danced 
and she carried on negotiations. The Marquis, 
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for his part, remained in Mantua, ill and fretful 
he did not dance and he did not cxpcncnce any 
great benefit from all these negotiations On the 
other hand, he learnt that there was a great deal 
of talk in Milan about the coquetnes of la Brognma 
His lU-humour seized on this, and becoming 
enraged, he ordered his wife to return She, 
naturally enough, did no such thing , and instead 
of the beautiful Marchioness, the following letter 
arrived for him 


Mt Diar Lord, 

I am gneved, but scaredy furpnsed, to hear that my 
e3q)lanation has not satttfied you, and I would be sdll more 
gnered if I felt that it was my fault rather than my mafortime-- 
Its rt u. But once the reason that I did not at once obey Your 
Excellency was that, with your own permmon, I wanted to 
he^) my lather and please my nephew, it seems to me that you 
ou^t not to express co much omxmtent, and I cannot but deplore 
the ni-chance which always makes my actions displeasing in 
your eyes. I certainly cannot think of anything which I haTC 
done during my stay at Milan which mcna ray oecommg the 
talk of the town. All I know b that you have gamca many 
new friends, for your own good as well as mine, ana that I have 
behaved as 1 should and as I always do, for, thanks to God and 
mysclfi I have never found it necessary other to be guided by 
other people or Co be told how I should regulate my own actions. 
And jthough m other ways I may a>unt for nothing God has 
bestowed tha Wesiing upon me, for which Your Excellency ought 
to be as grateful to me as any husband could be to ho wife, and 
even if you loved and honoured me as much as it a possible to 
do, you will never be able to pay too much for my fidelity It is 
tho which makes you say sometimes that I am proud, because, 
knowing bow much I deserve from you and the little I receive 
I am tempted, at certain moments, to change my nature and appear 
different from what I am. But even if you should treat me ill 
I shall never cease to do what o for the best and the less love 
you show for me the more I shall always love you, because, Indeed, 
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this love of mine is a part of myself and I was so young when I 
became your wife that I cannot remember ever existing without 
It. This being so I think that, for the reasons I have already 
given, I should be allowed to postpone my return for a fortnight, 
without incurring your displeasure Do not be angry with me 
and do not say that you do not believe that I vrant to see you, as 
I have stated m my letters, for if my wishes on this point were 
fulfilled you would let me see you much more often than I do 
m Mantua I commend myself once more to Your Excellency 
and I ask your pardon for so long a letter. F rom one who loves 
you more than she loves herself, 

Isabella, Marchioness of Mantua 

Plaisance, 12 March, 1513 

We may doubt if a less clever woman would 
ever have mastered the terrible Condottiere. But 
beneath his rough exterior he was acute enough to 
realize the prestige and the power which Isabella 
d’Este brought to his httle State. When he felt 
his end approaching he admitted this openly, 
singing the great Marchioness’s praises to his son 
Federico and declaring that he had always found 
in her “ a marvellous genius, capable of any 
undertaking, however important.” Isabella d’Este 
had tamed her husband. 

Now for her brothers. The d’Este family, as 
lords of Ferrara and of princely rank, consisted 
of legitimate and illegitimate children, the latter 
receiving almost as much consideration as the 
former, and being very often more gifted and more 
attractive. Such, at least, was the opinion of the 
beautiful Angela Borgia, a follower and a relation 
of Lucrezia, who, being wooed at the same time 
by Cardinal Ippolito d’Este and by his natural 
brother Giulio, was one day thoughtless enough 
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to tell IppoUto that she would tvilhngly exchange 
him — the \\hole of him from the crown of his head 
to the soles of his feet — just for the eyes of Giuho 
It took no more than that, in those days, to make 
a cardinal a cnminal A few days after this madri- 
gal, when Giuho ivas returning from hunting at 
Belnguardo, wath the gallant following which we 
can sec m the Schifonoia frescoes at Ferrara, 
he was attacked by a party of bravt, thrown from 
his horse and pinioned Then, in front of the 
Cardinal, who watched the operation, his eyes 
were gouged out of their sockets with the sharp 
point of a sword 

History does not tell us whether the beautiful 
Angela forgia loved Ippohto any better on account 
of tius, but It IS certain that the head of the family, 
Duke Alfonso d’Este, did not take an excessively 
strict view of the matter He sent Ippohto away 
for some time for the sake of formahty, and then 
allowed him to return to Court It must be added, 
also, that thanks to some miracle of surgery, one 
at least of Giuho’s eyes was replaced, so that he 
did not lose his sight entirely Niccolo da Cor- 
reggio, the humamst, who was a relation of theirs, 
mtervened and a sort of reconciliation took place 
But It could not last long Giuho could not 
forgive his elder brother for having demed him 
juEUce, nor the other for his lost beauty There 
was a third brother there, Ferrante, a dull-witted 
and dissatisfied man, embittered by the part he 
had to play at Ferrara and filled with contempt 
for the Duke, m whom he saw only the good quah- 
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Ues of a blacksmith, an artilleryman or a potter. 
He and Giulio plotted to kill Alfonso and Ippolito 
with the help of two nobles, a certain Boschetti 
and a ceitain Roberti. They were joined by one 
of Ferrante’s servants named Boccaccio, and a 
musician singer-in-ordinary to the Duke, named 
Gianni. 

The plan was to strike down Duke Alfonso and 
Cardinal Ippohto and to seize power — ^which, in 
tlie normal course of events, would devolve upon 
Ferrante. But who should be struck down first ? 
Giuho wanted it to be the Cardinal, Ferrante tlie 
Duke. They argued, procrastinated, waited. But 
vital secrets do not remain long in the soul witliout 
showing themselves in the face. The Cardinal 
guessed tlie conspirators’ secret. Boschetti and 
Boccaccio, arrested at once and put to the torture, 
confessed and denounced the two princes. Fer- 
rante thought he could trust himself to his brother’s 
clemency. He threw lumself at the latter’s feet 
and repented of his crime : but he had not reckoned 
with the violent blood of the d’Este. Alfonso at 
that moment held a stick in his hand. He struck 
his suppliant brother a savage blow in the face and 
half blinded him with blood. Giulio, who was 
not so simple-minded, fled to his half-sister, Isabella 
d’Este, in Mantua as soon as the plot was discovered. 
Imagine the lovely humanist, in her Grotta, busy 
examining her latest presents from Aldo Manugio 
or recounting some story ” for the brush of 
Bellini, being suddenly informed of the arrival 
of her brother, who carried on his face the marks 
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of the cruelty of another brother and knowing 
that she would have to try and save him from the 
Ecalfold 1 

It ivas a hopeless undertaking Alfonso, hearing 
whither the culprit had fled, demanded that he 
should be handed over, for reasons of State. 
Isabella held out for n long time Lengthy 
cpisdes were sent off to Tcrrara addressed to 
Niccolo da Correggio, who was acting as inter- 
mediary between the two Courts. She put as 
much obstinacy into her attempt to save her 
brother’s head as she did to procure some antique 
bust — but It was a more difficult matter 

“ The people of Ferrara is a people of iron," 
the worthy Joachim du Bcllay was soil saying, 
fifty years later Of what hard, unfeeling metal 
was It not made in the time of Alfonso d Eitc 1 

Niccolo da Correggio soon arrived in Mantua 
with his hands full of proofs of guilt. Isabella 
yielded and handed over her brother Giuho 
ivas brought back to Ferrara, the trial of the con- 
^irators followed, and their cxecuUon was ordered 
I^t of all Boccaccio and Roberti were beheaded 
in the courtyard of the Ragione Palace — the 
old palace, now destroyed, whose sinister, dove- 
tailed batdements at that time pomted to the sky 
Their heads were set up on the Torre de’ Ribelh 
and their hmbs served to adorn vanous gatetvays 
of the aty Then, with great ceremony, the two 
pnnees were led mto the middle of the Ducal 
Palace courtyard, where ambassadors and important 
personages had been assembled and placed m 
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tiers according to their rank, witli that attention 
to form and appreciation of dtlcor which charac- 
terized all the fetes organized by Alfonso d’Este. 
When they appeared, each bearing on his face 
tlie marks of fraternal cruelty, between penitents 
carrying a tall cross and a Confessor holding a 
crucifix, and faced the executioner, axe in hand 
witli his apron hanging between his legs and the 
usher reading the sentence, the crowd, accustomed 
though It was to such spectacles, was deeply 
moved. And this was the precise moment at 
which Alfonso d’Este, up till then concealed 
behind a window, chose to appear and give the 
carefully prepared drama an unexpected denoue- 
ment. He was graciously pleased to commute the 
sentence of death pronounced on his brothers to 
imprisonment for life — ^which was considered a 
fine gesture of family magnanimity. 

In those times “ for life ” meant a very long 
time. It lasted for ever for Ferrante, who died 
in his cell, thirty-four years later, without a single 
day of his captivity having been remitted. It 
lasted more tlian half a century for Giulio. He 
was twenty-five when he was taken down into 
the deep moat below the dungeon of Ferrara. He 
was eighty when at last he obtained his pardon. 
The well-made garments of tliose days, winch 
had scarcely become worn out in his prison, still 
hung on him : they were those of his early youtli, 
and the people of Ferrara were amazed to see an 
old man shuffling along the streets dressed as a 
beau might have been fifty years previously. 
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Dunng that time whole generations had passed 
on, and no one could tell what the bnlliant lover 
of Angela Borgia had once looked hke. Fites 
without number had taken place in the d’Este 
Palace , and aboie the underground cells where 
the two brothers lay, all the rest of the family had 
danced, acted in comedies and discussed the most 
subtle problems in asthetics, philosophy and ethics. 

When we visit Ferrara, amongst the medley of 
stone-work, pulled down, rebmlt and built over, 
which makes up the d'Este Palace, the only thing 
perhaps which we find intact, a piulcss witness of 
those first years of the XVI th century, is the 
black hole under the dungeon into which the tivo 
brothers were put in 1 506, and which, it appears, 
was underneath the cells where Ugo and Pansina 
were confined The only alteration has been to 
put a staircase where there was formerly a ladder 
We can stdl see the spot where the two princes 
languished — hving symlxils of everything that tvas 
brutal and inhuman in the very foundaUons of 
that festival for the eye and the mind which we 
call the Renaissance. Nevertheless, they hved 
It IS very probable that after some Ume they 
were removed to another part of the dungeon 
their exceptional longevity suggests that they 
did not endure harsh treatment, and though there 
IS nothmg to prove it, everything points to the 
fact that they owed the scrap of fife which was left 
to them to Isabella d'Este. 

She did not obtain so much for all those who 
were dear to her When she returned to Ferrara 
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in 1508 she found the Court deprived not only 
of her two brothers Giulio and Ferrante, but also 
of her relation and friend, the humanist, Niccolo 
da Correggio, and the poet, Ercole Strozzi. The 
former had died of a mysterious illness, after 
having displeased Alfonso d’Estc. The latter had 
been found, one fine morning, with twenty-two 
dagger wounds in his body, at the corner of the 
Via Praisolo, near his own house and beneath a 
high wall wluch can be seen to-day a few yards 
from the convent where legend has it that Alfonso 
d’Este and Lucrezia Borgia he. Funeral orations, 
epitaphs, and the sympatliy of princes — notliing, 
except vengeance, was lacking to the hapless 
poet. Stricken witli grief though she was, Isabella 
did not make inquiries into the circumstances of 
his death. It was not for her to know what it 
was nobody’s business, moreover, to tell her : that 
Alfonso d’Este was in love widi Strozzi’s young 
wife, the beautiful Barbara Torelli, and that the 
beautiful Barbara had declined to be unfaitliful. 
And for tliat reason she had waited in vain one 
morning, with her newly-born son in her arms, 
for the gentle poet who never returned to her. . . . 

Such was tlie brother of the great Marcluoness, 
the man whom she endeavoured all her life to 
guide, if not towards good, at least towards what 
was least evil : such was Alfonso d’Este, the astonish- 
ing expert in artillery who used to forge his cannons 
out of Michael Angelo’s statues. 

He was not really very different from the 
majority of the princes of his own day. Ludovic 
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the Moor, her brothcr-in-law, had a more culti- 
vated taste m the arts, and more courteous manners, 
but he was strongly suspected of having caused the 
death of several relations in order to reach the 
throne. Louis XII, King of France, depressed 
immense respect and fnendship for Isabella, but 
he kept Ludovic the Moor shut up in a cellar 
with no hght in it in the dungeon of Loches. 
Later on she had as her son-m-law a charming 
young man named Francesco Mana della Rovere 
nevertheless he killed his fnend, Giovanm Andrea, 
after mvitmg him to dme at his table, and, m 
the sequel, Cardmal Ahdosi, whom he suspected 
of treason It was amongst such alhes or fnends 
that she was obhged to philosophize, to dream, 
and to compose music. 

Finally there was a last ferocious beast to tame 
— Oesar Borgia. One cannot truthfully say that 
the Marchioness subdued him to the extent of 
preventmg him from attacking everyone round 
her, but at least she saved Mantua and her husband 
from his fangs. During the whole of the dan- 
gerous penod when the Valentmois was at large 
m Italy she amused him with tnfles and words 
She chose him as a godfather to her son Fedenco 
He called her “ my fellow-godparent ” and “ my 
very dear sister ’ She resigned herself, without 
open disgust, to the marnage of her brother 
Alfonso d’Este with Lucrezia Borgia, who had 
been divorced by one husband, tragically made 
the widow of another and was accused by pubhc 
opmion of all the enmes m the Decalogue. 
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Nowadays one gathers from modern critical 
works that Lucrezia Borgia was calumniated, but 
the people of the XVIth century, not having 
read modern critical works and not having been 
initiated into “ sound historical methods ” believed 
what was commonly talked about in the streets of 
Rome ; and this woman’s entry into a family 
produced in them exacdy the same effect as a case 
of the black plague would have done. Isabella 
d’Este was very angry for a while, and asked 
everyone what she could possibly think of her 
future sister-in-law ; but she ended by resigning her- 
self to it, and gave the hussy a pearl necklace which 
she had inherited from her dearly-loved mother. 

For Csesar, her presents were more peculiar 
and more dehcately symbolic. In the last days 
of 1502 the bandit was in the Romagna, very 
busy soliciting the good graces of certain former 
allies with whom for some time past he had been 
on bad terms : amongst others fhe Orsini (Paolo 
and Francesco, Duke of Gravina), Vitellozzo and 
Ohverotto, the Tyrant of Fermo. These condot- 
tiert, rallying to his side, had just captured Smigagha 
for him. He followed close behind them, and 
as soon as he had arrived at Fano he thanked them 
for their devotion to his cause and informed them 
that he wanted to enter the captured town with 
his own troops, asking them, therefore; to with- 
draw their garrisons. This they did, posting their 
infantry in the suburbs and distributing their 
forces throughout the captured territory. 

On the morrow Paolo Orsini, the Duke of 
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Gravina and Oliverotto appeared before him 
there followed hand-daspmg, embraang, caresses 
They accompanied him to the gate of the aty, 
where hit whole army was m batde array At 
that point they wished to take leave of him to 
withdraw to their own quarters, which were out- 
side the town — for they were beginning to think 
that there was something strange in the column 
of troops following the Borgia and surrounding 
them on every side. But he begged them to 
enter the aty where, he said, he wanted to confer 
with them He rode between Vitellozzo and 
the Duke of Gravina, chatting and joking and 
very wide-awake, for, says Guichardin, "he pos- 
sessed in the highest degree a talent for talk, 
sustamed with much wit and fire ’ They did not 
Uke to persist in tefusmg to accompany him to 
the aty's palace, although an evil presentiment 
crossed their mmds — quickly dispersed, however, 
by his conversation Ohverotto remained behmd, 
but Ctesar’s evd gemus, Micheletto, went back 
for him and begged him to join the company so 
that the f6te might be even finer So they all 
went into the palace, already prepared for their 
reception 

After a few minutes’ talk Caisar abrupdy left 
them on a pretext of going to change his clothes 
Some soldiers entered and seized and bound 
Vitellozzo and his companions, while their troops 
were bang disarmed outside Next day, after a 
night of agony, Ohverotto and Vitellozzo were 
placed back to back on tvro chairs and strangled 
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The t\^'o Orsini, spared for the moment, were 
dragged behind Cassar on his marches, asking 
each other what he was waiting for before killing 
them. He was waiting for news from Rome ; 
and when he knew that in Rome, too, matters had 
gone well and that the Orsini had been rendered 
powerless to avenge their relatives, lie had them 
both strangled by Micheletto. 

On hearing of this exploit Isabella sent Cscsar 
Borgia a present that was most appropriate to the 
man and the moment — masks. She did not con- 
sider that she ought to offer him less tlian one 
hundred of them, taking into account all the parts 
which he was called upon to play. With them 
she sent this letter : 

Most Illustrious Lord, 

Your kind letter informing us of Your Excellency’s 
fortunate success filled us with that joy and pleasure which is 
the natural result of the friendship and affection which exists 
between you and ourselves and in the name of Our Illustrious 
Lord and in our own we congratulate you on having escaped from 
danger and on your prosperity, and we thank you for having told 
us of It and also for the promise which you have made to keep us 
informed of your future successes We hope that you will kindly 
continue to do so, for loving you as we do we are eager to have 
constant news of your deeds and ex'ploits so that we may rejoice 
in your prosperity and take part in your triumphs And, thinking 
that you will take some rest and recreation after the fatigues and 
troubles of this glorious ex'pedition, we are sending you a hundred 
masks, by our sen'ant Giovanni We are well a<vare that such 
a poor present is unworthy of you, but it is a pledge that if you 
can find a present more worthy of your greatness in our country 
we will be happy to send it to you If these masks are not as 
fine as they ought to be Your Excellency must blame the artists 
of Ferrara, for thanks to the law which forbade the wearing of 
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nuiki m public — which law has only lust been repealed — this 
branch of the costumier’s art has been almost entirely lost We 
beg you to accept them as a pledge of our sincere sympathy and 
auction for Your ExccUenty 

Cffisar Borgia’s answer was cold it was as if 
he was wearing the whole hundred masks on his 
face at once 

Most iLLusnuotn akd Excellent Mabaij, honoueed 
Fellow Godpajlekt and Very Deae Sotee, 

We have rccaved Your Excellency 9 gift of a hundred 
maaks^ which pleued ut extremely, not only on account of thar 
beauty and thar remarkaUe vanew but also because of the moment 
and the place of their arrival, which could not have been more 
opportune. It seam, indeed, that Your Excellency foresaw the 
order of our plan of campaign, and of our present journey to Rome. 
After having taken the aty and the province of Sini^glia with 
all Its fortresses in a single day and jukly punished the perHdiom 
treason of our enemies we have now freed the towns of Gastello, 
Fenno, Ctstema, Montone and Perouse from the tyrants TOke 
and hare restored them to their former obedience to the Holy 
See. Finally we have broken the power of the tyrant Pandolfo 
Petrucci over Sienna, where he cxcrosed such atroaoua cruelty 
And diese masks are espe cia lly prcaous to us because they bring 
us a fresh proof of the particulv affecnon which we know that 
you and Your lUustnous Lord have already shown us on other 
occanons and which you prove once again m the long letter which 
came with them. For all that we arc infinitely grateful, although 
the greatness of your c^uahties and of your kindness towards us 
cannot be recogmied m words but demands deeds. We will 
wear the masks with pleasure and thar perfect beauty will need 
no other ornament. 

Your Excellency’s Fellow-Godparent and Younger Brother, 
Cjbsae, Does or Roiiaqha. 

At the Pontifical Camp at Aquapcndcntc. 

This cunous interchange of letters between the 
most upnght woman of her time and the most 
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crafty bandit ought not to surprise us. Isabella 
d’Este was upright, but she was also, whether she 
hked It or not, a “ political woman.” Now all 
Itahan politics in those days of small States and 
great artists was a question of supporting the 
strongest, or, as Napoleon put it, “ of %ing to the 
help of Victory.” But who would be the strongest 
— the King or the Emperor, the Pope or the 
Repubhc ? And by the Republic is meant “ The 
Most Serene,” for the others had enough to do 
to roll themselves into a ball when the enemy 
appeared and scarcely thought of threatening their 
neighbours. The only probable invaders were 
France or Germany, Venice or the Papacy. And 
once the strongest power was known, or guessed, 
the problem was to serve it whilst guarding against 
it, so that it would not think of crushing its own 
friends after having sharpened its teeth on its 
enemies. They were strange times. When the 
gates of a city were opened to a powerful ally, 
no one ever knew whether that dly meant to 
dance with the master of the stronghold or cut 
off his head, place the emblem of some order round 
his neck or put him in an iron cage. It was 
necessary to protect oneself, to adopt ruses, to 
husband all one’s resources, never to burn one’s 
boats and always to be ready to turn right round 
within an hour. One hved amongst Ees as one 
lives under the rigours of winter or summer : 
that is to say, not without perceiving them, nor 
without suffering from them, but without thinking 
that it might be possible to hghten their burden. 
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There is a symbol which constantly recurs amongst 
the mprese of the Gonzaga, which Isabella had 
under her feet on the pavement of her Grotta, and 
which figured m chased gold even on her husband’s 
sword — the emblem of force You will see it m 
the Louvre if you lean over the glass case which 
contams the ctnqueiea of the Marquis Gonzaga 
a muzde ornamented with flying ribbons, and above 
It the device which was the watchword and the 
answer to the nddlc of aU hfe as it was hved in the 
XVIth century Cadtius. 
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THE LIFE SHE CHOSE TO LEAD 


H er relaxation after so much 

restraint was prodigious. Once the 
W'as off, and in everything that was not 
politics, her true physiognomy — that of our portrait 
in the Louvre — stands forth. “ By nature essentially 
greedy and impatient,” she said of herself. Her 
wish for anything was like a child screaming until 
appeased by its toy. One day, when she was at 
her father’s house in Ferrara, she heard that tlic 
decorations ordered for her studwio at Mantua were 
not progressing, for Luca Liombeni, the painter, 
was a dawdler. She fulminated tlireats : 


Knowing by experience that you arc as slow m finishing your 
work as in everything else, we arc writing this to remind you that 
for once you have got to change your nature and that if our 
sUidtolo IS not finished by our return we mean to send you to 
prison in the Castcllo — and that is no joke . . 

And a few days later : 

In reply to your letter, we arc glad to hear that you will do 
your best to finish our studiolo and so escape prison Enclosed 
herewith is a list of the devices which we want you to paint on 
the frieze We count on you to arrange them as nicely as 
possible so that they will be most effective. You can paint what 
you like inside the closets, provided that you do it skilfully. If 
not, then you will repaint them at your own ex'pense and you 
will spend the winter in the dungeon You can go and spend 
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X night there to mrauie TOurtdf and see If the lodging u to yotir 
liking. Perhaps you nml come back more anxious to please us 
in the future. 

Her dressmakers were treated m the same xvay 
One day she had to go to Genoa She wrote to 
her Chamberlam, Alberta da Bologna, to tell him 
to have made for her at once — but at once — a 
camora of grey satin with black velvet sleeves 
When he did not send what she wanted a mad fury 
took hold of her 

“ You must have lost not only your memory, but 
your head and your eyes,” she wrote to him 

Her couriers and her muleteers hurried all over 
Italy, taking with them her extravagant curses 

“ If the bracelets which we ordered several 
months ago do not amve before the end of the 
summer when one has one’s arms bare, they will be 
useless,” she wrote to a correspondent in Venice, 
when certam jewellery was behindhand She 
always wanted everything at once, at no matter 
what price. When she was about to go to the 
weddmg of her sister Beatrice with Ludovic the 
Moor she directed Zorzo Brognolo “ to search 
all the shops in Venice to find eighty of the finest 
sables with which to hne a sbemia, ' and she adds 

Try to find me a skin with the head complete *o that I can 
make a muff of it to carry m my hand. Ercn if it com ten 
ducats (about 500 franc* or our money) * that would not be too 
dear provided that it 1* a fine one. Buy me, too, eight yards of 
the belt entmon latin that you can find m Venice as a trimming 
for this and for the love of God be as diligent as you usually 

are, for rwthing, I a«ure you, could give me greater pleasure! 

> ‘Wntten m 1913 when the franc ww nornul — TrimlMor 1 Note- 
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Now we can understand the meaning of the 
device which she had painted on the earthenware 
tiles of her Grotta : a blazing sun, witli fiery rays 
shooting from it, and the words : “ Per tin iexirP 

Desire for what ? For everything. Except for 
evil, or what she considered to be evil, and did 
not even think about, there was nothing in the 
world with regard to which she was not greedy 
and envious. She wanted to sec everything, to 
know everything, and to be able to do everything. 

First of all, to sec everything. As soon as she 
could, as soon as her husband gave her leave, 
she would summon her ladies-in-waiting and her 
pages and she would start off, with her full retinue 
if she was in funds, almost alone and incognito 
if her jewels were in pawn, to see some new thing 
in the vast world : Florence or Venice or Rome 
or Milan or Lyons or tlie Sainte-Baume. 

“ This cursed passion for travelling which the 
head of the house of d’Este has bequeatlied to all 
his family,” wrote Baldassare Castiglione to her. 

She was not to be rebuffed by bad roads or 
foul weather or lack of money. Distant towns, 
lakes, mountains, convents, pilgrimages — every- 
tlimg attracted her, including the ceremonies 
pecuhar to each country, their fetes, tournaments, 
workshops and collections, their illustrious 
sovereigns and their courts. Activcj restless, 
everywhere at once, welcomed wherever she was, 
missed wherever she was not, and mourned when 
she died — she was not merely an Italian woman, 
she was Italy itself on the march 1 And her fine 
182 



Isabella d’Bste and her Allegories tn the Louvre 

profile, thoughtful and resolute, figures on every 
horizon in the peninsula. 

But she wanted much more than that and the 
idea of seeing neighbouring kingdoms, the courts 
beyond the mountains and beyond the seas, 
haunted her 1 Wherefore what joy was hers when 
another court came to her 1 We can see this by 
her letters to her sister-m-lavt , Ehsabetta Gonzaga, 
Duchess of Urbino That wse princess, whose 
long, full and rather sad face one can see in the 
Salle de la Tribune, in the Uffia, was exactly 
the person to become Isabella d’Este’s most inti- 
mate fnend for she had the same tastes and an 
entirely different character She was patient, 
reserved, a little slow, and receptive rather than 
expansive The correspondence between the tivo 
Eisters-in-law was continuous and full Wnting 
a letter is like opening one’s hand To some 
people one lowers one or two fingers, to others 
three, but to one person, at most, one lets loose 
a whole fistful of truths about oneself, which one’s 
better sense would never expose Isabella d’Este 
used to wnte letters to a great many people but only 
to her Eister-in-law did she open her whole hand 
Returning to Mantua after a stay at Milan, with 
Louis XII and his Court, she wrote to her thus 

A few weeks ago I vns fuflimoned to Milan by my Illutmcmi 
Lord, there to pay homage to His Most Chnstem Majesty and 
I arrived there on the eve of the feast of Ctrpus Chnttt After 
dinner and as I was getting ready to go and pay him my respects, 
I received a message from him summomng me to the tournament 
at the place where the gtiitra was to be held. I went there 
accordingly at the time mentioned and I found His Majesty, 
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who met me on the steps and received me with the greatest 
courtesy All the ladies of Milan were present and the Princess 
of Bisignano, as well as all the barony and nobility of France and 
tlie great lords of Italy, the Duke of Savoy, the Marquis of Mantua 
and of Montferrat and all the Governors of the Milanese cities 
and the ambassadors of all the Italian States. There were so 
many French lords present that it would be impossible to name 
tliem all But I must mention your nephew the Duke of 
Bourbon, a tall young man of fine and noble bearing, who is 
very like his mother [Chiara de Montpcnsicr, sister of the Marquis 
Gonzaga and of the Duchess of Urbino, to whom this letter is 
addressed] in complexion, eyes and features If the Roman 
Court IS marvellous in its ceremony and its order that of France 
IS not less astonishing and extraordinary m its confusion and dis- 
order — so much so that it is quite impossible to distinguish the 
rank of one man from that of another • It is also remarkable, 
certainly, for its freedom and absence of etiquette At tins Court, 

for example. Cardinals are treated with no more honour than 
ordinary chaplains arc in Rome No one gives up his place for 
them or pa)fs them any particular respect, from the King to the 
humblest subject Nevertheless His Majesty is alwaj'S very 
courteous and considerate to all those who are courageous enough 
to approach him and especially so to ladies He rises from his 
seat and raises his hat to do them honour. He has come three 
times to visit me in my apartment The first time, when I 
was at dinner with Signor Zoanne Giacomo Tnvulzio, he 
waited more than half an hour for my return and each time he 
stayed not less than two or three hours, conversing on cverj' 
subject m the most amicable manner possible I did not fail to 
speak in praise of Your Highness in the course of our conversation 
Madame Margherita de San Sevenno, the Countess of Musocho 
and sometimes the Princess de Bisignano, who are very well 
versed m French, were our interpreters In spite of repeated 
efforts I have never succeeded in finding His Majesty at the 
Castello except on the day when he invited me to a public banquet 
at the Rocchetta, at which the Princess de Bisigna'no and I had 
the honour of sitting at his table We danced without ceremony 
both before and after supper His Majesty, danced with me and 
to our great amusement and delight he also made the Cardinals 
of Narbonne, San Sevenno, Ferrara and Finale, who were present 
at the banquet, dance too 
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I will oy nothing of the public fpectadc* which were given 
on the Piazza because I know that they will already have been 
described at length to you by your ambassador It is true that I 
have seen tournaments bettisr org?uitzed but I have never seen, 
and I do not think that in all Chmtcndom it would be possible 
to sec, a greater number and a greater diversrty of people. The 
majon^ were nobles — and not only those of Milan, which must 
be the first or at least the second aty m the world — for the entire 
Court of France and most of the Courts of Italy were assembled 
there, so that Your Excellency will realize what a proud and 
splendid sight it was. There were many more people there than 
we would have been able to see in the King of France s own 
palace, because the nobles who have come with him to Italy do 
not normally live at Court, and even if they were by chance 
present at some solemn ceremony we would not m any case have 
seen the whole population and nobility of Milan and, one might 
say, the whde of Italy, for the gentry and the atixOT of many 
omer towns came m to be present at riicse spectacles. Oh, how 
hippy I was I And what joy I had afterwards whenever I 
rcomed everything to mind. Only think what it would have 
been if Your Ladyship had been there and wc had been able to 
esxhann our thoughts out loud I I could go on to describe all 
the individual vmts that I received from Italian and French 
noblemen and from Milanese ladies as well as those of the King 
and the Cardinals, but all that and the rest I leave Your Ladyship 
to imagine, for fear that I may give you too many grounds to be 
jealous of me 1 

One ambition, however, remained m the heart 
of this impassioned pilgnm, an ambition one 
would scarcely suspect when one thinks of the 
Italy of that penod TOthm the anaent, sovereign 
towers of the Costello the idea which was preying 
upon the heart of the “ pnma donna del mondo 
was the same one which agitates little provinaal 
minds behind the white curtains of their wmdows 
to see Pans I 

In September 1507 she received an mvitation 
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from Louis XII and Anne of Brittany to visit 
the Court of France and act as godmother to the 
baby they were expecting. Her cosmopolitan 
soul, eager for travel, warmly welcomed the idea 
and, intoxicated with joy, she wrote to her sister- 
in-law of Urbino : 

In reply to your letter, I must admit that you have been present 
at very important happenings m Rome and Urbino and that you 
would have seen even more if His Catholic Majesty had come 
to visit you or if the Most Serene King of the Romans had been 
able to undertake his journey through Italy and if the Diet had 
not decided otherwise. But how can I in any w'ay set this against 
all that awaits me m the near future, eclipsing everything that I 
have seen and done in the past, which Your Ladphip already 
knows about ? Let me tell you, then, that His Most Christian 
Majesty thinks that his Queen cannot bring a son into the world 
unless I am present, and that in consequence he begs me most 
persistently to be with her for this event in order tliat I may both 
honour the birth with my presence and liold the infant m my arms 
at the baptismal font I What greater honour could there be in 
the world than to be the godmother of a King of France • Oh, 
wliat splendours, what pomps and what glories I am about to 
take part m > I shall not only visit Pans, the most flourishing 
university and tlie most populous city in the world, but the whole 
of France, Burgundy and Flanders and perhaps I shall go as far 
as Santiago in Galicia Oh, what a number of new countries 
and royal spectacles I shall sec in this journey • Your Ladj'ship 
and Madonna Emilia, who know so much of that country and its 
customs, will be able to imagine it all 

But what will happen if my journey to France takes place and 
if the coming of the Emperor to Italy, winch has been prevented 
by so many Diets, were to be abandoned ? In that case it will 
be I who will have the glory which you covet * Edo not know 
if after that you will still be able to pretend that you are my equal 
and if It will be possible for me to accept so readily your invitation 
to Urbino * When I return to Italy I shall begin to ask mj^elf 
whether the country is really worthy of supporting me, whether 
carpets should not be spread under my feet and a dais prepared 
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for me wherever I go! But, joking apart, I am really hoping 
to ttart for France in a few daja and I am busy making mv pre- 
paiauonv, WTien I come back wc mint plan to meet each other, 
for 1 am a* anxiona for that as Your Highness can be. 

Maktoa, 35 SeplemieTy 1507 

This was not vanity it was simply cunosity, a 
■wash to admire other faces, other customs, other 
costumes, other aspects of life Her desire vvas 
as keen, and her pleasure as acute when it was a 
question of the poor fishermen of Peschiera or 
the gardeners of Sermione as when it was a ques- 
tion of the first Court in Chnstendoni Wien 
she went on an excursion on Lake Garda wath her 
ladies-in-waiting and her pages it might have 
been a girl’s scliool on holiday Slic wais enthusiastic 
about everything about tlie sacw that one had 
from Lonato, Sermione, and Peschiera, about 
Roman ruins, about Catullus’ grotto, about fruit 
uhich the peasants brought her, or fish that was 
offered her by fishermen Every thing amused 
her — even the harangues to which the notabilities 
of the countryside subjected her 

YcJtcrdiy I was at Grigrtano, whose inhabitants gratified me 
with a presentation of fish and oranges and also with a long diS' 
CftMtse Italian tnadt by x bonng pedant \i\ the rfvwt ftamboyant 
style. But \ our Lad)snip must not think that this was the first 
occurrence of the kind which 1 ha>x had to submit to, though 
it was certainly the most extraordinary At Lonato I had three 
of them, nvo sn Italian, spoken Iw citizens, and one in Latin, 
reated by a child of seven I At Sermione, two again from the 
mayor of the commune ^d a third from the curate. Here, at 
Salo, two of average ment, neither too delightful nor too ordinary, 
but more useful in that a magnificent present went with them. 
[The Ritfraiif by Trmrno,] 




Celebrities oj the Italian "Renaissance 

She was amused when her dwarf Morgantino 
was drenched with ram on the box seat of her 
carriage and nearly drowned “ like a little chicken/’ 
She was amused at the sight of one of her waidng- 
maids who was thrown from her mule “ with one 
foot in the stirrup and the other in the air,” for, 
she said, “ the journey would be dull enough if 
silly accidents such as this did not happen occa- 
sionally.” She was amused by tlie paltry garrison 
which Spain maintained at Rocca di Peschiera : 

I rode through the town and found the Governor of the castle, 
a Spanish captain, who courteously received me at the Rocca, 
where, seeing that he had only a dozen or so tiny little men at 
his disposal, it occurred to me that I and my ladies-m-waiting 
could easily have made him and his troops prisoners , and thus 
I should have become mistress of the place without much recrimina- 
tion on the part either of the King of France or of the Emperor, 
since the Spaniards are occupying it without having any right 
to do so . 

Many years later, when she had become a 
widow and more of a traveller than ever, she 
tramped the streets of Venice in search of anything 
that was being built, painted or written, wearing 
out all her retinue by her childish curiosity and 
exhausting the worthy Baldassare Castiglione : 
pursuing, in fact, up to her last years, what had 
always been the dream of her life — to see every- 
thing. 

Next, to know everything. Isabella* d’Este had 
a scholar’s soul. Married before she was sixteen 
and several times acting as Regent, she set herself 
eagerly to study. 

“ I hear that you are still studying grammar,” 
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Brother Francesco Silvcstn wrote to her “ I 
hope that when I come to see you again you will 
have gone on to rhetonc.” 

She took lessons from everyone, interrogated 
every speaahst and corresponded with every 
traveller She received letters from Ireland, 
Rhodes, Spam, Rome , letters from humamsts, 
kmghts, diplomats, courtesans, samts, popes, dwarfs 
Her correspondents, well aware that she would 
hsten to everything, told her everything their 
impressions of the first natives brought from the 
Indies by Chnstopber Columbus, of the pemtence 
of the pUgnms at St Patnek’s Well, of Lucrezia 
Borgia’s weddmg dress, of the tableaux wvants at 
Juhus IPs tnumph, of Luther s heresies, of new 
editions by Aldo Manuzio, of Caradosso’s medals 

Was ever a moment so propitious for a spirit 
exated by a universal cunosity I Everythmg was 
bemg discovered at the same Ume In the studios 
there were working the three great discoverers of 
the human face — Leonardo, Raphael and Michael 
Angelo At sea there were saihng the three great 
draughtsmen of contments — Chnstopher Colum- 
bus, Vasco dt Gama and Magellan Isabella 
d’Este’s reign began in 1490 and did not end 
until 1539 Now It was between 1490 and 1539 
that the true shape of the human world became 
known Between 1490 and 1539 a contment 
and three new oceans were discovered, and the 
arclc of the earth was drawn for the first time by 
the wake of ships Hardly any progress was made 
but she heard of it, applauded it and wanted to 
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meet its author. From the moment when Magel- 
lan’s companions landed on their return she had 
no rest until one of them, Pigafetti, had visited 
her in the suite of Camerini and described to 
her all that he had seen in his three years’ trip 
overseas and amongst unknown peoples. She was 
sent drawings of men and horses found on newly- 
discovered islands off the coast of Guinea ; she 
surrounded herself with plans and views of all 
the great cities of the world. In the narrow little 
rooms in which she hved, every country, every 
custom, every kind of dress even, was depicted 
in some form or other. No idea was in the air, but 
she must breathe it in. No rumour crossed the 
world but she must hear of it. Her quivering, 
receptive senses were on the watch at the far end 
of the old palace on the lake, like the antennse 
of some magic implement set to catch every vibra- 
tion which took place in the world. 

But to see everything and to know everything 
was not enough for her. She wanted to be able 
to do everytlnng. Not for herself, but for her 
husband, for her brother, for her sons. And 
she was as impulsive and as tenacious in her ambi- 
tions as she was in her curiosity. One day she 
got it into her head that her son Ercole ought to 
be made a cardinal. He was already twenty, and it 
was high time for him to be clad in starlet. She 
set off, therefore, to Rome, where she arrived 
on the day after the battle of Pavia, which had 
been won by her nephew the Constable of Bourbon. 
She found Pope Clement VII much embarrassed 
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by her presence, for he was alhed to the French — 
and the French had been beaten A lucky 
encounter 1 Fear would make him amenable 
She asked for a cardmal’s hat for her son 

The Pope, without daring to refuse her, pro- 
crastinated He sent her wine, sugar, oU, barley, 
comphments — but no hat Whereupon, hcing 
obstinately bent upon the matter, she installed 
herself amongst his enemies in the Colonna Palace 
in the Quinnal The Pope expected to weary 
her by his subterfuges, and she swore to exhaust 
him by her obstmacy At that precise moment 
news came from Mantua that her brother-m- 
law. Cardinal Sigismondo Gonzaga, was dead 
Here was a cardmal’s hat with no head beneath 
It I She humed to the Vatican to demand that 
hat for her son The Pope, with his position 
taken by storm, promised but did nothing beyond 
postpomng the matter to the next clecuon of 
cardmals. Isabella was not satisfied with this in 
petto She would only depart when she had a 
secunty 

Two years went hy and she was still there, 
waiting for a favourable opportunity Meanwhile 
she held a hterary court and was m no way bored. 
But a big storm was gathering over Rome. Charles- 
Qumt, who had been many a time betrayed by 
Qement VII, lost patience and sent the Constable 
of Bourbon to Rome with stnet orders. The 
Colonna profited by the occasion to nsc m armed 
revolt. Twelve thousand lansquenets crossed the 
Alps and the Papal armies withered away and 
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vanished over the horizon. The gates of Rome 
were closed and the treasure buried. Everyone 
felt very ill at ease. But not so Isabella. She 
remained comfortably estabhshed in a square 
facing the Vatican, which she was besieging on 
one side with her claims whilst on the other her 
nephew the Constable of Bourbon, and her own 
son, Ferrante Gonzaga, besieged it with their 
lances. All her friends said “ Fly I Fly ! ” But 
she remained. She would not go without that hat. 
She had the wherewithal to pay for it, and there 
was no Pope so obstinate that the Treasurer would 
not have her moment sooner or later. 

The moment came, indeed, when, cost what it 
might, the Pope had to have soldiers. To get 
soldiers, money was required, and to obtain money 
he had only one method left to him — a sixty- 
fourth method which Panurge did not have at 
his disposal — that of making cardinals. He resigned 
himself to it and made five of them — at a considera- 
tion of forty thousand ducats each. Ercole was 
nominated, and Cardinal Pizzino came to the 
Colonna Palace to bring his mother the hat. And 
then anything might happen, for all she cared ! 
Above the walls appeared black, white and red 
standards. The wild lansquenets^ with empty 
stomachs and open wallets, let themselves go m 
plunder and debauchery. From her • barricaded 
palace, where she received hundreds of people 
almost dead with fright, Isabella heard the gun 
of the Chateau Saint-Angelo fired at random by 
Benvenuto Cellini. The Constable of Bourbon 
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was killed The troops, getting entirely out of 
hand, destroyed, plunder^ and burned every- 
thing Thirty thousand Romans were assassmated 
or died of plague. But to her it mattered not a 
row of beans She had got that hat 1 

Titian pamted her thus, m her hour of triumph, 
m the famous portrait which is now in the Vienna 
Museum She has on more ornaments than an 
idol or a queen m a pack of cards, with pcark m 
her cars and a cluster of bnlhants fixed in the 
middle of an enormous turban, which vras called 
a balsso and was as ugly as that of Mme. dc Stail 
One of those furs which she had ordered to be 
bought for her at no matter what pnee falls 
diagonally across her, snflF and ungainly Her 
sleeves reach to her fingers, her elbows are stuck 
out and her hands are on her knees m the attitude 
of a market woman at her stall Her expression 
IS stem and judiaal This portrait is ccrtamly 
not m the least hke its model, but it rails to mmd 
the idea which we have conceived, from a distance, 
of the soveragn lady who had ralhcd all the 
potentates, led all the fashions and triumphed 
over all the factions — accordmg, at least, to the 
device which decorated her rooms, that mystic 
figure, XXVII, into which the imUated read the 
mcamng, “ V xnte setie — that is to say, factions 
defeated 

For by that time her prestige had gone far 
beyond Mantua, Urbmo and even Ferrara, and 
all the palaces m the world looked towards her as 
towards “ the origm and fountam of every beautiful 
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'fashion in Italy” — as was said by the Queen of 
Poland. In her courier’s bag she was constantly 
finding letters such as the following, from Laura 
Bentivogho, giving her an account of a visit to 
Lucrezia Borgia : 

She bade me sit down and asked after Your Excellency with 
charming graciousness, begging me to tell her about your dresses 
and especially about your coiffures Then, k propos her Spanish 
gowns, she said that if she had anything which you would like 
to see or to have she would gladly do you that service, as she was 
very anxious to please Y our Excellency. . . 


Or this, again, from Lucrezia d’Este, when the 
latter had just left the same beautiful lady : 

I found her lying on her bed wearing a gown of black silk 
with narrow sleeves and frills at the wrists After many caresses 
and affectionate welcomes she asked me what were the latest 
fashions m Mantua and admired my coiffure I promised to 
make some toques in our style and to send them to her The 
rosettes that I was wearing on my forehead pleased her, too, 
and she begged me to show them to a jeweller and have them 
copied 

Similarly Francis I asked her for a wax doll 
dressed hke herself in the Mantuan fashion, and 
with Its hair done in the same way as hers to serve 
as a model for the beautiful ladies of Paris. 

Under Louis XII she had a greater triumph still. 
The Queen of France, the worthy Anne of Brittany, 
having heard so much about Italy, conceived the 
idea of making a series of formal appearances 
there, to show off her head-dresses, her hackneys 
and her jewels. She was already having her 
gala dresses prepared when Louis XII good- 
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naturedly warned her that she did not reahzc 
what she was letting herself in for, and that it 
was scarcely prudent to exhibit herself in a country 
which contained Isabella d Este Upon which the 
good queen, after deep thought, made up her 
mind not to give up her journey, but to modify 
Its sumptuary strategy She decided to go weanng 
no speaal clothes, but quietly dressed in black, and 
supported by four of the greatest beauties of the 
Court — Mme de Nevers, Mme. de Longuevdle, 
the Marchioness de Montferrat and an Enghsh- 
woman — mere ladies-in-waitmg, whose success 
would redound to her own credit, and whose failure 
would not m any way impair it. As a matter of 
fact the journey did not take place but this 
change of front was an admission none the less, 
and the great Marchioness, who was very well 
aware of it, won a victory over France that day 
which was less questionable than that which her 
husband won at Fornovo 

It was, mdeed, at home m her own httlc Court 
in her own territory that Isabella d’Este was 
incomparable At Mantua hospitahty was not 
practised as a duty, but as a sport m which aU her 
faculues were given free scope There vras a 
great bustle m those days when there appeared on 
the horizon some guest of distmcUon with a 
huge, free-and-easy and hungry reunue which he 
imagmed he ought to bring with him m order to 
do his hosts honour Every resource was mobi- 
lized tapestnes, sJver and servants were bor- 
rowed and lent from Court to Court, and no pams 
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were spared to discover die tastes of the guest who 
was to be honoured. 

“ Benedetto,” wrote Isabella d’Este to his secre- 
tary when Ludovic the Moor was expected at 
Mantua. 

We intend to lodge the Duke here, in our own suite in the 
Gastello, giving him the painted room with its ante-room, the 
Camerino del sole, the Cassonc room, our own room and the 
dining hall We expect that His Excellency himself will occupy 
the Cassone room, which we will decorate with black and violet 
hangings, because, although we have heard that he is still in mourn- 
ing [Beatrice d’Este, Ludovic’s wife, had died some years pre- 
viously], we think that will seem a little less sad and will prove 
that here at least we have good cause to rejoice on this occasion 
But I hope that you will consult Messire Antonio di Costabili 
and Messire Visconti as regards the hangings for the other rooms, 
unless you propose mentioning it to the Duke himself, and I hope 
you will let me know their opinion, for it seems to me that it 
would not be fitting for our rooms to be bare, even if His Excellency 
brings his own hangings with him Let me know, also, what 
wines the Duke usually drinks and what kind of dress it would 
be best for me to wear . . 

She had no doubts about her own prestige, 
however. 

“ Let Your Lordship be bold and invite the 
Pope to come to Mantua, where we will arrange 
to do him honour,” she wrote to her husband, 
when Juhus II was in Perugia with his whole 
Pontificial Court of seventy-eight Cardinals. And 
later on, when her son was reigning' in Mantua, 
she invited Charles-Quint there without the least 
hesitation. The two “ halves of God ” found in 
her home something which all their united powers 
could not create — a soul in which was reflected 
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not only all that was best in its own epoch, but 
also a vision of what humanity would become in 
better times. They found, too, an admirable 
treasury of art and letters, a collection in which 
all their curiosity could be satisfied Isabella 
d’Este knew this, and she rched greatly on the 
prestige of her Gratta to daazlc the eyes even of 
those accustomed to imperial splendours. 

Four hundred years ago, as to-day, when one 
sovereign was recaved by another, it was customary 
to take him out huntmg, to have a review m his 
honour and to act a comedy for him to spill the 
blood of wild beasts and to laugh at human foibles 
seemed then, as nowadays, the most enviable of 
royal pnvileges. To this unchangeable formula 
she was the first, it appears, to add a visit to museums. 
When her husband had exhausted his guests in 
hunting the wild boar at the nsk of breaking their 
necks, his wife confronted them with her mytho- 
logical allegones, submitted symbols to their 
judgment and forced their mtcllects to make an 
effort. And her prestige was considerably 
enhanced thereby 

This presuge — a rare thing in itself — never 
drooped for a moment dunng the whole course 
of a long hfe spent amongst so many penis and 
tempted by so many infamous examples. And — 
a rarer thUig still — it was always exerted on the 
Bide of the good, or at least on that of the least 
evil We have already seen that Isabella d’Este 
did not shun the necessities of XVIth-ccntury 
pohtics , but she brought to them somethmg 
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of which the XVI th century gave her very few 
examples — pity for tlie conquered and loyalty 
to the unfortunate. She allowed her husband, 
as the Pope’s Captain-General, to invade Bologna 
and drive her sister Lucrezia and her brother-in- 
law Annibal Bentivoglio out of it, but she received 
them in her own palace at Mantua and forced her 
husband to protect them in defiance of die angry 
Pope. She resigned herself to congratulating the 
Borgia on his victories, but she found sanctuary 
for the Duke and Duchess of Urbino, whom the 
Borgia had just driven from their territory. She 
could not prevent the French from entering Milan 
and ruining the Sforza, but she welcomed Giovanni 
Sforza and his partisans. Leo X was inflexible 
in his opposition to Francesco Maria della Rovcrc, 
but she was just as determined to extend her 
hospitality to him after he had been proscribed. 
During her reign Mantua became a kind of sacred 
asylum for the exiled and die vanquished. She 
went, in fact, to die extreme limit allowed in sup- 
port of right against might and of loyalty against 
treason. 

And all this widiout any pretention to virtue, 
without any ediical theory, without any mysticism. 
For we can see by her correspondence that diis 
woman, who was inquisitive about almost every- 
thing, had no inquisitiveness about ‘religion or 
transcendental philosophy. Theology bored her. 
Her conception of duty was that of a strong, 
healthy temperament, sensitive to the happiness 
or pains of other people, gratifying itself most and 
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displaying itself most freely when domg good 
Her virtue was a natural advantage. She did good 
for good’s sake, as others are artists for art’s sake, 
or others again are lovers for love’s sake, without 
thinkmg of rewards which the mind could not 
conceive or of punishments which the heart could 
not understand NEC spe, nec metu 



III. 


THE LIFE OF WHICH SHE DREJMED 

I N THE LOUVRE, in the Ga/crie du Bord de 
EEau, betw^een Mantegna’s Madonna of Victory 
and his Baint Sebastian are five pictures which 
attract the passer-by as though they were riddles. 
They are allegories : Perugino’s Eight between Love 
and Chastity^ Lorenzo Costa’s Triumph of Poetry 
or The Court oj Isabella d'Este^ the two famous 
panels by Mantegna — Wisdom Victorious over the 
Vices and Parnassus — and a work begun by Man- 
tegna and painted after his death by Lorenzo 
Costa — Comus or The Triumph oj Music, witli the 
Fable oj Leda. The passer-by, lingering in front 
of these riddles, vaguely feels tliat there is a link, 
a common idea, connecting them. Nor is he 
wrong : that link is Isabella d’Este. 

These five pictures, as well as many others, were 
painted under her direction, for the decoration of 
her little museum in the palace at Mantua, which 
she called her Grotia. It was she who decided 
on the dimensions, the subject, tlie size of the 
figures, the exact lighting of each and tlieir precise 
position in a decorative and symbolical whole, 
planned beforehand. No work, even if it were by 
the greatest of the Masters, was admitted into tins 
Grotta if it did not fit in mth the general effect 
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desired These five nddles, then, are five frag- 
ments of the same tram of thought — and that the 
most hberal and mhmate in the mind of the great 
Marchioness. They reveal, not what she found 
m hfe but what she dreamed of putting into it, 
though actually she could only put it m her 
collection 

§ I Her Poetical " Inventions ” ' ’ 

Let us look, for instance, at the first panel by 
Mantegna, placed next to the Madonna oj Victory 
To the unmformed passer-by it is merely an 
amuang affair, whimacal but quite umntelhgible 

A helmeted woman, doubtless the decorative 
figure in some mythological fSte such as was often 
given in the XVIth century, is driving out of a 
princely pleasure-ground a crowd of beggars, 
hags, cnpples, men-monkeys and other phenomena 
of the Court of Miracles, who have made their 
way m there, perhaps to beg, perhaps to see the 
rock-work coloured pmk by Bengal fire — which 
IS, in fact, very curious. The poor people do not 
know which way to run, and we see them wading 
up to their waists in a pool, the stronger carrying 

' TVlsJm FJct$H$MS #rvr th Fica or Flrtu DrMMg th FJeti 
wtspuntcdbyMtntejntmtbckityeinofthcXVthcentuTx Ptrwdsnt 
or Tit THtmfi t/ Lrvt or Ftm xei/i Fnlctn mmJ Orfitns wij p«mted 
fo 1497 Tie Cfurt »f haitlU or Tit TriMftti tf Ptttn wi5 
ptmt^ Lorenzo Cem b 1 505 Tit Fi^is itttettt Ltvt tni Citstity 
hf Perugmo m ttc tune jas znd Cmts m 1506 Thc*e fire picturo, 
doe to ttc mTcntioo” of IttbdJi d^Efte, were iinmedaitd7 placed 
ID her Qrtlttj and renamed there t 31 1630 at which date th^ were 
boQght hr Ckidmal Richdlen and taien to the Chlteto Pleaw-RKheljeu 
whence thcT' erentuall^ came to the Lonrre. 
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their helpless companions and disturbing water- 
lilies and plantains in their flight. Their brats 
are following them, scrambling from the hedges 
more quickly than they climbed into them ; and 
a lean tree enlaced witli devices like a reed-pipe, 
raises its arms to the sky as if in protest against this 
fearful splashing. 

What does all this mean ^ One can understand 
that ‘deformed and half-naked people have no 
right to enter a garden where the yew trees are so 
well clipped and where beautiful ladies are dis- 
guised as Olympian divinities : but all the same 
the brutal manner in which they are being sent 
away inspires a little pity. This, however, is 
Wisdom Victorious over the Vices, and our sym- 
pathy ought to be entirely on the side of the guardian 
of the grounds, who is Minerva, and the poor people 
whom she is hustling away ought to fill us with tlie 
most profound horror. 

“ Beauty is a holy thing,” says Bembo in Bal- 
dassare Castiglione’s Cortegiano. 

It Comes from God It is the pleasant, joyful, agreeable and 
desirable aspect of good, whilst ugliness is the obscure, grievous, 
displeasing and sad aspect of evil Exterior beauty is the true 
sign of interior beauty — as in trees the beauty of the flowers bears 
witness to the goodness of their fruit 

Thus, according to the Marchioness’ two great 
friends, Castighone and Bembo, Mantegna’s poor 
people, being ugly, are vices and meet to be killed. 

Similarly, when we turn to Perugino’s picture 
we ought to look at it several times before giving 
our allegiance : for we might make some gross 
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error What, indeed, could be ugher than these 
fat, half-naked women slaugbtenng the graceful 
htde children nho are chnging to them and trymg 
to embrace them I They arc brandishing their 
lances against the poor brats, whom they are holding 
by the hair , it is, in fact, a regular massacre of 
the mnocents. Not at all, the author tells 
us These innocents are the guilty, they are the 
Amours — illegitimate and adulterous, to say nothing 
worse — and the fat ladies are the Virtues — Pallas, 
TDiana, all that is best in the world The lady 
in the middle, however, who is defending herself 
as well as she can against her rival’s bow svith a 
large stick on which is a plume, is Venus, and the 
plume IS an insidious torch with which she is 
trying to set the heart of the innocent huntress on 
fire. 

All this fine “ invenuon ” is by Isabella d’Este 
Smee Penigino understood as httle about it as 
we do now, she wrote him no less than fifty-three 
letters to drive it into his mind But the unfor- 
tunate artist — whose head, if we can credit Vasan, 
was exceptionally hard — persisted m being stupid 
about iL What was he to do when the couner 
from Mantua brought him two nbbons showing 
the height and width of the panel to be painted, 
together with instnictiont such as this ? 

My poetioil Invenaon, which I wah to *cc you paint, h a 
battle of Chatuty against Love. Pallas will appear as having 
vanquished Cupid she has broken his golden arrow and his 
silver bow and has thrown them at his feet. With one hand she 
holds the bhnd boy by the bandage he is wearing and with the 
other she is about to strike him with her lance, Diana must 
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also have some share m this victory Some part of Venus’ dress 
— ^her mitre, her garland or her veil, perhaps — ^v^ill be slightly 
torn As for Diana, Venus’ torch will have burnt her clothes, 
but neither of the two goddesses will be wounded. 

By dint of thinking about it, Perugino was at 
last able to solve this conundrum, although the 
details which had been given him as the most 
important were so inconspicuous when reduced to 
lines and colours, that his eye could scarcely see 
what his mind had intended to put in. But what 
could he do — ^he a painter of Adorations and “ Holy 
Conversations ” — when he received commands such 
as this ? 

Behind the four divinities, chaste nymphs, followers of Pallas 
and Diana, clad as you think best, must be engaged m a sharp 
fight with lascivious launs and satyrs and a thousand other little 
Cupids 

How am I to show this crowd fighting ? ” 
he must have asked himself. “ I know 1 I will 
devise one gesture and repeat it with every one of 
these nymphs ! ” 

And that was what he actually did. Looking 
at our picture in the Louvre, we can imagine 
ourselves watching a military physical exercise 
when every man in a platoon, under the eye of a 
blasphemous corporal, is raising the same arm in 
the same movement. 

“ At any rate,” the painter could say to himself, 
“ I will get my own back in the scenery.” 

No such thing 1 Everything was already 
arranged for. Just as the general had ordered the 
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“ movement ” and the " objccuvc,” so also had 
she indicated the ground ” 

In order to eaepress the *tory more fully and to decorate rt more 
lavishly, an olive-tree, the sacred shrub of Pallas, will spring from 
the ground at her adc and an owl, her symbol, will be perched 
on one of the branches. By Venus adc will grow the myrtle, 
which 18 her emblem, and to enhance the charm of the whole 
there must be a nver or the sea in the background. Fauns, 
satyrs and bttlc Cupids, cleaving the waves on the hacks of swans 
or flying dirough the air, will be hurrying to Cupid’s aid, anxious 
to rat-g part in tha amorota adventure. On the banks of the 
nver or on the sea shore will appear Jupiter and those other gods 
who are always the enemies of Ch^ty The former, m the 
guise of a bull, wfll be carrying off the beautiful Europa, and 
Mercury, like an eagle after his prey, will be flying round the 
nymph Glaucbre, who is boldmg a shield on wbum are engraved 
the attributa of the goddess Pallas. Polypheme, with li one 
eye, a chasing Galatea, Phoebus a m pursuit of the nymph who 
has airea^ been tum^ into a laurel tree, Pluto, who has just 
captured Proserpine, n bearing her off to his infernal lungoom 
and Neptune is about to seize Coronis, but at that very moment 
she IS changmg mto a crow I am sbowing you all these details 
m a htde sketch which 1 am sending, and with tha, added to my 
espUnaCons, you will understand b e tie r what I wanL If you 
find that there are too many figures for the subject you can reduce 
the number, provided always dhat the mam idea » not changed — 
I mean Pallas, Dana, Venus and Cupid iut you art ftr~ 
hidden it add anythtng tf jw tvm. 

The result of this “ imposition ” is now before 
our eyes it is Perugmo s worst picture, almost 
as imtaung to look at as Isabella's description of it 
IS to read Could any thin g be more ndiculous 
than these little allcgoncal marionettes scattered 
over the background, these swans and Cupds and 
satyrs and, particularly, this unfortunate tree- 
woman, whose ten fingers, ending off as branches, 
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feel the air with their myriad papillas, which have 
now become leaves in the wind ? 

On what theme or “ invention ” is The Court of 
Isabella TEste, which is hung as a pendant to the 
Perugmo, based ? We do not know, for in this 
case, no doubt, the Marchioness gave her orders 
to the painter by word of mouth. But though 
Lorenzo Costa did not produce anything quite 
so gauche as Perugmo did, he only just avoided 
doing so. We can see plainly enough that a 
party of noble personages, picturesquely disguised, 
have come to disport themselves at the entrance of 
a coppice on the shore of an arm of the sea closely 
encircled by hills. But who can say what they 
are doing ? Who, above all, can say what common 
idea has brought them together ? Not one of them 
IS looking at his neighbour. All of them are 
absorbed in their own actions, which are, moreover, 
very peculiar. A lady, seated, is holding the 
head of a sheep in her lap and is placing a necklace 
of flowers over it, witliout looking at it. Another 
lady, facing her, and also seated, has a bull calf, as 
gentle as the sheep. She, too, has prepared a 
wreath and is holding her aureole of flowers over 
the bull’s head. In the middle distance, a third 
wreath appears. But in this case it is not the 
head of a sheep or a calf which is about to receive 
it, but that of a beautiful lady, who is standing 
up and who is wearing a traihng red dress with those 
wide, falhng sleeves, pointed at the lower end, 
which Mussati compared with Catalan bucklers. 
We seem to recognize her readily enough as the 
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famous Marchioness of Mantua. With her nght 
hand resting on her heart and her left holdmg up 
the front of her skirt, she is lowering her head hke 
a victim under the sacnfiaal knife. But this is 
so that she may more easily don the leafy crown 
which IS bemg held out to her hy a httle wmged 
Cupid standmg up on the knees of another lady 

All round there is a ardc of old Turks and young 
troubadours Some are standmg and playing on 
the viola, the lyre or the monochord , others 
are seated, and m spite of the mconvemence of their 
postures are trying to vmte on their tablets. 
Whilst all these people are amusing themselves 
thus, two warlike figures on guard to the nght 
and left, at the comers of the picture, are watchmg 
that no one comes near one, dressed as a Roman 
soldier, is armed with a long halberd, which he 
seems to be using at random, for he has broken 
off the branch of a tree and cut off the head of a 
dog — and this seems to have made him sad The 
other, a woman armed with a bow and arrow, is 
watchmg what is going on m the distance, and is 
ready to mtervene In the lower comer, m the 
background, one party of horsemen, dad m armour, 
18 attacking another, while a few yards away some 
travellers are talkmg peacefully enough as they 
disembark from a ship whose sails are being furled 
Fmally, m the woods, m the background, we can 
sec distant figures chasmg each other between the 
trunks of willows, laurels and palms or grouped m 
amorous pose. 

Such IS the general appearance of this picture, 
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which IS sometimes called the Incoronazione^ some- 
times The Triumph of Poetry^ sometimes The 
Court of Isabella d'Este, All three tides are suit- 
able. It is probable diat the personages thus 
disguised are the intimates of the great Marchioness, 
and that die Roman warrior in the foreground, 
handling his halberd like a rake, is her friend 
Castiglione, the diplomat with the blue eyes and 
the fair beard whose expression interests visitors to 
the Louvre. . . . Who can the musician be in the 
middle distance ? He has a turban on his head 
and a monochord in his hand, and is turning 
his long, pointed beard towards us and indicating 
with the end of his bow what is happening to the 
Marchioness. This is a prophetic vision of Pietro 
Bembo, grown old and venerable, and having at 
last ceased to play and sing at the feet of the lovely 
ladies of his time. We have only to take off his 
turban and give him a red hat to make a cardinal 
of him. And if the painter had put a little more 
character into the young people — the violinist, 
for instance, who is playing with his head in the 
air as if looking to tlie sky for his notes, and tlie 
historian or poet, with a plumed hood on his head, 
who is holding his ink-pot like a cup — we would 
perhaps be able to recognize in them the intimates 
of the Marchioness : Niccolo da Correggio, Mario 
Equicola, Ercole Strozzi, Lorenzo da Pavia. 

In any case we can recognize the ideal place in 
which they are ; it is that meadow “ lush with grass 
and enriched with flowers of many colours, those 
dark groves in reverent solitude, that beautiful 
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fountain ingeniously hidden m the living rock,” 
which Pietro Bembo describes as the ideal pleasure- 
ground at the beginning of his Asolant 

All this 18 not good painting, but it is something 
we look at for a long time it cames our thoughts 
into a far-away country mto which there enter 
none of the teahues of life. The Roman wamor 
and the huntress Diana keep good svatch Nothmg 
here is for use. No action can have its logical 
sequeL By some marvellous chance, all the figures 
are lookmg out of the picture and these souls, 
unaware of each other, unaware of their own 
selves too, so it seems, form an ideal wreath for 
the woman who desired to ragn m the kingdom 
of pure thought. 

We have not got, m vmting, the tnvenzsone of 
the Parnassus, for Mantegna was at Mantua under 
the Marchioness’s own eyes when he pamted it , 
and so, m deaphenng its meaning we are reduced 
to our own guesswork. 

On top of a strange rock, pierced so as to form 
a natural arch, a young man m armour and a 
naked young woman, are standmg upnght, their 
shoulders touching and their heads turned amor- 
ously towards each other Below them nme young 
school-girls are dancmg a sort of round dance, 
and their httle feet tap the ground with much more 
spint than is displayed m their faces A measure 
is being played for them by a poor devil of a harpist 
seated in a comer In the other comer a sorry 
nag, with a coat like a bear’s, with spots hke a 
peacock, and wings like a hen, is looking at his 
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master in tender reproach for having disguised 
him so ridiculously before bringing him into such 
fine company. A few minor incidents enliven 
this part of the countryside still further : a mis- 
chievous boy, who has no right to be here at all, 
IS aiming his pea-shooter at the nose of a poor 
troglodyte, who is no doubt preparing his supper 
on a litde fire and who is defending himself as 
best he can and uttering his curses at the same 
time. ... In the foreground a small rabbit 
witli Its ears erect is waiting to come out of its 
hole when all this dm is over. 

Now the rock is Parnassus, the school-girls are 
the nine Muses, the poor harpist is Apollo, who 
is playing on his lyre, the woolly horse is Pegasus, 
led by Mercury, whose whip is a wand. ... As 
for the two lovers perched on their great rock, deco- 
rated for the occasion as French stands are decorated 
for public balls on 14th July, tliey represent Mars 
and Venus, whilst in the unfortunate man being 
shot at by an urchin’s pea-shooter, we are expected 
to see Vulcan being flouted by Cupid. . . . 

And yet the thing is delightful, all the same. 
The infinite grace of the gestures, the perfect 
rhythm of arms and legs, the soft draping of the 
scarves, the harmonious balance of the grouping, 
more than make up for the absurdity of Ae fable’s 
moral. The symbolical theme disappears and we 
are only conscious of the rhythm of the forms — 
and that rhythm is divine. It deifies one of Isa- 
bella d’Este’s passions, and one of her triumphs 
— the dance : that music in gestures which she 
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was taught at the age of six by the Jew Ambrosia, 
and at eleven by the famous Lorenzo Lavagnolo, 
which she studied in the Trattato dt Ballo or in the 
Ballenno ferfetlo, and which she pracused almost 
aE her life. The central figure — the Muse with 
her face turned towards us and her hands clasped 
behmd her back — may or may not have Isabella’s 
fcamres but it is surely Isabella’s passion which 
IS inspiring the nholc group of goddesses and 
makmg them skim the ground with their quivering, 
sensitive feet. Never perhaps by any painter, 
not even by Raphael, has the ‘ Spirit of the Dance ” 
been so cleverly interpreted Yet it was enough for 
Isabella d Este to have had a hand in its compost 
non for it to be less perfect than Mantegna’s other 
works For this much must be noted the weak 
points of the picture are the symbolical and superer- 
ogatory figures — these latter are due, then, to the 
exacnons of Mantegna’s sovereign 

Wherefore the painters, from one end of the 
pemnsula to the other, did their utmost to avoid 
her Overcome with joy at first, at being com- 
missioned by so great and learned a lady to decorate 
her Gratia, they were fiUed with dismay as soon 
as her orders arrived 

“ I have been at BeUini’s house these last few 
days,” wrote Pietro Bembo to her, m a letter 
from Vemctf dated i January, 1 506 

He a quite prepared to oUige Your Excdtency provided that 
you lend him the dimensions of the canvas. But the irrvenzinu, 
with the design corresponding to it, must agree with the idea of 
the artist who IS to execute me work. BeUini does not want to 
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be given a number of arbitrary limitations which would tliwart 
his usual conceptions He says that lie is in the habit of going 
his own way about his work and that he guarantees to give satis- 
faction to anyone who looks at it 

In actual fact it is not with the inventions of 
the Marchioness that he was destined to “ satisfy ” 
us. For tliree years he turned Isabella d’Este’s 
“ invention ” over and over in his mind, and ended 
by declaring : 

“ Nodiing can be done with tliis story.” 

Her indignation against Bellini was not lessened 
by the fact that the old Master was ill-advised 
enough to suggest to her tliat in place of her allegory 
she should have a Nativity I A Nativity \^at 
did she want vdth a Nativity ? could such 

a subject prove ? In what way could it be in 
keeping with the sequence of her allegories 
She had a plan, worked out long before, and that 
plan must be followed. She could not see why 
an artist could not transpose her idea for her, 
there and then, in design and colour, as a humanist 
translated phrases for her. 

“ Ah, if only painters were as quick as poets ! ” 
she sighed on receiving a scenario which she had 
asked for from Paride de Ceresara. For her, in 
fact, the meaning of a picture was everything, 
and Its technique was a nuisance which dulled, 
complicated and delayed the transcription. 

This contempt for the painter’s “ technique ” 
or “ medium ” was to break out in still more 
memorable circumstances. It was in 1 506. Pope 
Juhus II was at Bologna with his whole Pontifical 
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Court, and was thinking of visiting Mantua. 
Wherefore it was necessary to prepare everything 
for his reception The Marquis Gonzaga, at the 
moment with His Holiness, wrote, then, to his 
wife to rermnd her that the frescoes by Mantegna 
m the Sala deglt Spost badly needed restonng, and 
that she ought to set about it at once. 

“ Employ Mantegna and his sons on the job,” 
he said “ And if they cannot or will not do the 
work, have it done by Francesco Bonsignon.” 

Mantegna could not do it, as a matter of fact, 
because he happened to be dead Nevertheless, 
bnghter colours were hastily daubed over the old 
Master’s work and the sacrilege which to-day 
calls forth the indignation of every journal in the 
world was earned out with the utmost complacency 
by Isabella d’Este. 

Let It be admitted, then This woman, cele- 
brated in every history of art for her artistic taste, 
was not artistic. She was one of those who try 
to understand what should only be felt. She 
loved works of art not for the sensory effect which 
they produced in her, but for the ideas which they 
put mto her nund She regarded pictures merely 
as specially ammated devices or as unusually allusive 
coats of arms. They were, for her, a better means 
of brmgmg before her eyes the visions she had 
of an ideal life — a life m which vice was no longer 
victonous, in which virtue was tnumphant and 
m which aU baseness had fled across its swamps 
beanng its impotence away with it and hidmg its 
uglmesE — m short the exact opposite of what she 
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saw around her. . . . Each era places this ideal life 
where it pleases. We place it either in the future, 
as do the sociologists and ideologists, or in distant 
countries, as artists eagerly do, or in the past. In 
common with all her age Isabella d’Este placed it 
in the past — ^in mythological antiquity, where the 
gods triumphed without any difficulty over evil 
and ugliness. 

Hence her enthusiasm for these classic formulae, 
for these out-of-date allegories, for tlicsc compli- 
cated histories, which we find so cold and empty 
if they are not supported by an artist of genius. 
For her, antiquity was not only a treasury of 
beauty : it was an ideal of virtue, true loyalty 
and generosity — of everything which her con- 
temporaries lacked. She could imagine a better 
humanity only as one in the raiment of tlie Greek 
gods and living under tlieir moral code. Mytho- 
logy was her compensation for life. Apollo with 
his harmony as a compensation for the libellers 
and sowers of discord : Minerva, with her wisdom, 
for Lucrezia Borgia : Truth with her mirror, for 
Cassar Borgia. This is the explanation of what 
the painters did at her command. She loved the 
dance, so she commissioned the Parnassus from 
Mantegna. She loved music, so she commissioned 
first Mantegna and then Costa to paint the Comus, 
She loved poetry and conversation : she ordered 
what is now called The Court oj Isabella UPste. 
She abhorred trickery, brutality, luxury and idle- 
ness : she commissioned Mantegna to do the 
Wisdom Victorious over the Vices and Perugmo to 
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do the Triumph oj Chastity, then Correggio to 
do the Apollo and Marsyas and the Virtues Armmg 
Youth, both of which also found a place in her 
studiolo When one reminds oneself that she 
directed the composition of these “ poetical inven- 
tions ” in the midst of plots threatening the Ufe 
of her husband, her son and her brother, after 
plagues tshich had earned off a third of the in- 
habitants of Mantua, on a soil incessantly shakmg 
under the tread of mvasions and under a sky 
rent with the fulminations of the Vatican, one 
begins to look at them in rather a different hght, 
and one no longer finds them cold and banal 
They have the proud elegance of a bouquet plucked 
under the enemy’s fire 

They have, in short, the charm of a confidence. 
They were not painted, as are our modem pictures, 
for broad dayhght, for the pubhc, for an ‘ exhibi- 
tion,” but for her own tiny httle rooms, which 
she had built for herself, her Camertm mto which 
only her intimates penetrated, and which were 
scarcely larger than blue and gold caskets, squeezed 
into a comer of the vast Reggta, as shnnes of 
secret hopes and a dreamed-of Paradise. She 
ordered her pictures as she ordered her devices — 
those mysterious mprese which she put every- 
where on the ceding, as constcllauons , on her 
dresses, picked out m pearls, as embroidery , 
under her feet, as earthenware tdes The artists 
found her themes mcomprchensible it was enough 
for her that she herself understood them They 
were the mother tongue of her memones, her 
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desires, her regrets, as arc those messages which 
one sends oneself across the years, in arraying 
the souvenirs of one’s life and the books m one’s 
room on an ordered plan which no one else can 
explain. . . . She was a prisoner in her age and 
a prisoner in her world, dreaming of extensions 
of justice and kindness which she could only 
perceive in the countries of the gods : and so she 
covered her boudoir with inscriptions, devices and 
images, as prisoners cover the walls of their cells: 
inscriptions which, doubtless were less sad than 
those of her unfortunate brother-in-law Ludovic 
the Moor on the W'alls of liis dungeon at Loches, but 
w'hich proved, none the less, an immense desire 
for expansion and liberty. She w'as like a chimera, 
spreading its wdngs, striking with its talons and 
hurling Itself against the walls of its cage. . . . 
But is that the true role of Art ^ No, undoubtedly. 
Yet It is a role w'hich is as noble as it is rare, and 
one cannot but admire so patlictic a mistake. 

§2. Her Pot t? aits. 

We can guess from the foregoing what her 
portrait-painters had to endure. To paint a beauti- 
ful lady’s portrait is ahvays an liazardous under- 
taking : It becomes a desperate one if the lady 
prides herself on her taste, and adds to the natural 
exigencies of her own vanity those of some theory 
of assthetics. The greatest Masters arc no more 
spared than arc any others and no prestige is 
great enough to ovcraw'c their clients. So long 
as it is a question of mytliology or of the saintliood, 
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of ceilings or altar-ecrcens, of decorative symbols 
or generi aspects of humamty, people arc wxUing 
enough to praise the artists and even to launch 
out mto courteous enthusiasm and though such 
and such a Muse may seem antemic, or such and 
such a Genius goitrous or such and such a Thinker 
imbcalc-lookmg, nobody looks too closely Com- 
pliments are bandied about and the artist ascends 
into the clouds. But in the matter of portraits 

everyone is anxious to save his own stake — that 
15 to say, his head I The smallest mistakes on 
the part of the artist are examined in detail He 
IE brought down to earth and made to feel that he 
IS merely a tradesman hke any other man, and 
that “ beauty ” and “ likeness ” are quahnes 
guaranteed on the mvoice 

“ Ah, hem difficult it is to find painters toho really hit 
ofi a natural likeness I ” cxdaimed Isabella d’Este in 
a letter to the Countess d’Acerra Observe that this 
letter is dated 1493, that is to say at a moment when 
all the great Masters were paintmg — Mantegna, 
Carpacao, Pmtuncchio, Botticelh, Leonardo da 
Vina, Ghirlandajo, Belhm In the end she deaded 
to try Mantegna, She wrote to Jacopo d’Atn 

In order to wtiify Her Most lUustnous Ladyship, the Coimtes* 
d Acerra, whom we dearly love, wc have deaded to have our 
portrait painted by Andrea Mantegna and wc will nk him to 
•end It you sq that you may offer it to the Counteas before you 
leave. Wc hope that pu bnng us her portrait, as the wuhed 
to have oura. 

Now Mantegna was the glonous creator of 
the Sola dcglt Spost at Mantua and of the Eremitant 
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at Padua. It was he who decorated the gloomy 
walls of tlic Castcllo and painted on the ceiling 
that blue vault, surrounded by charming heads, 
which Titian afterwards declared to be “ the 
most beautiful thing he had ever seen.” When 
Mantegna appeared in the dark fortress, with his 
long brushes in his hand, everything was gay and 
animated : he seemed to be liolding a bundle of 
sunbeams. But no sooner was lie confronted with 
the great Marchioness, liis sovereign, than he 
broke down : he was treated simply as a workman 
with whom tlic job to be done was being discussed. 
Nor was it merely a question of discussion : he 
met with point blank refusal. 

“ We were very grieved at not being able to 
send you our portrait,” continued Isabella d’Estc, 
still addressing the Countess d’Acerra, ” but the 
painter has done it so badly that it is not in tlic 
least like us. But we have now sent to find a 
foreign artist who is supposed to be able to do a 
good likeness, and as soon as he has finished we 
will send It to Your Ladyship.” * 

This foreign artist was none other than Giovanni 
Santi, of Urbino, the father of Raphael. But 
he had no more success than the native had. 

Most Illustrious Madam and Very Dear Sister, 

To satisfy Your Ladyship and not because our face is 
beautiful enough to deserve being painted, we are sending you, 
by Simone da Canossa, a portrait on a panel, by Zohan de Sancte, 

^ " Pcrchc il pittorc nc ha tan to mal facta die non ha alcunc de le 
nostre simiglic havemo mandate per uno forestcrc, qud ha fama de 
contrafare bene el naturale.” 
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pamter to the Duchcsi of Urbmo, who haa a reputation for pro- 
ducing good hkcncESta, although after all we have heard, it seam 
that tha one might w^ be more like us than it la. 

A few months afterwards Isabella of Aragon 
was wanting a portrait of the Marchioness. Who 
should paint her this time f Mantua had failed, 
and so had Urbmo 'She deaded to try Parma. 
The pamter, Gian Francesco Mamen, took all 
possible pams, but alas I with no more success 
When the portrait was finished Isabella sent it 
to Mdan by Negro, the cavalry commander , 
but m asking permission of Ludovic the Moor 
to offer this souvemr to Isabella of Aragon she 
did not hide her vexation 

I am afraid of irnaang not only Your Highnea, but the whole 
of Italy, with all these portraits of me, but I could not refuse the 
Duchess i urgent request. I am sending this, although it u t»t 
very like me it shows me as being rather &ttcr than 1 am. t 

Thus, then, every pamter who had attempted 
her portrait from the life had faded Supposmg 
someone tried paintmg her without scemg her ? 
It was her sister, Lucrezia d’Este, the wife of 
Anrabal Bentivogho, who had this brdhant idea 
She undertook to carry it out at Bologna, where 
she was reignmg, with the help of Franaa The 
Marchioness sent a sketch, or drawmg, guided by 
which Franaa tned to pamt her portrait Lucrezia 
stood behmd him and instructed him regardmg 
the colounng and expression They tried twice 

* Ritxondomi qtiato anchor noQ nu molto nmile, per etaere nno 
poco pm gnaao che noo KDO 10 ** 


219 



Celebrities oj the Italian Renaissance 

and failed. The painter ended by dispensing with 
Lucrezia’s instructions and produced, from his 
own imagination, a portrait which he sent to 
Isabella. This time she was delighted : 

“ Truly you have made me much more beautiful 
by your art than nature ever did. . . . But the 
eyes are too dark. . . 

All this praise just to arrive at that ! Isabella 
asked Lucrezia if the painter could not touch them 
up and make them tighter. 

One can imagine tlie astonishment of the people 
at Bologna when they received this letter 1 

Lucrezia replied : 

Our painter, Francia, is in the seventli heaven, so great is his 
joy at hearing that his portrait pleased Your Excellency and even 
more so at hearing that his art has made you more beautiful than 
nature did “It would be,” he says, “a great impertinence on the 
part of the art of painting to presume to surpass nature ” Never- 
theless he IS in no "way hurt at receiving so great a compliment 
from such a lady * As for altering the eyes from dark to light, 
the result would be doubtful and it would be with great regret 
that he would run the risk of spoiling what is best m the picture 
and of exchanging what is certainly good for what would be 
uncertain It would be necessary to alter the shading of the 
picture to suit the colour of the eyes and then to revarnish it, 
and if the eyes were spoiled by that operation the picture would 
lose all Its charm However, if you could be here to pose for 
him he would do his best to please Your Excellency . . . 

“ I ! Pose ! ” cried Isabella d’Este. Never I ” 

For this woman, who had recourse* to all the 
Masters of Italy, and was taking every step to get 
a portrait of herself which was a real likeness, was 
very averse to tying herself down to the one man 
who could offer her some hope of succeeding. In 
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1511 Lucrcaa Ben tivoglio wanted to send Franaa 
to her at Mantua and asked her if she would grant 
him a few hours’ sitting Isabella replied 

“ Let Your Ladyship not insist further 1 The 
last time we had our portrait done we experienced 
such boredom with the necessity of having to 
remain rigid and motionless that we will never 
let It happen to us again ” 

Such were the Mtecenas of this great epoch, 
such was the co-operation which they vouchsafed 
to the artists 1 We ask ourselves sometimes when 
we arc looking at these wonderful portraits of 
Renaissance women, m which everything — hfe, 
youth and beauty — is umted — ^we ask ourselves 
what their Ups, which soil look so fresh, would 
say if they could speak. We need ask no more, 
for now we know They would open to pour 
curses on the painter of the portrait ! 

§ 3 Her Collection 

It constantly happens that a mind which is 
mcapable of concaving the essenOal conditions of 
a given art can yet appreaate a work of art once 
It has been created and espeaally so if tune has 
already given it a repntaOon A bad counsellor 
such as this can be an excellent amateur It was 
so with Isabella d’Etta She was, perhaps, the 
carUcst of the great collectors, and she was certainly 
the keenest Nowadays a person is a collector 
for a hundred different reasons, of which the least 
important, possibly, is a taste for what he is col- 
lecting But m her days this last was_the only 
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reason, and although the great Marchioness was 
neither the first nor the only per^son to search for 
beautiful antiques, her passion cannot be attributed 
either to a spirit of imitation or to one of gain. 

And then what a period for collectors it was ! 
Imagine die eyes of die men of die XVI th century 
when they saw raised from the cardi the harvest 
of marbles which now fills the Vatican ! Some 
fesdvals arc recurrent, but the world has only 
once seen a sight such as this. A nation of statue- 
makers was at work, several generations had ex- 
hausted themselves in attempting to give such 
and such a stone or such and such a bronxc the 
effect of life, of movement, of strength, of bold 
gesture and flowing drapery and a fine balance of 
line and mass ; and to express die play of muscles 
and healthy vigour in poses which would do 
honour to the human body — not counting all 
kinds of experiments made to discover a process 
by which a bronze could be obtained in a single 
casting, with all its details reproduced to a nicety. 
And suddenly, while they were seeking, as their 
fathers and forefathers had sought before them — 
those designers of the hard, stiff features in the 
cathedrals whicli we admire but which they did 
not because they wanted to go still fardier — the 
thing they had been dreaming of sprang from the 
ground — the ideal group whicli diey • had been 
striving to achieve leapt up at them, radiant, 
young, perfect, complete, faultless. The Apollo 
was unearthed in a farm at Grotta Ferrata, belong- 
ing to Cardinal de la Rovere The river-god, 
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the Tiber imth the She-Wolf sucUmg Romulus and 
Remus was discovered in the foundanons of a 
house near the Dominican convent at Santa Mana 
Sopra Minerva. The Laocoon was pulled out of 
the Tiber under the very eyes of Michael Angelo 
A peasant, digging in hi» garden in the Campo di 
Fion, brought to hght the Hercules Holding the 
Child vnth the Lion’s Shn 1 One could not use a 
pickaxe without laymg bare a masterpiece 
It was as though the dead lymg underground had 
at last taken pity on the efforts of the hvmg, and 
were gradually pushing the work of their own 
hands towards them, as much as to say “ We 
have already found what you are lookmg for 
Here it is,” 

Nevertheless the business of collecting was not 
without Its struggles or its danger It was neces- 
sary, first of all, to guard against fakes, for easy 
though It was to find antiques by excavatmg, people 
began to thmk that it was even easier to make 
them, or else fraud had an attraction which dis- 
covery had not, for forgers abounded On one 
occasion one of them succeeded in selhng to Car- 
dinal Riano as a Greek piece a marble which 
was fresh from the studio of the young Michael 
Angelo On another an antiquary m Rome named 
Raphael, who came from Urbmo but had no 
connection with the great pamter, despatched to 
Isabella d’Este, as antiques, two httle figures which 
were the work of an obscure contemporary Where- 
fore she took great precautions and mobilized all 
her fnends in order to have all the objects which 
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were oflFered her examined. There is a certain 
antique vase, haggled over at public auction, on 
which a label bearing the following words might 
have been put : 

Sale : Lorenzo the Magnificent 
Valuer : Leonardo da Vinci 
Purchaser : Isabella D’Este 

There is only the price, 150 ducats, or scarcely 
more than 7,000 francs at tlieir present value [1913], 
and that would make our modern connoisseurs 
smile in pity. 

Then one had to be careful not to allow oneself 
to be forestalled. The English were already in 
the field, and by means of their money were carry- 
ing off everyAing. In April 1529, after tlie 
sack of Rome, the poet Molza, ruined and forced to 
sell his library, wrote to Isabella d’Este’s son. 
Cardinal Ercole : 

If Your Excellency does not buy these books they will cer- 
tainly go to England, which God forbid so long as the Cardinal 
of Mantua is alive > 

Finally, if one had a modest income and an 
extravagant husband with a taste for racing, one 
had to pay as little as possible. In the battle for 
masterpieces which is always being waged by 
amateurs there are three ways of winning : by 
force, by ruse and by love. Force imphes gold ; 
ruse implies waiting and furtive appropriation ; 
love implies gradually insinuating into die heart 
of the artist or the former owner the idea that his 
work will never be made so much of as by oneself, 
224 



hatella J’Eiie and her Alkanes tn the Louvre 

and that a beautiful thing is only beautiful in 
the house of someone who loves it Those who 
wm by force arc the nch people , by ruse, the 
diplomats , and by love, the arUsts The first 
are proud of having paid a very high pnce , the 
second are equally proud of having paid a very low 
one , but the last arc not proud at all, but simply 
happy in the possession of a long-coveted object. 

Since human nature is complex and vamty may 
take many forms, it often happens that the same 
collector may be at once nch, crafty and enthu- 
siastic and therefore that he acquires glory just 
as much through having spent a great deal on a 
picture — ^which docs honour to his purse— or 
through having spent very httlc — which does 
honour to his skill — and also that, after all, he does 
not absolutely detest the art which he pretends to 
love. But It is very rare for one of these charac- 
tcnstics not to donunatc the others entirely, and 
not to subordinate them to such an extent that they 
arc completely effaced Dealers and pawnbrokers 
exist thanks to the two former But it is the last 
who keep the artists ahvc by creattng that atmo- 
sphere of adoration and ecstasy which enables 
them to breathe. 

Isabella d’Este was one of the last kmd She was 
obhgcd to be economical, and of all the weapons 
which she used to acquire the treasures m her 
coUeetton, gold was certainly the feeblest. She 
would use threats upon occasion, smcc she was 
h a lf a Sovereign and often a Regent — but of what 
avail were threats from a distance ! On other 
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occasions she would become insinuating, coaxing, 
promising, eloquent or pathetic. Her correspon- 
dents and her buyers were everywhere : at Rome 
she had Cristoforo Romano and Baldassare Casti- 
glione ; at Venice, Zorzo Brognolo, Lorenzo da 
Pavia and Michele Vianello ; at Bologna, Casio 
and her own son, Ercole ; at Florence, Francesco 
Malatesta and Fra Pietro da Novellera ; at Ferrara, 
Zoliolo and Calipupi ; in France, sometimes the 
same Zoliolo ; in Greece, Fra Sabba da Casti- 
ghone. Occasionally she would mobilize all her 
friends — and she had some of them even as far 
away as Ireland. What she had least of was money. 
But then her genius supplemented her purse. She 
watched tlie sales after deaths, after revolutions 
and after disasters, crept stealthily after retreating 
armies and descended upon corpses with die 
swiftness of a hawk. 

Sentiment was as nothing when her desire for 
works of art was active. She was very fond of 
her brother-in-law, Ludovic die Moor, who was 
almost a religious devotee of her sister Beatrice 
d’Este, and who shared her tastes in art, luxury 
and elegance. Isabella had done everything that 
a woman could possibly have done to maintain 
him on the throne of Milan ; but in 1499, ’when 
she was about to welcome him with the greatest 
honour at Mantua, she heard of Ins fall and of his 
flight before the French. That fall was final : 
there was no use hoping for any return of fortune 
— and she knew it. She immediately wrote to 
Antonio Pallavincmi, one of the men who had 
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betrayed her brother-in-law, to ask him to retneve, 
amongst the disorder caused by the occupation 
by the French troops and the lootmg, a certam 
davicord, a wonderful piece of work, which Lorenzo 
da Pavia had had made four years previously for 
his sister Bcatnce Isabella, by dmt of persever- 
ance ended by gettmg it away from Milan and 
putting It in her coUecnon 

In tide same way, after the fall and flight of the 
Bentivogh before Juhus II, who had just invaded 
Bologna, her mind at once turned to what she 
could get out of them She heard that the Pope 
had had their palace, recently decorated by Franaa, 
razed to the ground, and that two very valuable 
marble busts, one of Antonia and one of Faustina, 
had disappeared while the lootmg was going on 
The affection which she had for her aster Lucrezia 
BenUvoglio and her brother-m-Iaw did not make 
her forget the two busts. She received the fugi- 
tives at Mantua, but through her agents she got 
on the track of the masterpieces, took possession 
of them and put them m her Grotta Thus these 
dismhented prmces had only to come to see her to 
be able to rejoice anew m their departed wealth ! 

She watched not only the fall of thrones, but 
the death of artists The moment the news 
reached Mantua that Giorgione had breathed his 
last, she rummaged the whole of Vemcc to get 
hold of a certam picture. Night, “ which,” it was 
said, “ the pamter had left and which was very 
beautiful ” When Niccolo da Correggio died 
at Ferrara, she wrote forthwith to his son, Gian 
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Galeazzo, to demand die manuscript of his father’s 
work : poems which had long ago been dedicated 
to her, she assured him. 

Your father showed the manuscript to me at the time of Duke 
Alfonso’s marriage with his first wife Anna Sforza , we were m 
the room above the chapel, m the courtprd. He showed me his 
book, which was in three parts, containing the Sonnets, Capitoh 
and Canzoni, with an epistle dedicating each of these parts to me 

After the sack of Rome, she did not fail to 
profit by the storm and collect some of the wreckage. 
Indeed, she collected so much of it, and so suc- 
cessfully, that It filled a whole ship ! But as it 
happened the ship was captured by pirates, and 
so she never received her treasures. 

Generous and devoted in the ordinary way, 
she became, when it was a question of her col- 
lections, captious, distrustful and jealous. She 
did not like too many people to look at them 
and so, perhaps, to spoil tliem. She had an original 
copy of the singer Scrafino’s Strambott'i and Capitoh 
which had been composed for her. Louis Gonzaga 
de Gazzuolo was very eager to transcribe a famous 
capitolo^ On Sleep ; she sent him a copy but 
begged him to keep it under lock and key and 
to allow no one to read it, as she did not want the 
verses to become public property. She had a 
Greek Rustathium which she lent to her cousin 
Cffisar of Aragon, asking him, however, not to 
let many people see it and thereby decrease its 
value. She was very ready to devote herself to 
her relations, and to give them everything she had 
• — but never an article from her collection, never 
anything from her museum ! 
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The day after the battle of Fomo\o the cavalry 
looted Charles Vlirs camp, and captured the 
fine tapestnes i^hich the King alu'ays took with 
him The Marquis Gonzaga dcaded to send 
these wonderful hangings to his sister*-in-la\\ , 
Beatnee d*Este, with the object, no doubt, of 
getung himself into the good graces of Ludowc 
3\c Moor Isabella, horrified, did not actually refuse 
to obey him — but she did not obey him all the 
same, and avoided doing so in the following way 

Mojt Iixurnuotn Lord, 

Your Excdlcncy has aepreswd a vrtih for me to tend 
the four pieces of apestry which belonged to the King of France 
so that may present them to the Dudicst of MtUn. It 
goes Viitnout nying that I shall comply, hut on thh occasion 1 
must say that I Jiall do so with great rductanec, for m my 
opinion these regal spolb ought to remain in our family to per- 
petuate the memory of j'our ^onous deeds, of which v.c hare no 
other souvenirs here. In giving them away to someone else 
you will appear to be rclmquHhmg the honour of the cnierpmc 
at the same time os these trophies of victory 1 am not sending 
them Co jviu to-day, because I need a mule for the purpose and 
also because I hope that you will sec )*our way to make some excuse 
to the Duchess, telling her, for instance, that you hare airrad) 
given these hangings to me. If I had not seen them, 1 should 
not be so eager to keep them, but as rou gave them to me In the 
first place and as they sverc acquired at the nsk of your life, 1 
can only part with them with tears m my eyes. Howes cr, as 
I say, I shall obey \ our Excellency, but I hope to have some 
explanation m your reply to me. the han^ngi been Vi'orth 
a thousand Qm« more than thw actually arc, I should still ha\c 
been glad, If they had been acquired m another way, to hand them 
over to my sister, the Duchess, whom I lot c as you know and 
whom I honour with all my heart. But In the circumstances I 
mutt confess that I find it very difficult to pan with them. 

Mahtua, 04 Jitlrt 1495 
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The story of the Urbino marbles is even more 
typical of her. In June 1502 Isabella d’Este was 
enjoying the pleasures of the country in her 
beautiful gardens at Porto. With her was her 
best friend, her sister-in-law, Elisabetta Gonzaga, 
Duchess of Urbino. Suddenly the latter’s husband, 
Guidobaldo, Duke of Urbino, appeared and dis- 
mounted from his horse half dead with fear and 
exhaustion, having ridden at full gallop from his 
own territory, which Csesar Borgia had invaded and 
was now busy pillaging. He had saved nothing 
he said, except his life and his shirt > 

' This happened in peace time, between so-called 
allies, and with no declaration of war ; and the 
game had been particularly easy for the invader, 
seeing that Guidobaldo, to oblige him, had lent 
him his artillery. It was one of those tricks which 
earned for Csesar Borgia the praises of Machiavelh. 
It was not destined to bring him happiness, it 
was true : but meanwhile, before virtue was avenged 
and the crime punished, Guidobaldo’s subjects 
were held for ransom and massacred, and the palace 
which his father had fiUed with innumerable 
treasures — manuscripts, arms and works of art — 
was systematically plundered. Strings of mules 
were going down the mountain-side bearing the 
fruits of this fortunate enterprise to the Vatican — 
for the Popes of those days were patrons of the arts. 

In this conjuncture, Isabella d’Este proved herself 
a kindly relation and a still better collector. As a 
relation she bestirred herself, received the fugitive 
willingly, wept over his misfortunes and gave 
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him shelter in her palace but as a collector she 
did not hesitate to profit by this -windfall She 
remembered ha-ving seen at Urbino a fine antique 
torso of Venus and a beautiful Cupsd Asleep which 
latter was not an antique — though it had formerly 
been sold as such to Cardmal Riano — but which 
was the work of a young Florentine sculptor 
named Buonarotn She had always coveted them 
Without losmg a nunute, she wrote to her brother 
Cardmal Ippohto d’Este, who -was in Rome, to 
ask the Usurper to let her have the two pieces 
for her collection Casar Borgia, gallant thief and 
obhgmg traitor, immediately despatched pne of 
his men to Mantua -with mules bearmg the Venus 
and the Cupid Asleep, so that the Duke of Urbino 
saw arnving, as his sister-in-law’s property, at 
the palace m which she was sheltering him, the 
two marbles which a month previously had been 
his own property and m his own palace. 

So far her rble as collector had not clashed -with 
her rfile as fnend But a day came when the 
two were sharply opposed to each other That 
day was when Guidobaldo had his estates restored 
to him after the fall of the Borgia, and recovered 
nearly all his treasures but Isabella took good 
care not to return his two antiques to him She 
had taken the precaution, before applymg to the 
thief, to ojitam authority to do so from the man 
who had been robbed, and she mamtamed that 
this consent absolved her from ever ha-ving to 
restore the stolen goods In fact, m these days 
of butchery and pillage, though one could someumes 
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recover what a bandit had seized, one could never 
get back what a collector had appropriated ! 

Thus every disaster, every storm, brought its 
flotsam and jetsam to the charming wrecker, and 
a visitor — Castiglione or Pietro Bembo, for in- 
stance — passing through her Grotta could mentally 
visualize the martyrology of Italy. For her, when 
a crown fell, it was as tliough a necklace had become 
untied and she would lie down flat, if necessary, to 
pick up the unstrung pearls ; the death of an 
artist was, for her, a sale in perspective ; a town 
that was sacked meant the arrival of a mule loaded 
with treasure. But who can take too stern a 
view of her ? Was she not a collector ? Ruined 
famihes, forced sales, the collapse of races, the 
looting of monasteries, the flight of kings — ^it is 
in these that one finds the origins of every museum, 
public or private. A collection is only a cottage 
built from the debris of a hundred palaces. 

And Isabella d’Este’s own cottage has been 
destroyed and dispersed. Less than a century 
had passed since her death before her pictures, 
brought together with so much trouble, were sold 
by the then reigning Duke of Mantua, Vincenzo II, 
to King Charles I of England. The latter gready 
appreaated them, and wrote on die inventory in 
his own hand, after each article which came from 
the famous collecdon : Mantua piece ^ But his 
palace was no safer a shelter. A few years later 
revolution broke out in England, the king was 
beheaded, his collections were sold, and Isabella 
d’Este’s pictures scattered over the whole of 
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Europe. The preaous things which had remained 
at Mantua had no happier fate. In 1630, when 
the city was sacked by the lansquenets of Ferdi- 
nand II, nearly aU of them were looted, loaded 
on barges on the Mincio and taken away to be 
dispersed m any haphazard way One comes 
across fragments of the collection everywhere 
nowadays m France, m Germany and, especially, 
m England Hidden away m many of the castles 
of the Umted Kingdom there are, doubtless, 
remains from the Grotta and portraits of Isabella 
d’Este or of her fnends, whose owners look, at 
them without bemg aware of their identity The 
remains of her famous “ service ” are scattered 
over the collections of Vienna and Pans Her 
medals are m Vienna or in pnvate collections. 
There is only one place where one will find nothing 
of hers — that is m her own palace 

§ 4. Her Palace at Mantua 
We arc often told that works of art ought to 
be put back mto the frames which first contamed 
them Renan has written passages on that subject 
which, though seldom read, are often quoted Let 
us suppose, for a moment, that this were possible 
Let us make it a dream the day has come when 
every people has recovered the works of art which 
it brought forth The side-pieces of the Adora- 
tion have gone back to Ghent,' the Elgm marbles 
have gone back to the Acropohs, the tomb of 
Juhus II has been re-assembled, and all the Virgins 

' Theic ptndj hire now been retomed to Ghent — TrinjUtoPi Note. 
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have been restored to their altars. We are per- 
mitted, therefore, to replace on the walls which 
they once illumined, the pictures which Mantegna, 
Perugino, Costa and Correggio painted for Isa- 
bella d’Este. We leave the palace of the Louvre, 
with Its regularity and its order, with its court- 
yards filled with a constantly shifting crowd and 
Its windows opening on to a busy river and with 
the rumbling noises of a modern city entering in 
gusts, and we carry our treasures across the plain 
of Lombardy, beyond Milan, beyond Brescia, to 
Mantua. We pass over the girdle of stagnant 
water which cuts it off from the rest of tlie world 
and follow the narrow, gloomy streets, flanked 
with dark arcades and dropsical houses leaning on 
their colonnades hke old women on their crutches ; 
we enter this medley of castles — strong, empty, 
ruined and sdent — mountains of mouldy bricks 
among the green waters of the moats on ^e shore 
of the lake over which passes the reflection of 
lazily moving clouds. . . . Where, now, are we 
to put these treasures ? 

The rooms which the custodians show us with 
most pride — the Salle des Fleuvesy the Salle des 
Mtroirs and the Salle des Mar^ms might be the 
rooms of a casino in which we are surprised at not 
seeing the ghosts of gamblers round a phantom 
trente-et-quarante table. From the level of the 
cornice downwards there are rows of partially 
ruined statues, some of which are so chipped that 
their iron skeleton shows through. . . . There is 
nothing here to represent either the period or the 

234 



Isabella iTEste and her Allegorie s tn the Louvre 

ideal of Isabella d’Este Not here, then, must we 
place the Parnassus or the Wisdom Triumphant 
over the Vices Let us go further, crossing 

the gardens and the inner courtyards and passing 
on to the most distant rooms of the most remote 
of these palaces. Everything is shabby, crumb- 
hng, fading For a hundred and fifty years the 
Austrians were quartered here — eating, dnnlang, 
smokmg, cooking and making a mess of every- 
thing Where, then, can we hang our master- 

pieces I How can we find the exact spot for which 
they were intended, and where they were formerly 
placed ? 

This 16 not easy Isabella d’Este lived in three 
distinct suites in these palaces, each a long w’ay 
away from the others. To sec what remains of 
her first suite, the one in which she spent the thirty 
years of her marnage, that is to say, all her youth 
and part of her middle age, we must go to the far 
end of the palaces, right up to the shores of the 
lago mezzo, in the old, sombre Costello, the northern 
outpost of Mantua Two square towers, bnsthng 
with battlements, flank its extremines, one on the 
west the other on the cast In the western one 
IE the room decorated by Mantegna, the Sala 
degli Sposi, with its fine frescoes , in tlic eastern 
one there is nothing , but between the two a 
httle sahent juts out towards the lake hkc a cape 
We go down a few steps and suddenly a tiny room, 
with a cylmdncal roof, attracts our attenuon 
This httle doset, hghted by one narfow sht, looks 
more like a casemate than a boudoir Never- 
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theless, we feel as though we are entering a precious 
casket : under the vaulting we can see the remains 
of ultramarine and gold. The whole decoration 
is extraordinarily delicate, and consists of two 
alternating patterns which are the same throughout : 
a musical stave with notes representing semibreves, 
and sheaves of parchment strips bound with ribbons 
with flying ends. That is all that remains of Isa- 
bella d’Este’s first suite, of that celebrated studiolo 
where she lived from the date of her marriage in 
1490 until the death of her husband in 1520, and 
where she collected her first art treasures. 

She was living there, unquestionably, when she 
ordered these Mantegnas of ours. But where are 
we to put them now ? Where are the rooms which 
could take them ? We would not be able to hang 
them in this closet, which is only eight feet wide, 
or narrow let us say, and which seems to be only a 
passage : which became, in fact, no more than a 
passage. At the end, where the little salient drops 
sheer to the lake, there was formerly another litde 
palace. It was small and low and square, and was 
built during Isabella d’Este’s lifetime for her sister- 
in-law, Princess Paleologue, and called for that 
reason the Palazzino della Paleologa. To go from 
the old Castello to this new palace, one had to pass 
through this precious casket. For several cen- 
turies, therefore, it was reduced to the^ role of an 
ordinary corridor. Then the Palazzino della 
Paleologa fell in ruins. It was demolished in 
1899, vaulted room now stands by itself 

and is open to the air and light of heaven as it 
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was in Isabella’s time But everything that then 
went towards making the charm of the studtolo 
has nevertheless disappeared, and we must look 
elsewhere for an asylum for our pictures 
Shall It be the smte of small rooms or camerim 
whither she migrated when she left the old Castello 
in 1520, and where she died m 1539 f This is 
the least rumed and the least restored part of the 
anaent palaces It is m what is known as the 
Carte Vecchta on the first floor, with a view to 
the cast over the lake. Let us go in We find 
It very much as Isabella d’Este left it, and the 
soldiers and other tenants who occupied it subse- 
quently have not succeeded in obhterating all 
traces of her In the rest of the palaces there 
dwells only the wind — that and silence and sohtude 
But here we feel we are in somebody s home. The 
Italians were always inclined to build immense 
monuments and then to hve m narrow cells withm 
them, like rats in a hner , and they were equally 
inchned, on summits from which the view com- 
manded the surroundmg world, to reduce the 
hght to whatever could filter through high-perched, 
inconvenient embrasures through which they could 
barely see the sky We can note this craze in 
the home of the great Marchioness. These casnertm 
are only a smte of hide cells connected with one 
another and faang the lake Not that there is 
anythmg about the lake which suggests the Itahan 
lakes, or anythmg else Italian A low-lying, wide- 
spread sheet of water , a long strip of sand at its 
edge , a long hne of low trees on the sand , long 

237 




Celebrities of the Italian Renaissance 

banks of clouds sweeping across it all and some- 
times looking fleecy against the blue sky : it might 
almost be a Dutch landscape which one sees receding 
into the open distance, except that one knows that 
beyond, far away to the North, it is closed by the 
rocks and the lake sung by Virgil and Catullus. . . . 
There is nothing to see outside, but turn to the 
interior : here is the famous Paradiso, planned 
entirely by her and for her own use, after her 
husband’s death. Seldom was a cell so lovingly 
decorated : never before have we seen such a 
confined space so profitably adapted for producing 
the maximum effect on tlie eyes and the mind. 

The communicating door between tlie two 
principal camerim is a poem in marble of various 
colours. Fixed to the yellow, black or red frame- 
work of the doorway are medallions of white 
marble like the signet on seals, and on these medal- 
lions are carved miniature statues of extraordinary 
delicacy. They are attributed to Cristoforo 
Romano, and are certainly worthy of the greatest 
of the Masters. All Isabella d’Este’s symbols 
are displayed on the framework of tliis door. 
Minerva stands leaning on her lance and shield, 
between a casing erected round a tree trunk 
and a symbohcal olive-tree. Music is enthroned 
between reading desks and tablatures ; Orpheus 
is hanging his lyre on a tree ; a strange female 
figure, carrying books on her head, is kicking a 
skull as she runs. Two medalhons of violet or 
lilac-coloured marble fixed in the middle of 
the door-posts, and a third, on the front of the 
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lintd, seem to have replaced the ongmals, which 
have been stolen or destroyed But the dehcate 
edgmg of white marble, carved m the shape of 
oak or acanthus leaves, soil runs round these 
empty plaques. And in the thickness of the 
wall where the door opens, six other medaUions 
repeat, hke echoes, what the figures in the front 
are telhng us. Behind Music is a bird — a nightin- 
gale, no doubt, with the inscnpUon xapt , 

behind Orpheus is a monkey with a collarette and 
a mirror , behind Minerva, an owl , behind the 
mysterious figure who is defying Death with Books, 
a peacock, and finally, behind the empty medalhons, 
a leopard and two pigeons — which set us guessing 
Let us look round us The walls are covered 
with a veneer of the fine colour of a Cremona 
violin — yellow m the high hghts, black in the 
shadows Gradually we begin to see fantastic 
aties, high-pded palace architecture, musical in- 
struments — a viohn, a virginal, a lute Some 
thought or other is expressed in every comer 
Shps of vanous kinds of wood are arranged to 
represent a musical stave, and in the stave are 
the notes of a French air which was popular in 
the XVIth century The first words arc inscnbcd 
Prendes sur moy, and the name of the famous 
Flemish musiaan, Okenghem, is added Else- 
where, on a httlc banner, bcUymg out hke a sail, 
we can easdy read isab, and below vt.t.a There 
are more “ mvenuons ” and “symboheal dfcor” in 
these panels than there are m a whole sideboard 
by GaUA 
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If wc look up at the vaulting \vc again find our- 
selves under the influence of her mysterious 
droughts. In a skein of tarnished gold on a 
background of dull blue, cyphers, stems and leaves 
of acandius or laurel, ribbons and knots twine and 
untwine, blend and separate so that they seem as 
confused as die roof of branches in a forest. Then 
litde by litdc wc begin to recognize symbols there, 
just as on a starry night wc distinguish the different 
constellations. Here is the a and die die 

beginning and the end of all things ; here arc 
the stacks of cards in Lotio^ symbols of that chance 
which rules human destinies ; here is a triangular 
candelabra with only one light left burning, 
which recalls, with its letters U.T.S. the device 
chosen by die Marchioness in diosc sombre hours 
when dicre remained to her nothing but hope — 
unum in tenebiis suffiett i here is the musical stave 
with die strange clefs and the mysterious notes 
which no one has ever been able to decipher, and 
of which the Marchioness was so fond that she had 
It reproduced in pearls on her dresses. Here, 
finally, the XXVII which proclaims the defeated 
sects, viNTE SETTE, and everywhere, in every 
kind of form, the device which dominated die 
whole life she led here : nec spe, nec metu . . . 
NEC SPE, NEC METU. . . . We are indeed in die 
home of Isabella d’Este. 

But where shall our pictures go 1 Were diey 
ever here Yriarte thought so : he even worked 
out a plan for reconsdtudng the Paradiso, widi 
an imaginary replacement of all its works of art. 
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But the panels of these camerini, now filled with 
worthless dccorauon', were obsiousl) nlw-ajs too 
small to take our painungs They ne\cr did contain 
them Our Mantegnas would look \crj well here, 
in her home, but they would not be in their own 
So we must find some other asylum for them 
Let us retrace our steps through the labjnnth 
of the Rcggia and make for the Marchioness’ 
third suite, which was not one in which she liscd 
but which she used for receptions and for her 
collecuon Let us search for what miglit lia\c 
been her museum One set of rooms succeeds 
another, the corridors stretch out interminably 
in the darkness, tliough they are sometimes cut 
by a bay open to the sun and the wind A foot- 
step on the flagstones awakens far-avsay echoes 
high up m tlie snulting, which soon go laaily to 
sleep again it is only a false alarm, life will never 
again return to animate this gigantic skeleton of 
bnck and stone We arc on the point of avking 
ourselves what giants built these walls v hen sud- 
denly we are obliged to lower our heads and 
crouch in order to pass into a suite of Lilliputian 
rooms What can this be f A gaol with a 

refinement of torture for pnsoners whom it was 
desired to humble ? No, it is too ornate, too 
elegant for such a purpose Tlien we remem- 
ber tlie words in a letter of this penod in which 
Isabella’s diversions are described “ Then Morgan- 
two and Delta came in They danced and jumped 
about together and perjormed strange antics vtth 
their tmy bodies ” We arc in the home of the 
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dwarfs ! Here was housed that race which was 
so carefully preserved at the Mantuan Court, and 
from which presents for foreign princesses were 
chosen, just as princes were given presents of 
horses specially selected from the stud. 

I promised Mme Rende four years ago [wrote Isabella], to 
send her the first daughter born to my dwarfs The putUna is 
now two and will unquestionably remain a dwarf, though one 
cannot hope that she will be as small as my Delia. The child 
can now walk alone without assistance, if the Duchess still wants 
to have her. 

This, then, was tlie little suite which had been 
constructed to suit their height. Being of no 
use to anyone, it has been respected by every 
invader. It is the one thing in the vast palace 
which is intact, . . . But we cannot hang our 
pictures here. And so we must continue our 
search, rather obsessed now by the droll vision 
of these artificial beings and by tlie queerly 
solemn sound of the words : “ Then Morgantino 
and Delia came in, . . 

At last, on the ground floor, we come upon a 
courtyard full of shrubs and enriched by a little 
marble temple. This is known as the Cour des 
Quatre Platanes, A wide gallery runs all along 
this neglected garden and opening on to the 
gallery is a suite of rooms in which the Austrians 
installed their Scalcheria (chancellor’s o.ffice) during 
their occupation. At the end of these rooms we 
find an open courtyard, a ruined Cortile, with its 
paving stones uprooted and replaced by grass, 
the friezes destroyed, holes in the wall which must 
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once have been niches for statues, and where a 
few remains of mosaic are still shining If we 
look carefully we iviU eventually be able to pick 
out, round the fneze which has been worn away 
by the wind, baked by the sun, blackened by the 
ram, pulled to bits by lizards and broken through 
everywhere, the letters malong up these words 
at the beginnmg Isabella estensis and at 
the end fecit a partu virginis mdxxii 
We have amved at last 1 This, in very truth, is 
the place of which the poet Toscana wrote 

The place which the world calls the Grgtta 

Hides in Its nch bosom 

All that IS most pteaous m lovely Italy j 

The Magnanimous Isabella tTEstc 

Built It and decorated it wonderfully 

Frve rooms it his, and of these tsvo 

Arc desuned to harbour works of are 

This time, without any possible doubt whatever, 
we are on the ground and beneath the sky where 
our Louvre pictures spent their youth Here are 
the two rooms described by Toscana, Here, on 
the nght of the window, was the Incoronazsone 
or Court of Isabella iTEste, by Lorenzo Costa, the 
Lotta di Amorim e di Nitife by Perugino here 
was the Parnassus by Mantegna, which was also 
known as Venere con Vulcano ed Otfeo , here svas 
the Virtu che scacma i Vtzst, by Mantegna, and 
finally, perhaps here, certainly near here, and 
assuredly m the same palace, were Correggio’s 
AnUope and Titian’s Entombment < 
r According to the faventory of i Auwit 1 54s drawn up by Odoardo 
Stmm, notary Cf. A, Pttneolo Guilt Jtl Ptiatxjt Dtctlt Mantora 
1908 
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If, in places where souls once lived strenuously, 
something of their faces could remain, and if 
our memory of them could materiahze them for us, 
as a sunbeam hghts up the minute particles of 
matter suspended in air, we would perhaps see 
appearing here the round head of Baldassare 
Castiglione from the Louvre, the thin, bony head 
of Machiavelli from the Bargello, the bald skull 
and floating beard of Pietro Bembo, the receding 
forehead of Ariosto, the round face of Niccolo da 
Correggio, the solemn cranium of Titian, the divine 
profile of Leonardo, the secretive muzzle of Ludovic 
the Moor, the protruding jaw of Charles-Quint. 
Everyone who loved, everyone who suffered, 
everyone at the threshold of the XVIth century 
who foresaw a more complex life or desired a better 
humanity passed by here, pondered before the 
pictures which we now see in the Louvre, and 
looked at our dancing Muses, our dreaming Apollo, 
our httle Cupids tumbhng about on dragonflies’ 
wings, our philosophers conversing, our Minerva 
fighting with the Vices or with Venus. For these 
sketches of the ideal life once brightened the ruins 
which we see to-day. 

We could hang tiiem here, then, in imagination, 
but what sort of hfe would be theirs ? They 
would be isolated, expatriated, lost. In Isabella 
d’Este’s time these rooms were filled to -overflowing 
with marbles, bronzes, cameos, crystals and rare 
books, almost aU of them mythological. Every- 
thing was m terms of the gods. The very flag- 
stones of the Corttle, made of coloured tiles, were 
244 



Isabella tTEsU and her Allegories tn the Louvre 


little symbolical pictures Sometimes one set one’s 
foot on a pattern of torches, suggesting the tower 
of Babel, ivith the mysterious inscription amomoc, 
which intimates of the d’Este household knew to 
mean amomos or tmmaculata , sometimes on an 
iron gauntlet surrounded with the motto buenaje 
non es mudable , sometimes on the wick of a lighted 
torch ivith a dove and the motto vrat amour ne 
se change , sometimes on a blazing sun darting his 
rays in all directions, with the motto per un dextr 
People were handling editions newly printed 
by Aldo Manuzio, and fingenng articles of ivory, 
marble, wood and crystal — everything that it was 
a treat to touch We ha\e returned, it is true, to 
the right place, geographically speaking, but its 
sesthctic surroundings have disappeared When 
we glance at the walls of the Scatehena, it is in 
vain that we look for the manuscripts which 
dehghted Anosto or Bembo and when we feel 
with our feet for the famous tiled pavimento, cosered 
with the Gonzaga devices, we find only trefoil 
It IB the Boulevard Haussmann over again ' 

But patience ! Chance, which amuses itself in 
constructing as well as in destroying, has gradually 
reassembled the best of the wreckage of Isabella’s 
coUecuon and brought it by degrees to port in the 
Louvre. The mythological paintings by Man- 
tegna, Pesugino and CJosta, bought by Cardinal 

» At the Hdtd Edoturd Andr^ now the Jit^ucmart Andri Maicotn 

A restoration of tim CtrtlU wm attempted a Irale whDc ago, bot bowtref 
exact the re eom tnictwo maj hare been it could not replace tbe objects 
seen and touched bj InbcUa d Este and now Inerocabl/ lost. 
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Richelieu soon after the sack of Mantua, which 
they escaped, and brought to the castle of Plessis, 
came thence to the Louvre. In 1797 the Madonna 
of Victory^ taken by the troops from the chapel of 
Via San Simone, came to join them. The persons 
who surrounded the great Marchioness and who 
formed part of her “ collection of souls ” are also 
near by. The portrait of her friend Baldassare 
Castighone, by Raphael, is in the Salon Carrd, in 
place of tlie Gioconda^ That of her son Federico, 
by Titian, is not far away, and is busy looking at 
a beautiful lady betv^een two mirrors. What is 
presumed to be a portrait of one of her admirers, 
the beautiful Lucrezia Crivelh, tlie mistress of 
Ludovic the Moor, is in tlie Salle du Bord de 
lEau under the pseudonym of Belle Fenonniere. 
The bust of her sister, Beatrice d’Este, by Cristo- 
foro Romano, is on tlie ground floor, also in a 
room on the river side, and is marked “ by Michael 
Angelo.” Finally here she is herself, in this Paris 
which she so longed to see and in this very Louvre 
of which she had heard so much, breathing that 
air of sociability without which, it seems, she could 
not live. The second life which a portrait gives 
its model is sometimes the life of which that model 
dreamed. . . . 

* Now restored to the Louvre. — ^Translator’s Note. 
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THE MADONNA OF VICTORY 
IN THE LOUVRE 



Authentic portrait m this picture : — 

Gian Francesco Gonzaga, fourth Marquis of Mantua, Captain- 
General of the Armies of the Venetian Government, represented 
at the age of twenty-nine, on his knees and in armour. 

Presumed portrait in this picture * — 

Osanna dei Andreasi, known as La Bcata Oianna^ a Dominican 
nun and a relation of the Gonzaga, who died m 1 505 and was beati- 
fied by Leo X in 1515 , represented as Saint Elizabeth, kneeling 

Other authentic portraits of tlie Marquis Gian Francesco 
Gonzaga — 

1st. By Mantegna, at the age of seven , the little boy, standing, 
wearing dull purple with white shoulder knots and parti-coloured 
hose, red and white and blue, in the fresco The CardhiaVs Return^ 
representing Ludovic Gonzaga and his sons and grandsons, m 
the Sala degli Sposi, in the Gastello Vccchio, in Mantua. 

2nd By Spcrandio di Bartolomeo dc’ Savelli, at the age of 
twenty-nine, a bronze medal struck at the same time as the 
picture The Madonna of Victory was painted Bust, m left profile, 
with a little cap and a cuirass , inscription Franctscus Gonzaga 
Mantua:^ marchto ac, veneti excrc imp On the reverse, the 
same figure, on horseback, with the inscription oh resiitutam 
Italia: lihertatem — Opus Sperandci 

3rd By Bartolomeo Melioli As a younger man Bronze 
medal Bust in right profile, wearing a little cap and a cuirass 
and with his hair long Inscription * D Franciscus Gon D Fred 
111 M Mantua: F Spes Pub Salus Q P redivi On the 
reverse, a woman, witli her right hand resting on a spear and 
her left hand holding a muzzle on which is the inscription 
cautius At her feet water and fire. Inscription jldolescentia: 
Augusta: meliolus dicavit 

4th By Ruberto Young A medal, possibly dating from 
1484 Bust m left profile, with a cap and armour, and the in- 
scription Franciscus Marchio Mantua: III On the reverse, 
Roman cavalry in battle with the inscription Faveat fortis — 
epo — 10 Fr ruherto opus 

5th By Talpa, at about twenty-nine years of age, a bust in 
left profile, bearded, long-haired, wearing a square cap In- 
scription Franciscus Gon Man Mar. Ill On the reverse, 
Curtius hurling himself into the abyss, with the inscription . 
universts Italia: liber atori Bartolus Talpa 

6th By an unknown hand, when about thirty Large bust 
in clay, the head bare and the hair long, with a richly chased 
cuirass on which appear the eagle of the Empire, a figure holding 
a temple with the inscription fant Templum and the crogiolo or 
allegorical crucible In the Museo Patrio in Mantua 

7th By Bonsignon Half-length oil painting, wearing a 
cuirass, with the head bare and carrying a general’s baton (Bres- 
sanelli Collection, in Mantua ) 

8th The bronze equestrian statuette attributed to Sperandio. 
(In the Louvre) 
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1 

THE LEAGUE 

I N MANTUA there was once a poor Jesv 
— by which is meant a Jew who was nch 
but whom nobody hked — and that is the 
extreme of poverty His name was Damele Norsa 
He was a banker, and was doing very tvell in his 
business. On this particular occasion — it was in 
the year 1495 — he had taken a fancy to a house 
situated at the beginning of the Via San Simone 
(now the Via Domenico FcmelU) in the northern 
part of the town not far from die marshes which 
have since been drained and made into a square — 
the Piazza Virgihana There was, however, one 
definite objection to the house being occupied by 
a Jew on the wall there was an ancient fresco of a 
Madonna, and the customs of the times did not 
authorize such promiscuity for the Blessed Virgin 1 
So our fnend took precautions he obtained per- 
mission from the bishop, on payment of a certam 
sum, to have the Madonna removed — which was a 
wise thing to do buthaving paid, he thought himself 
immune from all danger — which was not so wise 1 
One fine day in May, on Ascension Eve, people 
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passing his house in a procession noticed that on 
the wall, in place of the Madonna, there were some 
very unedifying drawings and a most profane 
inscription which certain evil-minded persons had 
just chalked up. Nobody doubted that this was 
the Jew’s work. 

The crowd shouted “ Sacrilege ! Sacrilege ! ” 
and everything else that one can imagine such a 
crowd shouting. 

The procession halted and a shower of stones 
rattled against the banker’s windows. For a 
moment the house was in danger of being sacked 
by the throng of the Faitliful, all, no doubt, ani- 
mated by a generous impulse to avenge their 
Madonna and also, possibly, by the hope of getting 
rid of an importunate creditor. At any rate, he 
was only saved by the arrival of the police. 

This episode made a great stir in the town. 
There were but few distractions in Mantua at 
the end of the XV th century, and such stories 
were not forgotten until every possible criticism 
and recrimination had been made. At the moment 
the State was without its ruler, the Marquis 
Gonzaga, who was in Lombardy busy assembling 
the troops of the League against the French. The 
town was being governed by Isabella d’Este, and 
no one yet knew how this young woman of twenty- 
one would lead her people. So couriers were sent 
to the Marquis to tell him of the affair, together 
with the pleas of all the parties concerned, including 
that of Daniele Norsa. With distance as a help, 
this medley of statements was so exaggerated 
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that the affair would have Eccmcd hke a httle 
revolution if the Marchioness had not been careful 
Wounded to the quick because, although she was 
Regent, her existence had been ignored, she cut 
short all these intngues by writing to her husband 
as follows on 30 June 1495 

Those who have invented all tha wicked gossip evince so 
much malevolence that they have not scrupled to daturb your 
peace of mind vrhne you arc occupied with the safety of Italy, 
which they certainly ought not to have done, even u they had 
no consideration for my honour or for that of my advHcri. I 
beg Your Excellency to let your mmd be at case and pvc your 
entire attention to your miliary enteipnsc, for I, with the assist 
ance of the excellent lords and magtstntes available here, will 
manage the affairs of Sme m such a way that you will suffer no 
mjury and that the best that ts possible will be done for )'our 
subjects. And if anyone, other by letter or m person, mentions 
disorders which I have not told you about, you can be inite sure 
that it ts a be, for seeing that I gire audience, not only to the 
officials, but to any of your subjects who wish to speak to me when 
ever they choose, no trouble can come about without my hearing 
of It. 

The military enterpme ” mentioned above 
was certainly worth anyone’s “ entire attention ” 
It was the most important which had been 
attempted in Italy for tuo centunes, and a long 
time was to pass before another such was to be 
seen On the previous 3151 March a League 
had been formed at Venice between the three most 
powerful States m Italy — Rome, Venice and Milan 
— assisted by the King of the Romans (Maxi- 
milian) and the King of Spam and soon joined 
by most of the smaller States — with the object 
of exterminating the French In diplomatic lan- 
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guage this was called “ defending Christianity 
against the Turk ” ; but in this case the Turk was 
Charles VIII, then at Naples with the whole of 
his army and very much embarrassed by his 
conquest. So unbearable were the French that 
they had succeeded in reconciling all the States of 
Italy with one another in order to get rid of them — 
a thing which had seemed impossible. Each of 
the Confederate States had undertaken to supply 
eight thousand horsemen and four thousand foot- 
soldiers, or their equivalent in money, for the 
liberation of Italian territory. These figures, 
naturally, were not reached, but the first troops 
of the League to be assembled numbered at least 
twenty-five thousand men, of which four-fifths were 
actually supplied by Venice. 

For these forces, which would be increasing m 
numbers daily, a leader was required. The Vene- 
tian Government chose young Francesco Gonzaga, 
Marquis of Mantua, a man well versed in skill- 
at-arms and in the craft of war, beloved by his 
troops, and the only man, moreover, who was 
capable of holding in check the terrible irregular 
cavalry enhsted by the Republic and known as 
Stradiots. It was a great day in Mantua, there- 
fore, when news came that the Most Serene 
Republic officially confirmed the appointment of 
the Marquis Gonzaga as Supreme Leader of the 
Confederates. It meant glory, alliances, and profit 
into the bargain, for the emoluments of a “ Governor 
of the Camp ” and a Captain-General,’’ as he 
became later, were considerable ; there was always 
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a chance of plunder, moreover, and all this would 
come back to the httle State m the form of donations, 
sumptuary expenses, pensions and so on We 
can imagme, then, with what glad eyes and hearts 
the Mantuans followed their chief in the con- 
dottiere war in which he was engaged 

In this land of war, there were many victones 
but few battles. Triumphal arches erected tvith 
marvellous taste on the return of the combatants, 
Te Deums sung, medals with laurel wreaths and 
laudatory Latin msenpaons struck — ^wc find all 
this at every step we take in the history of these 
times. But for two armies to attack, to come to 
close quarters and grapple with each other until 
one of them had left lo or to per cent, of its 
effectivet on the field — that was a barbarous 
spectacle which seldom spoilt an Itahan landscape 
in the XVth or XVIth centunes. It was, inde^, 
an extraordinary thing that m a country where 
people would kill each other so readdy m time of 
peace, they were so chary of domg so in nme of 
war and mothers, m fact, were only easy in their 
rmnds about the fate of their sons when the latter 
were at the front 1 Everyone started off with his 
head full of feroaous thoughts, but it would seem 
that the open air, the sight of fields and woods, 
the tides over the dewy grass m the mormng, and 
nature m full bloom— everything, m fact, that 
one sees in the middle distance of Paolo Uccello’s 
Battles or Benoazo Gozzoh’s tnumphant marches 
— softened the hearts of these fierce but sensitive- 
nunded men, as htUe capable of curbing a sudden 
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resentment in their private quarrels as they were of 
prolonging one amongst the hardships of a campaign 
and in full sight of danger. . . . 

They would challenge each other, skirmish, do 
a little marauding and play scartino, and they 
would draw their arrears of pay, which was always 
slow in coming in, from the inhabitants of the 
district. Sometimes one of these skirmishes would 
degenerate, no one could quite say why, into a 
general uproar, resulting in some hours of gesticu- 
lation, dust and noise. But when evening came 
everyone would return to his own lines by torch- 
light and the leaders of tlie two opposing sides 
would meet with mutual congratulations at having 
extracted themselves from the fray without aca- 
dent. Nothing more serious than this ever 
happened unless the troops chanced to scent out 
some rich booty in the adversary’s camp, or unless 
they found themselves up against foreigners, such 
as the French or the Swiss, who, for lack of know- 
ledge of the rules of the game, would push straight 
ahead kilhng people at random. 

This was precisely what the army of the League 
had to fear in this summer of 1495. As it was 
assembling round Parma under Gonzaga’s orders, 
news came that the French, having left Naples 
on 20th May and having resolved to return to 
France, were approaching through the- mountains. 
They were coming slowly, but they were certainly 
coming. They had been seen at Lucca on 
24th June and at Pontremoli on 29th : they had 
already crossed the Cisa pass and were coming 
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down into the plain The head of their advanced 
guard, under Marshal de Gyd, was already appear- 
ing on the slopes which overlook Fomovo at the 
head of the Taro valley It was an extraordinary 
decision on their part, for although the whole 
Itahan army was in position there to oppose their 
passage, this was the last road W which anyone 
had expected them to come, Tme Itahans had 
estabhshed themselves where they were in order 
to mdicatc to the French that they were not to 
come that way and were not to invade Parma or 
Milan — but certainly with no idea of fighting a 
battle with them. Charles VIII, so the Itahans 
thought, would select the easiest route for his 
return march to France, that u to say via Genoa 
and the coast. But smee he elected to rush upon 
the obstacle, it became necessary to oppose him and 
to draw swords to do so— whidt could not but be 
ns^ and cause the League a great deal of anxiety 
The French, no doubt, were not in great strength, 
nine thousand at the outside, and not all of those 
fit to fight — for they had whittled down then- 
army m the course of their march by leavmg 
garnsons bchmd m all the fortified places. This 
total was nothing very much besides the thirty 
thousand men and more who now composed the 
army of the League — and there were reinforce- 
ments coming in daily “ The Barbanans,” more- 
over, were handicapped by an enormous baggage 
tram and by a whole population of non-combatants 
— mule-dnvers, grooms, sutlers and hangers-on 
of both sexes — ^which they were bnngmg in their 
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wake. But they were sturdy troops. Their 
knights were wont to charge recklessly ; their 
Swiss were not in the habit of yielding ground ; 
their Scotch archers, tliough not numerous, were 
formidable, and the harp-like twang of their 
bows when loosed was enough to make anyone 
tremble ! Finally, their artillery, which was the 
finest in the world, not even excepting that of 
tlie Duke of Ferrara, sowed terror. It was said 
that after their culverins had been fired, it was 
quite a common thing to see tliem reloaded during 
the same battle and fired again and even several 
times more before the end of the day — ^which, 
in the XVth century, amounted to sorcery. The 
very fact that the French were in small numbers 
succeeded in causing the Italians anxiety, for the 
latter thought that if so great a numerical inferiority 
did not prevent them from marching straight into 
danger, then they must have insured themselves 
against every eventuality by means of some pact 
with the Devil. 

So the Mantuans made vows to all the Saints 
in Paradise, and especially to the military ones. 
Saint George and the Archangel Michael, and to 
the patron saints of their city Saint Andrew and 
Saint Longinus and sent many relics to the com- 
batants. There was at that time in a monastery 
in Mantua a nun named Osanna del Andrasi, a 
relation and friend of the Gonzaga, a woman of 
great virtue and wise counsel, something of a 
sorceress, and reputed to have the ear of the 
saints. She set herself to pray, night and day, 
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for the safety of the condotttere and her pr^ers 
were particularly addressed to the Virgin Tfius 
we can understand the agitation of the crowd when 
the Jew Norsa was suspected of having insulted 
the Madonna For this was certainly not the 
moment to start brawhng with Heaven 1 
The French, for their part, had not much more 
confidence Up tiU then their Itahan campaign 
had been httle more than a mihtary promenade 
They had had ample warning that all the powers in 
Italy had now nsen and united agamst them, but 
they scarcely beheved it. The thing was so 
unlikely, m fact, that their own ambassador in 
Venice, the Lord d’Argenton (Phihppe de Com- 
mynes) had seen it happen before his eyes without 
admitting it to be possible, and had flung his hat 
on the ground in fury when he was told of it 
But when the French army came down the last 
slopes of the Apenmnes towards Fornovo and 
suddenly saw the whole plam white with the 
tents and pavihons of the Confederates, it began 
to suspect that the return march would not be 
nearly so easy as the outward one had been The 
valley into which they were debouching, the 
Val di Taro, was very narrow, less than a mile 
across their opponents were blocking it com- 
pletely five miles lower dotvn (except on the left 
bank of the Taro, which was easily commanded 
from the nght bank) and there was no other access 
to the plam To break through this barrier, 
which now consisted of forty thousand men, they 
had only tune thousand fit to fight They arrived 
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worn out after a march over the mountains in 
terrific heat, and half dead with hunger, for they 
had been short of supplies ever since tliey entered 
Lunigiana. The Swiss, in particular, were ex- 
hausted. As a point of honour they had been 
reluctant to abandon tlicir heavy artillery, con- 
sisting of fourteen big culvenns, which no draught 
animal could pull over the mountains. So they 
had harnessed themselves to the guns, several 
hundred men to each, had hauled them up to die 
summits and lowered diem down the far slopes 
without damaging a single one of them, an exploit 
which die Veigier d^honneur distinguishes as 
“ fearful trouble, marvellous work and excessive 
weariness, having regard to the mediod of pro- 
cedure, the strangeness of die place, and the 
great and terrible heat which prevailed at die 
time. . . .” 

Honour was saved, but hunger was insistent : 
moreover, a storm was brewing, and die atmosphere 
was oppressive. Everyone was very ill at ease. 
It was useless to think of taking some other route. 
To go via Tor ton a would have been more dan- 
gerous still, to go back would have been a dis- 
grace, and in die rear, moreover, diere was nothing 
to eat. In front of them they could sec the rich 
expanse of Lombardy, die granary of Europe, 
where they could replenish their supplies. There 
was a vague idea of negotiating. If die Italians had 
been willing to allow the King to pass and to give 
him, on payment, bread and forage, he would 
forthwith have regarded his laurels as useless and 
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superfluous vegetables I Thus of the two armies 
confronting each other, one would have been 
glad not to have to defend itself and the other 
equally glad not to have to attacL 

Once touch was gained, however, the situation 
changed The first skimmshes between outposts 
went m favour of die Italians and gave them 
courage. Among his hght cavalry the Marquis 
Gonzaga had some half-savage troops rcsembbng 
Cossacks recruited by Venice in Dalmatia and 
Albania, and known ns SiradioSs They were 
excellent horsemen, dating as foragers, great at 
cutting off heads, prepared to sleep on the bare 
ground, requiring very little to cat except for 
their horses, of which they took great care, and 
always ready to shout abuse at the enemy As 
soon as the Marquis knew that the first French 
troops had come dow n to the village of Fomovo at 
the foot of the mountains, he launched his Slradiots 
against them The Stradiots swallowed them up 
at a mouthful, so to speak, and came back wnth 
French or Swiss heads on the points of their lances 
This brought them considerable profit, for these 
heads were paid for by the Venetian Treasurer like 
so many head of game, according to a recognized 
tariff of one ducat or 8 francs 50 centimes per 
head, which would be equivalent to 45 or 50 
francs nowadays [1913] , it also brought them 
great honour, for this was the first success regis- 
tered against the mvader 
We can scarcely realize how exhdarated the 
army, and Mantua with it, was with this Isabella 
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d’Este complimented her husband on it, on 2nd 
July, in these terms : 

Now that I have heard of your success over tlic enemy I must 
not lose a moment m congratulating you on it and I hope God 
will grant you further victories I thank you more than I can 
say for your letter and I beg you to take care of yourself, for I 
am always uneasy when I think that you are on campaign, 
although I know that you have alwaj's been ambitious to be 
there I commend myself to Your Highness a thousand and 
one times From her who loves you and is longing to see Your 
Highness Isabella — manu propria. 

And to take better care of him than he was 
hkely to take of himself, she sent him by die next 
courier an Agnus Dei, set in a little gold cross, 
recommending him to hang it round his neck 
“ with the thought and belief,” she said, “ that 
Your Highness, by the virtue of die Cross and 
the wood which is contained in it, as well as by 
the devotion which you bear towards the Blessed 
Virgin, will be preserved safe and sound. . . 
And she made all the clergy of her capital offer 
up prayers for her husband. 

Meanwhile courier after courier came along die 
road to Mantua, bringing more and more glorious 
news. Gonzaga, indeed, had never been appre- 
hensive. On 2ist June, writing to Isabella d’Este, 
he had described his army as “ the finest and most 
powerful which has been seen in Italy for a very long 
time,” and as “ good enough, not only to resist 
the French, but to exterminate them for ever.” 
But after the first raids by his Stradiots he was wild 

^ " Questo solo exercito non solamente sara sufficiente a resistare aUi 
franzosi ma ad exterminarli perpetuamente.” 
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ith joy On 2 nd July he again wrote to his 
nfe “ lllustrtssma conjux amantissma The 
Qcmy IS so fnghtened, that it is incredible 1 ” 
le told her, too, that her brother’s Alfonso d’Este’s 
■oops had arrived that morning, and he adds 

For that reason we charge you to keep calm 
nd sleep peacefully, in the strong bchef that Our 
xird God will grant us a glorious victory in this 
nterpnse, on vhicli depends the public safety of 
11 It^y ” and he boldly subscribes his letter 
s wntten from the victorious army, as though the 
natter were already accomplished Ex castns 
nctnaius sancUssme et serentsttme Ltge in volte 
^aro prope Glarolam 

And die army might, indeed, have been vic- 
onous, if It had manceuvred a little The French 
vere coming down the mountain-side in small 
larnes, their advanced guard thirty kilometres 
head of the King, and the remainder spread out 
n an interminable column, which jolted along, 
ip hdl and down according to the he of the ground, 
nd was hampered by precipices, worn out and 
idiaustcd For three days Marshal de Gyd, who 
lad arrived first at Fomovo, was alone there ivith 
10 more than one hundred and sixty knights and 
ight hundred Swiss with whicli to confront the 
vholc Itahan army “ in the open " as the saying 
s But though the French had made this big 
nistake, the Itahans made the even greater one 
if not attacking them Each side, in fact, was 
s stupid as it could be, no doubt in order that 
deaven and the Saints, whom both of them were 
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invoking, should have all the honour of the affair. 
The forty thousand men of the League watched the 
French' forces gradually descending, with no more 
interest than they watched the Taro flow by, and 
allowed them to concentrate comfortably at For- 
novo, replenish themselves and draw up in battle 
array according to the elegant usage of the period : 
advanced guard, “ battle troops,” rearguard. The 
Itahans might have been the audience at a tlieatre 
with nothing to do on the stage and no intention 
of appearing on it. Moreover, in view of the 
small number of Charles VI IPs soldiers, they now 
regarded themselves as being certain of success ; 
and knowing that he had a rich baggage train 
behind him, their greatest fear was tliat he would 
not bring tlie whole of it into the trap into which 
he was so stupidly throwing himself. They were 
much afraid that if tliey attacked the French 
army before it was entirely in their hands, tliey 
would frighten die baggage tram, and diat diey 
would see all its wealth slipping away by the 
mountain padis, where diey would not be able to 
overtake it. They confined themselves, therefore, 
to making demonstradons with their Suadtots^ 
which alarmed the Swiss. The French retorted 
by firing their falconets, which alarmed the Stradjots, 
And after this mutual exhibition of “frightfulness” 
they thought that the time had come to parley. 

It was Charles VIII who began. On 3rd July 
the Marquis Gonzaga wrote to Isabella d’Este : — 

La%t night the King of France sent a herald to me who, in 
the name of His Majesty, asked for a free passage and supplies, 
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on payment, as he wished to pass through as a friend (ctm* amu*) 
To this request we made no reply as we intended to confer lint 
of ail ssith the Most lUustnous Venetian Government. 

Venice was a long way ofF and here one 
realizes all the difiiculoes of the condotttere, who 
was only a mihtary commander in the pay of 
a pohucal power, when he found himself dealing 
with a man who was both a general and a pohucal 
leader The chances were not even Charles VIII 
could both fight and negoUate, whereas Gonzaga 
could only fight. And in spite of his confidence 
of success, he did not dare to do so, whatever the 
arcumstances, because neither he nor anyone 
else knew for certain what Venice wanted the 
destrucUon of the French or an alliance with 
them, the protecUon of Milanese temtory or a 
combined mvasion of some other part of Italy 
If It had rested with him he might possibly have 
sought out the enemy on the other side of the 
Apennmes, instead of waiUng for him on the Taro, 
and attacked him in the defiles of the Magra, 
where he would casdy have crushed him But 
Vemce had strictly forbidden him to risk a single 
man on the other side of the Apennines. Further, 
the whole district round Parma was strongly 
French m sympathy, and the camp of the League 
was already thirteen kilometres from that aty If 
he moved it further on there would be the danger 
of the whole of Parma nsing m rebelhon behind 
him Thus pohucal considcrauons ued his hands 
as a soldier and made him seem a bad strategist 
whereas he was really simply an obedient agent 
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Disobedience, moreover, was quite impossible. 
Gonzaga had beside him two provcditors (a provc- 
ditor was a kind of Commissary General of the 
Republic, combining tlic offices of steward and 
treasurer), spies who watched his slightest move- 
ments very closely and reported them to their 
Government. Their names were Luca Pisani and 
Marco Trdvisan, and it was to them that the Lord 
d’Argenton (Philippe de Commynes), who knew 
them personally, addressed his overtures on behalf 
of the King of France, thus reaching over Gonzaga’s 
head to pull the strings required to make them take 
action. But it was very late to start negotiations. 
Italy had drawn her sword : not to make use of 
it would have been a disgrace. Venice had not 
said tliat the French should be exterminated — 
but neither had she said that tliey should be allowed 
to pass. And tins was a unique opportunity of 
ridding the peninsula of tliem. 

“ The enemy,” wrote Gonzaga to Isabella d’Estc 
on 3rd July, “ is at a place about eight miles from 
here. He must be in great need of supplies, in 
our opinion, for tlie district where he is is very 
barren, and he has already pillaged it and laid it 
waste. If he chooses to advance to where we 
now are, even if he had three times tlie strength 
he actually has, he cannot do so witliout the most 
obvious risk and probably rum to himself. To 
turn back would be botli dangerous and shameful ; 
and as to remaining stationary where he is, we do 
not think that he will be able to do tliat for long.” 

It was “ checkmate ” for the King. 
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THE BjCTTLE 

S o HE HIMSELF might have admitted, in 
fact, if he had been a king made of carved box- 
wood or ebony, and if the game of war was in all 
respects hkc the noble game of chess But he had no 
such idea. On the morning of 6th July, whidi was 
a Monday, after a night of thunder and hghtning 
so violent that it seemed, according to an eye-witness, 
“ that earth and sky would be split open, ’ Gonzaga 
saw the French in movement. They had left 
their camp at Fomovo, but instead of advanang 
to storm the entrenchments whicli he had thrown 
op at Giarola, they had crossed the Taro torrent 
by the Bemini ford and were making their way 
peacefully along the other side of the nver They 
were moving slowly and majestically, with colours 
flying, like people m a procession Their heads 
and their lances could be seen above the high 
grass bordering the nver 

First came the knights of Marshal de Gyd and 
of the famous Tnvulcc, Ludovic the Moor s 
mortal enemy, a superb troop with long lances, 
immense plumes and a swarm of squires in attend- 
ance , then the Swiss companies, three thousand 
picked men, flanked by Gascon cross-bowmen 
and die three hundred archers of the Guard, who 
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had dismounted, to take aim, if necessary, with the 
utmost accuracy ; then the light artillery — the 
falconets ; and finally the heavy pieces — the 
fourteen culverms which had been brought 
across the Apennines, at once the curse and the 
glory of the army. This was the advanced guard. 

Next, at some distance behind, came the followers 
of the Comte de Foix, of the great Bastard of 
Bourbon and of tlie King’s Household, then the 
King himself with what were known as the “ Gentils- 
hommes de vingt dcus,” and a certain number of 
foot soldiers : finally, again at some distance, 
appeared the knights of the Duke of Orleans, led 
by Robinet, Lord of Frammeselles, those of M. de 
Guise and of the Lord of TrdmoiUe, with the 
Scotch archers bringing up the rear. Parallel to 
and completely covered by this procession, the 
long baggage-column, with its drivers and grooms, 
was also trying to edge its way to the northwards 
by following the slopes which ran down to the 
Taro. The whole force was moving in the same 
direction as the Taro, that is, towards the village 
of Felegara and, further on, towards tliat of Mede- 
sano, with the object, apparently, of reaching tlie 
Plaisance road, as if no one was there to prevent 
it from doing so. Gonzaga realized that if he 
delayed any longer the enemy would escape 
him. It was already almost two o’clock in tlie 
afternoon. All the morning he had been amused 
by Commynes, who had sent herald after herald 
with fresh offers of peace. But it was now time 
to act ; and so, in spite of his uncle, Rodolfo 
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Gonzaga, -^ho put m a plea for the French, and 
one of the provcditors, who still hesitated to com- 
promise Vemce, he determined to attack. 

His strategy had been had, hut his tactics were 
good Discovenng without difficulty that the 
greater part of the French strength lay with their 
advanced guard and that this column, which ivas 
makmg its way along a narrow defile between hills 
where it could not deploy and a torrent which 
it could not cross, was incapable of wheehng round 
so that Its head could support its tail, he resolved 
to launch his best troops against the rearguard 
so as to strike at the enemy’s vseak spot wth his 
maximum strength, whilst a few hundred cavalry 
made a simultaneous demonstration attack against 
the advanced guard No plan could have been better 

To carry it out, he divided his first line troops 
mto two columns, one of which crossed the Taro 
well in front of the French advanced guard in 
order to wait for it and check it, and the other 
crossed well behind the French rearguard in 
order to pursue and overthrow it. The first 
column, wrach he entrusted to the Count de 
Caiazzo, the commander of the Duke of Milan’s 
force, the duchescht, consisted of six hundred 
cavalry and two thousand Swiss. They crossed 
the nver near the Italian camp by the Oppiano 
ford and took up a position facing the French, 
leaving behind them on the nght bank of the 
Taro, downstream from Oppiano, the fifth squadron, 
under the orders of Pian de Mehto and Galeazzo 
Pallavicmi, as a reserve to come to their assistance 

267 




Celebrities oj the Italian Renaissance 

in case of need. Gonzaga kept for himself the 
attack on tlie rearguard in which he knew that 
he would find the King. He moved up the Taro, 
therefore, with his uncle, Rodolfo Gonzaga, at 
the head of the first squadron, and three other 
Gonzagas, with Bernardino Fortebracci, at the 
head of the second squadron of knights, closely 
followed by his fifteen hundred Stradiots and, at 
some distance, by four thousand foot soldiers. He 
reached Fornovo, which the French had left 
that morning, crossed the torrent by the Bernini 
ford and advanced on the enemy, whose rear he 
could see a thousand yards off, moving haltingly 
along and stumbling on the pebbly ground of 
the foreshore, anxious only to go on its way in 
peace. On the right bank, upstream from Oppiano, 
he left a reserve consisting of his fifth squadron 
under the orders of Antonio de Montefeltro, a 
bastard son of the great condottiere, Montefeltro 
was to wait, facing tlie torrent, for Rodolfo Gonzaga, 
the Marquis’s uncle, to give him orders to move. 

The French, when they saw Gonzaga coming, 
separated into two bodies. Their advanced guard 
continued to advance down tlie Taro, while tlieir 
rearguard halted, turned to face the river, and 
waited. The King himself, warned of what was 
happening, ceased dubbing certain of his followers 
knights, which he had been amusing himself by 
doing for a moment or two, and turning his back 
" on his advanced guard retraced his steps to join 
the rearguard. Managing to push his way through 
the crowd of knights, thanks to his captains, who 
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made a gap for km by shouting “ Pass, Sire, pass 1 ” 
he advanced to the front, even gomg beyond ks 
own standard-bearer, and prepared to expose kmself 
to danger Charles VIII had been transformed 
by the occasion No one now recognized m him 
the puny, timid and irresolute young man of the 
Court and Council-chambet danger, destiny, 
duty, and perhaps also the fine proportions of his 
charger, Savoy, had suddenly put him on a pedestal 

N everthelcss Gonzaga continued to advance with 
ks troops m close formation, slowly on account 
of the big stones on the foreshore wkch, made 
even more slippery by the continuous rain, rolled 
from under the horses’ hoofs, and on account of 
the shrubs which abounded in the old bed of the 
torrent. When he was a hundred paces from 
the French, with all his household retainers round 
km and with ks two companies well in hand, 
trusting in the sturdiness of his mount and the 
justice of ks cause, and feeling at that moment the 
heart of all Italy beating m time with ks own — he 
gave the order to charge. The two companies 
broke mto a hand gallop, elbows pointed in rear 
as lances were lowered, and all that weighty, 
thundenng mass came down upon the French like 
a steel avalanche. 

Severe though the shock was, the French line 
did not give. The few knights who were on the 
spot, knowing that the King’s safety was at stake 
and with it the fortunes of France, held steadfasdy 
to their ground The Scotch archers, drawn up 
near them, fought with that sang-froid wkch had 
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made them so formidable all over Europe. The 
tv\'o sides became mixed up, and there was a 
hand-to-hand struggle for a moment or two. The 
French had not yielded ground, but their ranks 
had been half opened by the charge of the Mar- 
quis’s troops, and, on their right, on the side on 
which the hill was, that is, the S(t n(hotsh^(\ entirely 
outflanked them. Shouts were raised from behind 
Charles VIII’s camp, where his baggage was on 
Its way and where his tents had already been pro- 
visionally pitched. These shouts, heard above the 
clash of steel, the shrill notes of the trumpets and 
the reverberations of tlie thunder, announced the 
fact tliat tlic French flank had been turned. 

At that moment the Marquis really thought 
that the battle was won. A few paces away he 
saw the King of France, separated from the Italians 
only by a thin line of combatants, not well guarded 
and easily recognizable by his immense white 
and violet plumes, his violet and white surcoat 
decorated with “Jerusalem rosettes” flying loo'^e 
above his armour and by his black horse, which was 
curvetting m every direction. All the Mantuan 
nobles pressed towards this magnificent prize, 
which they looked upon as already theirs. Lances 
were already being pointed at him to dismount 
him when Mathieu de Bourbon, “ the great 
Bastard,” whom the King had but the very moment 
before appointed to be his “ brotlicr-in-arms,” 
flung himself in front of him and received die 
thrusts. He was thrown from his horse in the midst 
of the Italians, but he sprang up and, turning 
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about, collected a swarm of enemies round him 
In the end he was overcome, taken pnsoner and 
led off to the Italian camp But by this diversion 
he had saved his master 

At the same ume the King’s household troops, 
placed on his left, took the Mantuan cavalry in 
enfilade, penetrated it like a wedge, broke through 
It and, cutting it to pieces, tlirew it back on the 
Taro Gonzaga, tlius hard hit on his right flank 
and forced back with his troops in disorder, made 
superhuman efforts to maintain his line of battle 
Three times svas his horse felled bcneatli him , 
and three times, thanks to the detotion of his 
squires, did he mount a fresh one and charge. 

“Not since Hector of Troy,’’ wrote an eye- 
witness to Isabella d’Este, “ has any one man done 
more than he did I belies e he killed ten men 
single-handed, and I think that you must have 
prayed hard for him to come out of it alive,’’ 

Everywhere his square, white banner was to 
be seen fluttering above the waving plumes and 
beneath the forest of lances The struggle lasted 
for a quarter of an hour But very gradually 
his companies were thinned, his nobles were dis- 
mounted and the flower of his advanced guard was 
fallmg one by one. He had to think of with- 
drawing on his reserves and of bringing up fresh 
troops 

He looked round him \Vlicrc were his Stradtots ? 
They, at the first encounter, had outflanked the 
French along the hill and by so doing would have 
made victory certain, when, to their great joy 
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but unfortunately for the Confederates, they had 
caught sight of the baggage tram hearing the 
King’s treasures. They had killed eighty to a 
hundred or so of those drivers or servants who 
put up a resistance, had looted die baggage con- 
scientiously enough, and were now withdrawing 
by by-paths, concluding that die batde was over 
since they had captured the booty. . . . Where 
were the four thousand foot soldiers who were 
following behind ? They were still on the odier 
side of the torrent, either because diey could not 
get across — it was growing wider every minute — or 
because they were none too anxious to do so. . . . 
What was Montefeltro doing with his reserve ? 
Montefeltro was stamping about on the foreshore, 
on the other side of the Taro, waiting for the 
orders which ought to have been sent him by 
Rodolfo Gonzaga, but which Rodolfo Gonzaga 
had not sent him for die very good reason that he 
was dead, having been one of die first to fall in 
the charge against the French. 

Thus, although the greater part of this force 
was still intact, Gonzaga, with no one coming 
to lus assistance, saw himself forced to withdraw. 
His own troops were flying m every direction, 
some returning to Fornovo whence they came, 
others going the shortest way back to their camp, 
crossing the Taro by all the fords and ^ven taking 
their chances where there were none. In hot 
pursuit of them were the French nobles, who had 
left their King all alone in order to give chase to 
the fugitives. The ground was strewn with lances 
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throvm a-s\ay by those who wanted to fly the 
faster On every side valets could be seen hurry- 
ing up to dismounted knights and busily engaged 
in overpowering them by breakuig the vizors 
of thar helmets with little hatchets. Thus a 
quarter of an hour had been enough to turn the 
tables completely, and in the universal rout which 
he realized had begun Gonzaga, with no further 
hope in human succour, turned to the Madonna 
and vowed to erect a beautiful monument to her 
if he came out of the battle safe and sound 
He did come out of it, but in a dlbScle even greater 
than he had expected For things had gone no 
better at the other end of the field than at his own 
Caiazzo, with orders to break through, or at any 
rate hold, the French advanced guard had not 
been able to mduce his men to attack the enemy 
When his squadron found itself facing the fierce 
Swiss companies of Engelbert dc Qfeves and 
Marshal de Gyd’s knights, it had broken away from 
him as soon as it crossed lances with the foe, as 
though under the force of compressed air His 
reserve, massed on the other bank and held in 
leash by the Venetian ptoveditors, who did not 
want to nsk everything at one blow, had not 
stirred All this mob was now hurrying back 
to the camp at Giarola, and thousands were to 
be seen in flight on the Parma and Fomovo roads. 
Some of them went as far as Reggio, and the 
fugitives were spread out hke a fan on every road 
and in every direction Their fears were baseless 
No one was in pursuit of them not a Frenchman 
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dared cross the Taro, and Marshal Gy6’s corps 
remained immobile, like an army of statues, on 
the other bank. But those panics which are the 
least justifiable are the most difficult to check. And 
when Gonzaga got back to camp he found that 
the tents were already being packed up on the 
mules and that even the reserves were about to 
retreat. 

“ At that moment,” he wrote later on, “ we 
foresaw the ruin of the whole of Italy : and we 
tremble still when we think of it.” 

Fortunately someone who knew the French and 
realized their anxiety arrived at the right moment 
to reassure the Confederates. This was an Orsini, 
Count Pitighano, whom Charles VIII had captured 
at Nola and who was with him as a prisoner on 
parole. He had just broken away from his captors 
to rejoin his compatriots at full gallop, shouting 
out his own name, “ Pitigliano I Pitigliano ! ” 
so that he should be recognized, and he now im- 
plored them not to regard themselves as defeated 
but to put up a fight. Thanks to him Gonzaga 
was able to restore the moral of lus forces and 
check their retreat. Meanwhile, on ffie other 
hand, the Italians who were serving in Charles VIIFs 
army — ^Trivulce, Secco the Florentine and Camillo 
Vitelli — guessing that the Confederates were in 
a panic too, were begging the King, to cross the 
Taro and turn his success into a complete victory. 
Thus each side was being urged to action by 
those who knew the other side best. But if it 
be true that in war the bravest man is he who is 
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least afraid, then no one was the bravest that 
evening Neither ade could make up its mind 
to do anythmg The King slept in a farm between 
Felegara and Medesano Gonzaga passed the whole 
night almost opposite him, at Giarola. His army 
was very much reduced he had lost about three 
thousand men, of whom three hundred were 
knights, and among these latter were sixty Man- 
tuan nobles, indudmg his own uncle, Rodolfo 
Gonzaga, “ the Pillar of the Army,” Giovanni 
Mana Gonzaga and Guidone Gonzaga. It was 
the most bloody battle which had been seen in 
Italy for two hundred years And the runaways 
were more numerous still He remained up all 
night, however, reorgamzmg his effectives, main- 
taimng his positions and displaying the coolness 
and tenaaty of a real leader On the other side 
of the Taro hghts were burnmg and drums were 
beating The French were on the watch and 
had not disarmed 

The next day was taken up with conferences 
There was great rehef m the Itahan camp when a 
herald was seen crossmg the ford and when he 
announced that he brought a safe-conduct from 
the King to the Confederate leaders if they wished 
to reopen negotiations in an mterview Presently 
there appeared, above the high grass on the other 
side of the torrent, the heads of a httlc group of 
French lords from which, at last, after much coming 
and gomg on the part of the herald, the Lord 
d'Argenton, Phihppc dc Commynes, detached 
himself Gonzaga, Caiazzo and the two prove- 
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ditors received him on die foreshore at some dis- 
tance from the torrent, whose steadily mounting 
roar prevented what was said being heard, and 
innumerable politenesses were exchanged. There 
was much mutual congratulation on the courage 
displayed and leniency towards the prisoners 
was urged — an unnecessary attention, seeing that 
the Italians had only taken one of any consequence 
— the Bastard of Bourbon — and the French none 
at all, as they had killed every single one who had 
fallen into dieir hands ! The Marquis was very 
anxious to know whether the King would have 
had him killed if he had been taken prisoner in 
the battle. 

“ I told him ‘ No,’ ” says Commynes in his 
account of the battle, ‘‘ but that he would have 
been well treated.” 

Similar interviews continued until nightfall, and 
it was agreed to continue them next day, beginning 
in the morning. On the following day, which 
was Wednesday, 8th July, tlie Italians waited in 
vain for the shrewdest talker and chronicler of the 
age. He did not appear. At last, towards noon, 
seeing and hearing nothing from the direction 
of Medesano, some of them took the risk and went 
out to look round. But though they went a 
long way they found nothing. The French had 
decamped. ... 

Were the Italians victorious then ? The enemy, 
very luckily for them, was in flight, but in the 
direction of his avowed objective, and after having 
inflicted heavy losses on those who had attempted 
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to bar his way The Marquis was none too sure 
how he ought to christen the action He wrote 
to Isabella d^Estc 

Yestenhy % battle, as you wiU have heard from the messenger, 
was very hody contested and we have lost many of our men, 
among others Lord Rodolfo and Mejwrc Giovanni Mana, to- 
gether with a large number of our own company But it is 
certain that many more of the enemy were killed. What wc 
ourselves did personally a known to aa so that I need not spcalc 
of It here and I wfli only tell you that wc found ourselves in such 
a situation that only one might say, could have got la out 
of It. The chief cause of the confusion was the disobedience 
of the Stradt*tSi thought of nothing else but pillaging and of 

whom not a sinde one appeared when wc most had need of them. 
Thanks to Goo, wc and the army were savcxl, but many fled, 
though there was no one whatever in pursuit of them, and amongst 
these was the greater part of the foot soldiers of whom very few 
are now left. AU this has caused me the greatest gnef I have 
ever known, and if by any Hi-chance, our enemies Imd returned 
to the attack against us we would have been utterly des tro yed 
A few French nobles were taken prisoner by our troops, amongst 
others the Count de Pighano and M the Bastard of Bourbon 
The enemy moved off this morning and gained the hills m the 
direction of Borgo San Donmno and Plabance. Wc arc going 
to watch thar march and sec what wc can do next. If everyone 
had fought as we did, the victory would have been more complete 
and not a Frenchman would have escaped. 

This 18 not the letter of either a victor or a fool 
When he wrote it the Marquis Gonzaga was very 
doubtful of having won a great victory He 
learnt of it only from the letters, congratdations 
and enthusiastic praise which he received from 
Vemce, Mantua, Rome and the whole of Italy 
and by the honours which were bestowed upon 
him. With such powerful rulers as the Doge 
assuring him that he had dehvered Italy and givmg 
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him, with the title of Captain-General of the 
Armies of the Republic, a grant of 2,000 ducats 
a year and a pension of 1,000 ducats for Isabella 
d’Este, with the best poets of the day compedng 
to sing his praises and comparing him with Hannibal 
and Scipio, he ended by ranging himself on the 
side of public opinion. It was then that he 
ordered Sperandio to strike the famous medal 
which shows him in left profile, wearing a little 
cap and a cuirass ; and on the reverse, on horse- 
back as he was at Fornovo, in the midst of his 
knights and turning towards his squire, with the 
inscription : 

OB RESTITUTAM ITALIiE LIBERTATEM. 

From Talpa he ordered the medal whereon is 
shown Curtius hurhng himself into the abyss, 
with the inscription : 

UNiVERSiE ITALIiE LIBERATORI. 

He now acknowledged himself as a conqueror. 

But was he so, m fact ? Everytliing depends 
upon how one defines the word “ victory.” From 
the tactical point of view an army is victorious 
if it achieves the purpose which it sets out to 
achieve. Now the purpose of the French in 
this case was to pass through into Lombardy — 
and they did pass. The tactical victory was theirs, 
therefore, and history is justified in so deciding. 
But there are points of view other than the tactical 
one, and of these I, for my part, can perceive 
three, according to which one could give the 
victory to Italy. First of all, it must not be for- 
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gotten that in the XVth century the mercenary 
bands of which the armies were composed regarded 
pdlagc as the supreme object of war The real 
victory was a victory in which one could pdlage. 
Now at Fomovo, it was the French and not the 
Itahan camp which was pillaged The StradioU 
captured the King’s treasures, and when they were 
eventually forced to disgorge them m the Marqms’s 
tent marvellous booty was disclosed two standards, 
several pavnhons with their tapestnes, Charles VIII’s 
monon and State sword, his prayer-book, with a 
prayer in it in French which was said to have 
been Charlemagne’s, the royal seals in sohd gold, 
and the King’s most preaous rehes — his portable 
altar, a piece of the true Cross, a thorn from Jesus’ 
crown, a piece of the Blessed Virgm’s cloak, a 
bone of St. Denis, which he much revered and 
which was always on the altar when Mass was said — 
and finally with all these sacred things, one very 
profane one which he held in equal esteem — 
a notebook contaimng portraits of the courtesans 
who had pleased him m vanous Italian towns 
retract! dt danuselle del re This notebook, four 
tapestnes and the stump of a broken lance, were 
the Marquis’s share m all this booty They were 
spoils which were at once arusuc and royal, bnng- 
mg honour to his taste and to hts sword From 
the popular pomt of view, therefore, the Itahans 
were certainly the victors 

Then there is the “chivalrous” or “jousting” 
point of view To the kmghts, war was not so 
much a matter of operations and manceuvres as a 
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tournament, complicated, indeed, by captures and 
ransoms. Now in a tournament the man who 
went away, quitting the lists after an encounter 
and showing no inclination to expose himself to 
anotlier, was regarded as having been defeated. 
This was the case witli the French. On the day 
of die battle diey had proved themselves excellent 
fighters, but die next day had been less brilliant 
and die day after liad not been brilliant at all. 

“ And then we turned our backs on the enemy and 
took the road of safety, which is indeed a fearful 
diing for an army to do,” Commyncs admitted. 

They had struck their camp surreptitiously in 
the night after having heard Mass : and tlicir 
hasty withdrawal “ by hilly roads and woods,” ^ 
though it might not have been a rout was certainly 
more like a retreat dian an advance. They left 
in the hands of the Confederates not only dicir 
relics and their treasures, wordi 200,000 ducats, 
it was said, but also one of their most disdnguished 
knights, die Bastard of Bourbon. The latter, in 
his anxiety to be released, olTercd a ransom of 
10,000 scudi^ 4,000 of which he carried with him 
hidden in his saddle. The French, in short, had 
abandoned their position. The Italians, therefore, 
were justified in regarding dicmselvcs as having 
won a definite victory. 

Finally, in default of any odier, diey bad won one 
over themselves. For one instant they had for- 
gotten their own quarrels : diey were united. 
It had been but an instant, and even while it had 

* " Par chcmjTi bossu ct boys.” 
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lasted the union had not been perfect The 
rccnminanons which followed — from the Milanese 
against the Venetians, from the Venetians against 
the Duke of Milan, and many others as well — 
proved that only too dearly Nevertheless, on 
that 6 July 1495, amongst the thousands of Italians 
assembled in arms against the mvader, there were, 
doubtless, enough enthusiastic, ingenuous men of 
good will to provide, as a sketch in dumsy outline 
like a child’s attempt at drawing, against the dark 
background of the XV th century, a vague likeness 
of what their united country was one day to become 
During that one instant, three and a half centuncs 
in advance of her offiaal birth, Italy existed on the 
records of the European soaal state 



Ill 


THE rOTlFE OFFERING 

G onzaga issued from fornovo, 

then, with all the honours of war. He now had 
to pay his debts. On these one was to the 
Madonna, whose protecting hand had very evidently 
been held over him in the tnelie. Though he did 
not lead a very edifying hfe, he was devout : he 
had no intention, therefore, of repudiating his debt 
to the kindly Virgin, but he was already consider- 
ing how he could clear it without its costing him 
anything. Then he remembered Daniele Norsa, 
whose house had been attacked during the festival 
of Ascension because he had been thought guilty 
of impiety to the Madonna. It occurred to the 
Marquis that it would be pleasing to Heaven if 
he could so arrange matters that the fulfilment of 
his vow should be combined with the punishment 
of the miscreant. Having consulted his wife and 
his brother Sigismondo, the protonotary, on the 
subject, he decided that the monument should 
take the form of a large altar-piece to the glory of 
the Blessed Virgin, and that it should.be painted 
by Mantegna and paid for by the Jew. In it there 
should appear the triumphant Madonna with tire 
Marquis at her feet in batde armour, and all his 
family gathered round him. The price was fixed 
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at I to ducats, a little less than i,ooo francs in 
those days, but equal to between five and six 
thousand to-day (1913) Tins sum the Jew was to 
hand over forthwith, not, however, to the painter, 
who might have put it to bad uses, but to the 
protonotary, who undertook to supervise the work 

Everyone taxed his wits to make the ffitc more 
splendid, and a brother of the Eremitam maintamcd 
mat a votive ofi^enng of this kind should have a 
frame worthy of it, and suggested that a new 
church, or at least a chapel, which would be “ the 
Chapel of Victory,” ought to be budt to house 
the new picture. And what better site could there 
be on which to bmld it than on that of the house 
of the banker Norsa, the very man who had com- 
mitted the sacrilege ? Gonzaga thought this a 
very mgcnious idea. It satisfied many of his 
aspirations At one stroke he would pay his debt 
to the Blessed Virgm without any expense to 
himself, he would give pleasure to his old painter, 
and he would ennch his capital with a monument 
erected to the glory of Italy and the Church and 
to the confusion of the French and the Jews. 

Mantegna, although he was no longer young, 
set to work enthusiastically So did Bernardo 
Ghisolfo, the architect, with the result that before 
a year had passed everythmg was ready for the 
commemoration of the victory On 6 July 1496, 
the anmversary of the battle of the Taro, a pro- 
cession which was at once sstheUc and pious was 
to be seen wmdmg its way through Mantua, rccall- 
mg the ovation which Florence had formerly 
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given to Cimabue’s Madonna. In the street 
where Mantegna lived, facing the San Sebastiano 
Palace, a platform had been set up, on wliich 
was displayed to the gaping admiration of tlic 
crowd the picture which we now have in the 
Louvre, tlien freshly painted and showing all the 
brilliancy of its vivid colouring. Perched all round 
this stage children dressed as angels with wings on 
tlieir backs or as apostles were singing liymns. 

Then, when all the notabilities and clergy were 
assembled, the masterpiece was placed on a chariot 
and tlic procession started for the new church. 
It was a long way from Mantegna’s house, whicli 
was m die extreme south of the city, to the Via 
San Simone (now the Via Domenico Fcrnclli) 
where the Chapel of Victory had just been built, 
right at die nordi end of Mantua. The whole 
city had to be crossed. Everyone was present 
at the festival, except die hero himself, die Marquis 
Gonzaga, who was at that time busy again making 
war in die kingdom of Naples. But the Mar- 
chioness did not fail to give him an account of it. 

The figure of Our Lady [she wrote to him] which Andrea 
Mantegna has painted, was earned in procession from his house, 
last Friday, which was the 6th of this month, to the new cliapci 
of Santa Marta della Fittona, in commemoration of last year’s 
battle and of your own dazzling exploits, in the midst of a bigger 
crowd than I have ever seen in any procession m this city. My 
Confessor, Fra Pietro, gave us a fine discourse* at High Mass 
and pronounced words suitable to the occasion, entreating the 
glorious Virgin Mary to protect Your Excellency from all ill 
and bring you back victorious to your home In my present 
state of health [her second daughter was soon to be born] I was 
unable to follow the procession on foot, but I went to tlie Borgo 
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to see It pass and I returned to the Gastello by way of the new 
which B very ornate. The streets were filled with 
people. * 

what the Marchioness dtd not say was that the 
inhabitants were already honouring this Madonna 
as a guardian divinity, and were huming candles 
and torches round her They regarded this knight 
m armour as a victor, and his victory as a miracle 
And in that they were only half wrong — for the 
picture IS a miradc of art. 

Take a look at it. Nothing of the contin- 
genaes, the meannesses or the baseness of all that 
story has found its way in One might say that 
the painter, shut away in his studio in San Sebas- 
nano, knew nothmg of that, or that, by some 
divine method, he transformed all the ugliness 
into Its equivalent m beauty, as naturally and with 
as httle effort as the silk-worm spins its thread out 
of the thick leaves of the mulberry-tree. It is 
the radiant vision of a perfected humamty, of an 
endless equihbnum, henceforth freed from all 
aimety and aU strife. Beneath a bower of leaves 
and fruits at which birds are pecking, the Virgin 
sits enthroned, as though under the central pavihon 
of a horticultural exhibition at her feet in a 
marble bas-rehef can be seen the poor httle tree 
round which the serpent, the Tempter, is coded 
— the poor tree of knowledge of good and evd 
above her head, in Paradise regamed. Nature has 
made a rambow of all those fruits which are not 
forbidden The two ends of her doak are held 
up, nght and left, by two giants. Saint Michael 
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and Saint George, both equally young, equally 
well supplied with hair and clad alike in pseudo- 
Roman armour, with a disdain for archicological 
exactitude very natural in archangels. Both of 
them are looking down at a knight, kneeling in 
ecstasy, with his hands clasped, who is raising his 
face, with its flat nose and thick lips, towards the 
Virgin in such a way as to disclose the whites of 
his negro eyes. And the Infant Jesus, upright on 
his mother’s lap, is blessing him. 

The knight is Francesco Gonzaga. He is seen 
in his steel armour, half covered by a rich coat-of- 
arms and a skirt with heavy embroidered folds. 
These, however, hide nothing that is essential 
in his martial attire : the pallette sticking up on 
the right shoulder, the lance-rest projecting from 
the right breast, tlie articulated forearm pieces 
with bilobated orillons encasing the elbow, tlic 
thigh-pieces, the orillons of the steel knce-picccs, 
the end of tlie coat of mail visible below the armour, 
the greaves, the heels with their spurs shining like 
gold stars in tlie shadow — all tliese can be seen. 
We feel that this lissome, powerful figure, now in 
repose, will be released like a steel spring as soon 
as the prayer is finished, and will strike hard. 
The ecstatic smile, disclosing teeth like a wolf’s, 
suggests a naive, violent spirit, reaching out from 
itself towards the infinite at this particular moment, 
but likely to fall back, as soon as the physical 
body rises again, into tlie power of brutal passions 
and of the gods of tlie Nedier World. 

Facing him, also on her knees but in a lower 
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and more humble posture than his, is the nun 
who prayed for him during the battle, that Osanna 
da Andrasi who was the good genius of the 
Gonzaga and who was destmed to be beatified 
ten years later by Leo X She is weanng the 
costume commonly assigned by the painters of the 
period to the old women of the Bible a white 
veE hidmg the hair and covenng the neck and 
yellow matenal rolled round the head hke a turban 
indicate Samt Elizabeth, Isabella d’Este’s patron 
samt. Her half-opened bps are continuing the 
prayer that she has begun, whEst her fingers are 
telling her beads Above her is the infant Saint 
John the Baptist, patron saint of Gian Francesco 
Gonzaga And behind all these people, at the 
back of the soldier-saints, the uvo bearded old 
men, of whom one sees nothmg but the heads, 
are iie two patron saints of Mantua Saint Andrew 
IS holding a thin stick with a cross at its upper 
end, and Saint Longmus is holdmg a lance — the 
lance with which he pierced Chnst’s side and 
which resembles those “ bordonasses,” painted red, 
which were picked up in bundles on the battlefield 
of Fomovo Saint Andrew is peeping over the 
Virgin’s doak and trymg to see something of 
what 16 gomg on, but Samt Longinus is obviously 
umnterested and is looking out of the picture. 
Smee he is qf a pronounced Semitic type, I suspect 
this of bemg a portrait of Danide Norsa, who is 
thmlong of his no ducats. In the rmdst of this 
fite he has the modest, self-efFacmg air of the man 
who has paid for it 1 
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To do honour to the Madonna there has been 
grouped round her in this narrow space all the 
most beautiful things known to the latter part of 
the XV th century. The depths of the sea have 
been plombed for a branch of red coral, which 
hangs suspended above her head. The bowels of 
the earth have been searched for pale marble and 
sarrancohn to serve as her pedestal. And the 
heights of the sky have been sought for the singing 
birds and the warrior archangels. All the natural 
kingdoms and that of art, too, have made their 
contributions. From Venice has been brought 
an immense chaplet of those large, false pearls 
called jocaha de cristallo to hang in the arch of 
leaves. Even tombs have been rifled : the foot- 
stool on which tlie Virgin’s feet are resting is 
borrowed from die tomb of Marsuppini by Desi- 
derio da Settignano, which is in the Santa Croce 
Church in Florence. The remotest islands, recently 
discovered by Christopher Columbus, have pro- 
vided a macaw and a cockatoo to perch in the 
foliage. Isabella d’Este’s gardener, the cleverest 
man in Italy at clipping box-trees, was doubtless 
brought from Porto to arrange the arcli of vege- 
tation, as he had arranged those in the Virtue 
Driving away the Vices^ which is on one side of the 
Madonna, and possibly, too, die rocky arcade in 
the Pai'nassus, which is on the oth.er. He has 
loaded it with enormous specimens of intensive 
horticulture, and even the children who ran along 
the streets of Mantua following the procession 
of the Madonna must have understood the de- 
288 



The Madonna oj Vtciory in the Louvre 

lights of this juicy, pulpy, savoury, gastronomic 
Paradise 1 

We touch here on one of the best-defined charac- 
teristics of the Pnrmtivcs, and one which gives 
them their greatest charm Mantegna was no 
longer a Primitive, but he was soil a Pre-Raphaehte 
or a “ Pre-Renaissant ” He already possessed a 
consummate knowledge of design, as his per- 
spective clearly shows but hke the Pnmitives 
he preserved his taste for uniting, for no other 
reason than the dchght of the eye, all the different 
kinds of beauty and all the picturesque objects which 
he could reproduce And, hke the Primitives 
again, he was able to reproduce many It was 
later than this that painters came to devote them- 
selves, one to the nude, another to landscape, 
another to drapery or still hfe — in a word to 
“ speaahze ’ At the moment when Mantegna 
was paintmg, all the various genres were combined 
m the one artist — himself 

There is, in this picture, the work of an anato- 
mist the figure of Gonzaga, the nght hand of 
the Virgm, the two children, the Beata Osanna are 
triumphs of perspective There is the work of a 
decorative artist the leafy arch, the throne, the 
angels armour are sufKaent evidence of that 
And there is the work of a pamter of still life, of 
a man capable of showing the veinmg of marble, 
and the swell of ripened fruit, of makmg the 
reflection from a cuirass shine m the darkness, of 
kghtmg up globes of crystal, of blending the 
colours of fabnes and contrastmg them and showmg 
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their rumpled folds, of making tlie high lights fall 
on them and shine back from them. There is the 
work of a tailor, expert at devising the unknown 
fashions of angels : look at his Saint Michael, 
whom he has clad with a cuirass above and a dress 
below, in the manner of the strange compromise 
invented in our day for those German princesses 
who are honorary colonels of some regiment or 
other. There is the work of a man who under- 
stands hghting and is observant of its least reflec- 
tions : observe the underlying light, gilded and 
reflected by the marble all along the bottle-green 
solleret and on the articulated iron footgear. 
And there is the work of a colourist who knows 
how to break up his tones cleverly : observe how 
the scarf which is fluttering round the sword 
changes tone and becomes redder as it descends 
into the shadow. 

The colourist, moreover, can be seen throughout. 
This painting, wliich one first sees as a piece of 
chased work with sharp, bright edges and tlie 
hard brilhance of metal, is none the less an exquisite 
harmony : and this harmony, composed of shades of 
pomegranate and bottle-green, of sombre, heavy 
golds, of vivid touches of red and of neutral tints, 
pinkish or tending towards violet, but scarcely 
ever becoming white or yellow, displays from end 
to end the sumptuousness of a stained-gjass window. 

There IS, finally, the work of a profound and 
subtle physiognomist. When we approach this 
picture y/e see, before everything else, this — a 
knight protected by a Madonna — and to whatever 
290 


The Madonna oj Victory tn the Louvre 

point our attention may be drawn next it is irre- 
sistibly brought back towards this — the protective 
hand of the Virgm Everything leads in that 
direction, aU the hnes ascend towards it or fall 
away from iL Now one follows the eyes m a 
picture as one follows the eyes of a crowd in the 
street some invinnble, magnetic tendency makes 
us look, in spite of ourselves, at whatever they are 
looking at 

The gemus of the artist hes in his havmg utdized 
this physiological law to exalt a moral sentiment, 
hy makmg the magnetic point of the picture at 
the same time the mam pomt of the whole story, the 
whole drama, the whole commemoration He may 
have done this quite unconsaously, perhaps , but 
a law which is unconsaously observed does not 
produce its effect any the less on that account, 
and in this case the effect is preasc, commanding 
and deasivc. If the picture was there on that 
altar, the triumphal arch was erected, the people 
worshipped, and the patron saints of Mantua 
appeared, it was because, and only because, that 
particular hand had been outstretched over that 
particular head m time of danger 

And the half-savage head itself — what profound 
and subtle art was required to make of it what 
appears here 1 True, it can be recognized, for 
the pamter would not have dared not to portray 
a hkeness when a whole people, who knew the 
model, was there to pass judgment upon it And 
we know that the people were enchanted by it 
everyone fihng past die picture extolled the accuracy 
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of the painter of the portrait. But he had known 
how to get the exact angle by which die defects 
of this mask would best be minimized, and he 
also knew the expression which would transfigure 
it into a radiant countenance. The thousand 
different and contradictory beings which are in 
each of us do not all appear at the same time : 
there are some which may only appear once in 
all our life ; and of such, perhaps, was the mystic 
in Gonzaga. For one instant the intoxication 
of knowing that peril was averted and of returning 
safe to a family which had been dirough torment, 
had been able to invoke in his features the adoring 
soul which we can see in die picture. ... It 
was, very probably, only for a minute, but the 
painter was justified in seizing his chance. Perhaps 
he had been waiting for it for a long time. Man- 
tegna was sixty-five when he painted this picture, 
so for thirty-two years he had been observing the 
Gonzaga, grandfadier, father, son and grandson, in 
profile, full face, three-quarter face, seated, stand- 
ing, with their wives, their dogs, their horses and 
their dwarfs. The experiment was a less dangerous 
one for him dian it would have been for anyone 
else. Nevertheless, would he have been so trium- 
phantly successful without a profound knowledge 
of physiognomy .? 

And all this knowledge, which is as 'great as that 
of the Primitives, is, as theirs was, deeply imbued 
with fantasy. It is the eye and the hand of Meis- 
sonier, but it is the soul of Shakespeare. And the 
two aspects of this art are in juxtaposition, crudely, 
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TOthout transition, precaution or excuse — once 
again as with the Pnimtivcs Thus Gonzaga’s 
armour, which is very accurately reproduced, is 
placed next to the extraordinary half-Roman, half- 
archangehcal costume of Saint Michael The 
accurate proportions of the human figures arc 
contrasted with the gigantic proporuons of the 
two warnor-saints and the unnaturidly small hands 
of the archangel The gestures arc perfectly 
simple and logical, proportionate and clFcctivc — 
infinitely more so than they arc destined to be in 
the work of Mantegna’s successors there is here 
no pompous or ostentatious pose But they arc 
displayed against a background which is quite 
unreal, beneath an artifiaal pomological collection, 
in sight of exotic birds, which are hardly ever seen 
at large. Again, the Virgin’s sleeve is subjected 
to the common law of gravity, and would fall 
with her hand if she lowered it, whilst, beside her, 
Samt Michael’s scarf is not so subjected and flutters 
round his sword with no regard for reahty If 
boredom, m Art as elsewhere, “ is born of uni- 
forrmty,” then it is because of that, no doubt, 
that the Pnmitivcs, who arc often absurd and 
always imperfect, arc never boring they arc 
never the same in any two things 
Thus of all the masterpieces by Mantegna the 
Madonna of Victory is the one which one can look 
at continually, without weanness and without 
starting all over agam, as one can look at la Gia- 
conda and as one can look at most of Leonardo da 
Vma’s works. The gestures are concordant, the 
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details fit in, the colours harmonize as if they are 
to last until eternity. The peace which reigns 
there insinuates itself into one’s soul, the rhythm 
which upholds it directs one’s thoughts. It is a place 
in which one would be glad to live. 

One thing only is missing : the framework of 
stones, the monument from which the French troops 
snatched the picture during the occupation of 
Mantua in 1797, its national and historical pedestal, 
its motherland, in fact. Down there in the south, 
on the plains of Lombardy, at one side of a deserted 
Mantuan street, the Chapel^ deprived of its Victory, 
Its Madonna, its knight, and its purpose, cut in 
two half-way up by a new ceiling, its mam doorway 
half filled in and converted into a bay window, 
is now only a workshop and a store for marbles. 
On die threshold an old sculptor sits smoking a 
pipe. It is still quite distinct from the odier 
houses, forming a litde island on its own in the 
Via Domenico Fernelli, between the church of 
Saint Simon and Saint Jude and the rest of the 
street. The place which was filled, a hundred and 
sixteen years ago, by Mantegna’s masterpiece is 
still to be seen, encumbered though it is with 
funereal monuments. The framework still clings 
to its place and displays the gaping hole from which 
its picture was snatched. 

It might be put back there. It would re-hve 
there, the hidden, edifying, consolatory hfe of an 
altar-piece. It would receive fewer visits there 
than at the Louvre, fewer passers-by, but more 
pilgrims. Sometimes even, perhaps, some old 
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woman, knowmg not who Mantegna was, or 
what was Fornovo, would perceive m this picture 
EOmethmg which the critics and the histonans, 
in their learned controversies, have omitted to 
see in it — a Madonna, a divmc protectress — and, 
without realizing what she was domg, would 
reproduce to the life one of the figures who sur- 
round that Madonna by knechng down before 
her and saymg an Ave Marta 

Such 18 the history of this Madonna, painted m 
commemoration of a victory which was not won, 
in expiation of a saerdege which was not comnutted, 
and paid for by someone who did not beheve in 
her But of what importance is the btrth of a 
masterpiece ? Only its life and the hfe it suggests 
to us 18 of importance. From an mjustice done 
to a poor Jew and from the boasting of a defeated 
general there has sprung a vision so beautiful that 
It wdl for ever mchne thoughtful souls to practise 
justice and love humihty 
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BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE 
IN THE LOUVRE 



Other portraits of Baldassarc Castiglionc — 

Authentic ist Oil painting after a portrait made b} Raphael, m 
1519 Bust, bare-headed, three-quarter face, the chest crossed by an 
inscription beginning Baldasor de Castiliono and ending am, riDXXi 
(In the Corsini Palace in Rome ) 

2nd Oil painting, full face, dressed in blacl \Mth a hat and gloves, 
and with a curtain and a landscape in the background. Attributed to 
Parmigiano and supposed to have been painted in 1524. (In Lord Lans- 
downe’s collection at Bowood ) 

3rd Medal Right profile Head bare and neck uncovered, clad 
in the antique style, with the inscription * Baltuavjvr Castilion, Gr. F. 
On the reverse, Apollo in his chariot, with two galloping horses driven 
by winged satellites, is passing behind a globe of the world on which 
one can see Italy indicated, with the inscription Tenedrarum et Lucis. 

Presumed portraits, bearing resemblance — 

rst The head of a man, turned towards Raphael, three-quarter 
face, bearded, wearing a head-band and holding a terrestrial globe which 
shows Zoroaster, on the extreme right of the School of Athens, painted 
by Raphael in 1 5 1 o (In the Vatican ) 

2nd The Roman warrior, standing, bare-headed and armed wnth a 
lance, in the foreground of the picture The Court of Isabella d'Este or 
The Triumph of Poetry. (In the Louvre ) 



baldassare castiguone 
IN THE LOUVRE 

I 

J PORTRAIT 

S OME FOUR HUNDRED YEARS AGO, 
during tEc winter of 1519, the Italian 
humanists were passing round, from hand 
to hand, a kind of poem in Latin, which one of 
them had just composed and which was in the 
form of a letter from a wife to her husband The 
couple had not been married long, and the wife 
was alone with her ncwly-bom son in their home 
at Mantua, whde the husband was in Rome as 
ambassador to the Pope, busy with a thousand 
and one affairs which had no interest for her 
She was complaining of his absence and languishing 
for his return She had only his portrait, painted by 
Raphael, to take the place of her absent husband 

SoU tuos mlcus referenj R^phaeJa imago 
Picu nsinu curaa oUevat usque roeas. 

And she would srmle at the portrait and talk to 
It as though It were ahve. In fact she talked to 
It so much and so well that it seemed to her to 
smile back and answer her She would bring the 
child to It and he would recognize it and greet it 

Agnosat, balboque patrem pucr ore aalutat 
Hoc solor longos deopioque dies. 
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This epistle was greatly admired. Everyone 
knew tliat its author was Baldassarc Casuglione, 
and that he was writing of himself, his wife and his 
two-year-old child. People much appreciated the 
prudence of this husband, already of mature age, 
who was at pains to copy out the lamentations to 
which his absence inspired his young wife. Tlicre 
was something in tliat, it was felt, wliicli savoured 
of* the fine perfume of Latinity. Nor was the 
allusion to the portrait by Rapliacl missed. It 
had been painted only four years previously and 
was already famous. It is so still. It is the one 
which for the last two years has taken tlic place 
of La Gtaconda.^ 

I do not know wliy it was clioscn, but a better 
selection could not have been made. At a first 
glance one experienced a certain uneasiness at 

* Written m 1913. La Gtaconda has since been recovered, of course, 
— Translator’s Note 

Before reaching this place of honour in tlic middle of the Salon Carr/ 
It [the portrait by Raphael] had done much travelling Painted in Rome 
during the autumn of 1515, it went with Castiglionc to Spain in 1524. 
Castiglionc died at Toledo in 1529, and it then came back to iVlantua 
where it remained with his family until the beginning of the XVIIth 
century Then it was lost sight of for a certain number of }cars and 
no historian can prove where it was during that time It was rc-discovcred 
in 1630, m the studio of the painter Van Assclin at Amsterdam, and no 
one could say how it got there But it was certainly the picture in ques- 
tion, and no other It was admired and copied by Rembrandt and by 
Rubens In 1639 auction and passed into the collection of 

a Spanish nobleman named Don Alfonso dc Lopez, w'ho paid 3,500 
florins for it, or about 20,500 francs in our money [1913] Soon after- 
wards this nobleman fell into disgrace, and had to sell aU his belongings 
The portrait was then bought by Cardmal Mazarin, and on the death of 
the cardinal in 1661 Louis XIV took it for 3,000 hvres, or about 9,750 
francs And now it is in the Louvre, where it must be hoped that its 
history is ended 
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seeing, m the middle of the Salon Carrd, in place 
of the usual smile — the most feminine of all smiles — 
this heavily-bearded man, with a tight-fitting skull 
cap and over it a large black hat or upturned 
bonnet, whose big blue eyes looked so calmly at 
one. One was well aware that one would no 
longer see La GiaconJa there, but one felt that 
the place where she had been for so long was 
sacred, somehow, and that a man ought not to 
be esconced there at his case. Perhaps the curators 
of the Louvre would have done better to leave the 
place vacant — as Bume Jones, in his famous mosaic 
of Chntt Surrounded ^ Angels, which is in the 
Amencan church, Sc Paul’s, m Rome, left a 
space for the greatest of them, on the right hand 
of God, until the day when he should return 
But since someone was to be placed tlierc, Bal- 
dassare Casuglione was certainly the nght choice. 
In his expression and his vague smile there is 
something which attracts one, as in the other 
picture, but which also reassures one He was 
the “ accomphshed man ” of the Renaissance, as 
La Gtaconda was its “ dream tvoman ” Here we 
have history in the place of legend 

When one’s first emotion is over, however, one 
16 very taken with these frank features The eyes 
are those of a faithful dog, the mouth is closed and 
yet IS eloquent of much, the beating is quiet, 
modest and reserved There is complete honesty, 
both m the face and also in the painting of ic 
There is nothing here simply for effect there 
IS no posing, no display, no noticeably daring 
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brush-work. Nearly all of it is in one colour, or 
rather in two or three shades of the same quiet 
colour and the changes from tone to tone are 
imperceptible. On this occasion Raphael’s palette 
was like the vocabulary of the people of the XVIIth 
century, a restrained one, but one in which, with 
each word in its exact place, the most delicate 
shades of thought could be expressed. Only what 
IS ahve is reddish or coloured — the flesh, the beard, 
the eyes. The fire of a jewel just smoulders feebly 
in two places — ^in tlie coal-black hat and in the 
cinders of the fur. Seen in tlie Louvre, in com- 
pany with works by Giorgione, Titian and Paul 
Veronese, this is the winter of colour following its 
golden autumn. Yet in spite of this poverty, 
the artist has never been greater as a colourist. It 
is Raphael’s masterpiece, perhaps. 

The man here portrayed, moreover, was the 
author of the book which the whole of the XVIth 
century regarded as a masterpiece — the Corte- 
gtano : and he made his own life a most subtle 
and dehcate masterpiece of art — the art of behaving 
in harmony witli his times, of blending his solo 
with the vast accompaniment of all the human 
voices of his century. The whole Renaissance 
worked and dreamed and suflFered only to produce 
a Castiglione. Vittoria Colonna, whom we see 
in the Marriage in Cana, right at tlie- end of the 
table, leaning on her left elbow and chewing a 
tooth-pick, wrote to him in decisive terms : 

I am not surprised that you have drawn a perfect courtier, for 
you have only to hold a mirror in front of you and tell what you 
see in It 
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And Charlcs-Quint, who is beside her in this 
picture, turning his left profile to a serving-man, 
in the angle of the balustrade, announced the 
death of Raphael’s model to his courtiers thus 

I tcl\ you that one of the worliTe noblest knights is now dead 1 

Finally, the Franas I, whose profile, painted 
by Titian, is here too, m the Galene du Bord de 
PEau, meeting Baldassare Casuglione the day 
after the batdc of Mangnan, asked him to finish 
his Cortegtano so that it might be an example 
to future generations. If ever a penod was caught 
up in a book, a book in a man, and a man in a 
portrait, it is so here 

And this IS the place where one can best grasp 
that fact, here ui the midst of these intimates of 
his For Chance has surrounded him with the 
faces of those whom he knew and who loved him 
In the Louvre, under the pseudonym of the 
Marriage m Cana, is the great ffitc of the Renais- 
sance, which he did not hvc to see, but for which 
he gave the signaL All the people who appear 
in it, except perhaps the negro boy who is proffer- 
mg a cup to Alfonso d’Avalos, had read his book, 
no matter of what nationahty they were, for at 
the time when this picture was painted by Paul 
Veronese, in 1562, the Cortegtano had already gone 
mto sixty editions it had been translated into 
Spanish, French, Latin and Enghsh, and the name 
of Castighone, pronounced among the hubbub 
of conversation, the chnk of glasses, the ratde of 
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plates and the droning of fiddles, would be received 
with acclamation. 

Not far away that mysterious allegory — ^incom- 
prehensible but glowing with colour — in a world 
of sad voluptuousness, where cveiy hand is grasp- 
ing something which the eyes do not sec, must 
delight his mythological mind. You know this 
fantasy of Titian’s. A knight in dark armour, as 
solemn as a magician during an incantation, is 
placing his hand on the breast of a woman deep 
in thought. A child is bringing up a bundle of 
dead wood which he has been to fetch from the 
forest and which his widespread fingers are grasping 
with difficulty. The beautiful lady who is so 
pensive, is holding a dark, translucent object — a 
ball of crystal, if we may judge by the way her 
hands are placed to hold it. Another female 
figure is kneeling, in an attitude of ecstatic prayer. 
And above are stretched bare arms holding up a 
basket and fruits and flowers. 

This riddle, which intrigues, inspires and is 
the despair of Titian’s commentators, is no doubt 
one of those learned allegories in which his 
humanism delighted. The mysterious knight is 
presumed to be one of his friends, Alfonso d’ Avalos, 
the hero of Tunis. The amorous gentleman a 
litde further on who is multiplying the beauties of 
his mistress by placing her between t\yo mirrors is 
in all probability his master, the Marquis Federico 
Gonzaga,^ to whom, not inaptly, he wrote one day : 

^ It IS to M Louis Hourticq {Revue de RArt ancten ei modeme, 
lo August 1912) that we owe this identification, or at any rate this hj-po- 
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The French Ambusuior, Siint Marrau, has been to tell the 
Pope that Your Excdlency B young and mexpenenced and much 
addicted to pleasure. 

Here he is, then, amid faces faimhar to him in 
his hfetime, resuscitated, as he himself has been, by 
the greatest masters of the Renaissance, all of whom 
he loved and admired, without distinction of school 

“ Very diverse things can please our eyes equally 
well so much so that it is difficult to say which 
please us the most,” he said, in the Cortegiano 

For instance m painting, Leonardo da Vina, Mantegna, 
Raphael and George de Castdfranco (Giorgione) arc all excellent i 
nevertheless they arc all very dtffcrCTt from each other so that 
none of them seeriB to lad: anything whatever in method, since 
one recogmies that each a perfect m ha own style. 

Finally, he has had the good fortune to live 
again in the handiwork of Raphael Of the artisB 
he has mentioned above, Raphael was certainly 
the one best able to understand him and to make 
us understand him The divme Leonardo would 
not have been at all suitable. His was a restless 
dream, an art which was for ever changing and 
experimenting, a new spirit breaking from its 
con&ncs and spreading its mngs , his was a soul 
in doubt losmg itself m mystery But Raphael’s 
art was fixed , it was the simphaty of pcrfecUon 
withm freely accepted hmits, an art which sought 
nothing and promised nothmg — but which keeps 

theta, which a rciy probtbl/ co rrect. In tn mgcnloiu ind brilliant itadj 
of cmifli worb br 'Iltiin m the Louvre be declmes to admit that Allboao 
d'Eatc and laort Dianti figure m the fiunona group m the Sa/n C*ni and 
giTcJ good retaoos for recognmng m it Fcderjco Gocaaga, the aon of 
InbeQa d Ette, tnd hla matreta, IttbeUt Boachetti 
U 
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faith all the same. Look at this portrait. Wc arc 
invited to let our thoughts dwell simply upon tlic 
immediate object itself : there is no background. 
The man who did this had no doubt about his 
own painting. He would never have left it to 
go away and invent engines of war, or hydraulic 
apparatus and flying machines. It would be 
interesting to know what Castiglione thought of the 
author of the Giaconda whom he has replaced. 
But we do know ! Here arc his own words : 

Another y one of the best painters tn the worlds despises the art 
in which he is so distinguished and applies himself to the study of 
philosophy, tn which he has such strange conceptions and such netu 
fancies that, even with all his painting, he docs not hioxu how to 
represent them I . ^ 

This sentence shows us the distance separating 
Castiglione from Leonardo. 

To Raphael, on the other hand, he was very 
near. Firstly, in life. Castiglione, though a 
Mantuan by birth, passed the best years of his 
youth at the Court of Urbino with Duke Guido- 
baldo and Elisabetta Gonzaga, and he had seen the 
young master grow up and watched his first flights. 
He came across him again in Rome, and tlicrc tlicy 
both were — young, handsome, charming and soci- 
able, enthusiastic about antiquity, with tlic common 
ties of earlier successes — at large in the Eternal 
City, unearthing marbles, making plans of tlie 
imperial capital, studying Vitruvius. They col- 

^ " Un’ altro de’ pnmi pitton del mondo sprezza quell’ arte dove i 
ranssimo, ed essi posto ad imparar filosofia, nella quale ha cost strani 
concetti e nove chimerc, che esso con tutta la sua pittura non sapria depm- 
gerle ” — II Cortegiano, hbro secundo XXXIX. 
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laboratcd m drawing up a report for Leo X on the 
measures to be taken to preserve what was left 
of anaent Rome The humanist was constantly 
at the pamter’j side, advising him and enhghtemng 
him, and when he was not there the painter found 
that he missed something It "was to Castighonc 
that Raphael addressed the famous letter, so often 
quoted, on a “ certain idea ” which he had in his 
mmd regardmg beauty 

I mult tcU you that if I want to pamt a beautiful woman, I 
rouat fint of all sec several and then have you beside me to choose 
the molt beautiful 

When Raphael left him for ever, Castighonc 
was consaous of an immense void The first time 
that he returned to Rome after the death of his 
fnend, he wrote to his mother, on 20 July 1520 

I am quite well, but I do not feel ai though I were in Rome 
now that my poor Raphael is no longer here. 

But It was not only hfc which brought them 
together it was ideas In those days, as to-day, 
there was a secret struggle going on between those 
two hfe-long enemies, the portrait painter and his 
model, each pursuing a different object and yet 
each havmg need of the other to attain it. But 
with Raphael and CasUghone the object was the 
same to reproduce poise, naturalness and pro- 
portion m a beautiful, healthy and vigorous bemg, 
and to do so without apparent effort We do 
not know what was bemg said, four hundred years 
ago, while the attmgs were takmg place m the 
Borgp Nuovo palace, dunng those hot September 
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afternoons, when, so it is believed, this portrait 
was painted. Such strict orders were given against 
admittance that not even the ambassador of Ferrara 
himself could gam an entrance. But the book is 
there, as alive as the portrait itself, although no 
one considered it necessary to translate it into 
French until a long time afterwards. Castiglione’s 
Carte giano should be read in front of Raphael’s 
Castighone : the same thought is expressed in two 
languages. 

There could have been no disagreement over 
the costume to be worn. 

I like It to tend towards the grave and sombre rather than 
towards the gay, for it seems to me that there is more grace m 
black garments than in any other , and if not actually black let 
them at least be of a dark shade I mean everyday clothes, for 
there is no doubt that gay, striking colours go better over armour 
and also that bright clothes, lavishly enriched with lace, are more 
suitable for public spectacles, fetes, games, masquerades and such 
like things, for garments of two colours or more have a certain 
vivacity and cheerfulness of their own which harmonize well 
with the games and contests , but for the rest I would like our 
costume to give evidence of that gravity which so strongly dis- 
tinguishes the Spanish nation. For outward things bear witness 
to invi^rd ones. . . . 

Thus spoke the humanist : and even when at 
war and worried with a thousand cares and busy 
fighting against Bayard near Lodi, he asked his 
mother to send him a “ garment of black damask 
edged with sable.” Raphael did not need to go 
far to find the most perfect of his harmonies in 
black, grey and white : his model’s ordinary 
costume supphed him with it. 

Nor was there disagreement over the pose, either. 
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It to me that the manners of the Spaniards arc more 

m accordance with the Italian tanpcramcnt than those of the 
French, because that calm giwtfy which rs peculiar to the 
Spaniard appears to suit us Ilians better than the sharp vivaatjr 
which one noQca in the French, m almost all their movementi. 

That IS what the model wrote. Let us see now 
what the pamter did He gave us, in this picture, 
a perfect example of static calm and serenity 
It IS an mtrospective or concentrated pose, with 
every hne leadmg one’s eye back to the centre of 
the canvas, and none takmg it outside It caught 
Rembrandt’s attention and he made a sketch of 
It, which has been preserved for us. It is a pre- 
coaous sketch, barely more than an indication, 
with nothing visible except dynamic masses forang 
one’s attention back to the pnnapal feature The 
balance of hne, which is a delight to the eye, the 
equihbnum between the suspension of thmgs in 
space due to man’s effort and their fall according 
to the law of gravity, agreeing so well with certain 
of our physiological instincts which arc as yet dl- 
defined — all this conforms to the natural genius 
of the painter 

For It IS obvious that he succeeded here without 
system, without constramt and almost without 
thinking of what he was domg In this there was 
one resemblance the more to his model 

I find [fiud Casuglione] one quite umveral law, which teems 
to me to be of more value than any other m all human things, 
whether words or actions that a to shun afftetatim as fiwaj one 
possibly can, regarding it as the most formidable and perilous 
ftumbling Uock i and, to employ what it perhaps a new expression, 
to make use m all riimga of a certain easmess of manner 
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datura) which conceals art and proves that what one says or does 
comes without weariness and almost without thinking of it 
One wins favour from that, I think, for everyone knows how 
difficult It IS to produce rare and well-made things Therefore a 
facility for producing them excites much wonder. To force 
one’s talents, on the other hand and, as is said, “ drag them along 
by the hair,” is extremely ungraceful and takes away the value 
of anything, however great it may be Thus one may say that 
“ that ts true art which does not seem to be art. . . 

And that we may understand him better he 
gives a concrete example : 

In painting, for instance, one single line drawn without effort, 
one single stroke of the brush easily made, so that it seems that 
the hand, guided by no study and no art, went of itself to its goal, 
will disclose the artist’s excellence ” 

This might be a definition of Raphael as a por- 
trait painter in his best moments and particularly 
in this portrait. This facility, this tranquillity of 
the artist producing his work as Nature produces 
hers, this sprezzatura which Castiglione puts before 
all else, has here found its prototype. If you com- 
pare this head with all those which surround it in 
the Louvre — and most of them are admirable — 
you will notice the difference. In the others 
you will be conscious of an intention, a will — 
something accomplished or conquered — a dazzhng 
victory over matter due to the genius of man. But 
here the artist has disappeared and left us alone 
with his model, to which he seems to- have given 
nothing — except life. 

Let us examine it, then, as we would a living 
face. Let us forget art and look at the man himself. 
The broad forehead, the prominent cheekbones, the 
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wide-open eyes — the nght eye turned inwards a 
httle — the perfect, though almost sensual, mouth, 
the skull slightly raised in the middle — a pccuhanty 
which IS vouched for in other portraits — and bald 
— a fact which is cleverly concealed in this one — 
the straight nose, the dear compleiaon all com- 
bine to make us beheve that we have before our 
eyes a complete example of humanity at its 
healthiest. These arc features charactensuc of 
what astrologers call a yupitenan of the happy 
type Should one beheve them J 

The beauty of flower* [tay* Castjghone] beat* witnca* to the 
goodness of thar fruits i and the tame thing applies to the body, 
as one can learn from the phyuognonust* who, by mean* of the 
feature*, discover the hahio and someumc* the very thoughts of 
men. 

Thus, as his double came to life under the 
pamter s hands, he was thinking that a new trait in 
his moral character was being prepared forpostenty 

It IS for us to dcapher it. Our knowledge in 
the matter is certainly not much greater than was 
that of the XVIth-century painters it is very 
feeble and very incomplete — or, to be really 
honest, it does not exist at all But in this case 
the document is quite simple. This portrait of 
Castighone is an open book Every passer-by, 
without a moment s hesitation, reads the same 
things m It. a arcumspect nund, benevolent and 
loyal, a calm sensibility, the melancholy of a 
man so good that injustice continuously astonishes 
him, digmty without austerity and without mysti- 
asm, wdl-power without obsunacy Is the passer- 
by wrong ? Casnghonc’s life shall tell us. 
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A LIFE 


T he outstanding characteristic of his 

life was loyalty. Born a few miles from 
Mantua on 6 December 1478 in the old castle 
of Casatico on the Oglio, near Marcaria, of an ancient 
Milanese family first established in Milan in the ser- 
vice of the Visconti and the Sforza and then movmg 
to Mantua to serve the Gonzaga, Castiglione had 
been brought up in that tradition. It was natural 
enough that his service should be with the Gonzaga. 
His father, Cnstoforo Castiglione, had been severely 
wounded at Fornovo, beside the Marquis Gonzaga, 
while fighting against the French, and his mother 
was herself a member of a younger branch of the 
Gonzaga family. In his youth, however, he went 
first to Milan to learn fine manners at the Court of 
Ludovic tlie Moor. He was there on that terrible 
night — a night worthy of the lamentations of a 
Bossuet — ^when the young Duchess of Milan, 
Beatrice d’Este, died suddenly, taking with her 
all the hope and joy and fortune of the Sforza. 
Then he came back to Mantua to put himself at 
the disposal of his natural overlord, the Marquis 
Gonzaga, who at once sent him off to war. For 
Baldassare was a swordsman, as were aU those of 
his line, and he had learnt skill-at-arms from the 
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greatest master of hts age, Pietro Monte, at the 
same time as he had learnt Greek with the best 
of the Hellenists, Chalcondylas. He remained 
on campaign for a long time in the naghhourhood 
of Naples, fighting with the French against Gon- 
zalvo of Cordova. This was the most warlike part 
of his hfe 

But one fine day the Marquis Gonzaga handed 
lum over with all due ceremony to his brother- 
m-law, Guidobaldo, Duke of Urbino, who made 
a diplomat of him He went to London as 
ambassador to Henry VII, whose heart he tried 
to win with Barbary horses and a picture by 
Raphael When Guidobaldo died he remained 
in the service of his successor, Francesco Mana 
delle Rovere, a nephew of Pope Julius II, and 
found himself once again a soldier, serving in the 
Papal army this time and kicking his heels m the 
trenches before Mirandolx Leo X replaced 
Julius II on the Pontifical throne and CasUghone 
set to work to keep his duke in the good graces of 
the new Pope, abandoning his cuirass and again 
bccommg the humanist and the artist in whom tlie 
Media dchghtcd 

Their dehght in him, however, was not great 
enough to allow him to thwart them from over- 
throwmg the duchy which he represented The 
unfortunate httlc State of Urbino was hke a nutshell 
rocked by every wave as it followed in the wake 
of St Peter’s barque When the Pope was a 
Borgia, Urbino was confiscated by Casar Borgia , 
when the Pope was a della Rovere, Urbino was 
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governed by Francesco Maria della Rovere ; and 
when the Pope was a Medici, Urbino passed into 
the hands of Lorenzo de Medici, Michael Angelo’s 
famous Pensieroso, who in his lifetime never 
thought of anytliing. Naturally no one’s advice 
was asked in any one case, and the counsel which 
Castiglione gave prodigally enough to the Holy 
See was not listened to. Then, being unable 
usefully to serve his last master, the loyal Mantuan 
returned to his former lord, the Marquis Gonzaga, 
grown old and more considerate by now. More- 
over, he had never ceased to be under tlie orders 
of the Marchioness, Isabella d’Este, and when 
the hero of Fornovo died Castiglione remained 
in the service of his son, Federico, and returned 
to Rome to represent him at the Papal Court. 

This was no sinecure. The functions of an 
ambassador of a httle State in Rome in those days 
very much resembled those of a deputy of to-day 
represenUng a rural constituency in Paris : it 
was much less a question of negotiating as one 
power with another as of pleading successfully, of 
intriguing zealously and of diverting the flow of 
favours into the selected channel — favours both 
spiritual and temporal, the strangely mingled 
interests of earth and heaven. Castiglione was 
no failure. He succeeded in obtaining for his 
master the appointment of Captain-General of 
the Church. He worked to make Federico’s uncle. 
Cardinal Sigismondo Gonzaga, Pope on the death 
of Leo X, and to get his former master, Francesco 
Maria della Rovere, at last restored to his State of 
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Urbino, appointed commander of the Florentine 
troops as ell as of his own Thus, in the great 
storm penod of the XVIth century and in the 
midst of conflicting currents which were making 
Italian politics drift in every direction, he was 
always steering the same course towards the 
interests of the Gonzaga and those of their relations 
and nearest allies, the Dukes of Urbino 
This constancy made him conspicuous Every- 
one wanted to have him or retain him in Ins semee 
Pope Clement VII ended by carrying him off 
he made the Marquis of Mantua hand him o\er 
and sent him as Papal Nunao to Charlcs-Quint in 
Spain It 18 by no means certain that the Emperor 
himself did not try to lure him away from the 
Pope and attach him to himself In any case he 
overwhelmed him with favours and Casuglione 
had just been appointed Bishop of Avila when he 
died in 1529, just too late to sec a little girl of 
his episcopal aty ' give the he to his own tlieory, 
as expressed in the Cortegiano that " no woman 
has ever known the transports of ecstasy produced 
by divine lose, as Saint Paul did, nor received the 
stigmata as did SaintFrancisof Assisi ’’ Thus, 
seen externally at a first glance, the man with the 
large hat and the skull cap appears to us as a kind of 
condotitere of diplomacy, passmg from the service of 
one pnnee to that of a neighbouring one, and from 
that of the latter to that of the Pope, handed on from 
one to the other, half by courtesy and half by force, 
petted by each one in turn and loyal to all of them 
‘ Sl Thcrett — TrimUtor 1 Note. 
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Our next aspect of him is as a witness so wonder- 
fully situated that he lost nothing of the drama 
of history. And what a drama ! Luther, Charles- 
Quint, Cassar Borgia — ^what actors I The piece 
which humanity acts is always the same, no doubt, 
but die day often comes when understudies are 
called upon to play. Casdglione was diere to 
see the d^but of those artists of whom it might be 
said that they created dieir parts in every piece. 
He was on die spot in attendance upon Louis XII, 
at Milan, in the midst of Caesar Borgia’s enemies 
and victims, when Caesar himself, covered with the 
dust of his journey, appeared on a post horse, 
direw himself down before the King of France 
and by his talkativeness and humour won him 
to his cause. He was on the spot when Julius II, 
old, angry and gouty, burning with mardal zeal, 
in mid-winter, widi his wliite beard and his white 
robe covered with snow, passed through the breach 
into Mirandola. He was one of that hundng 
party at Corneto when Leo X, booted and on horse- 
back, wearing a white jerkin and followed by his 
cardinals wearing red ones, was seen chasing die 
wild boar and plandng the banner of Saint Peter 
in the very centre of a miraculous hunt, whilst 
his chaplain was lamendng that His Holiness had 
started forth without surplice or stole, and was 
asking himself what could be done if die Faithful 
came to kiss His Holiness’s feet 1 1 . . And when 
this same Leo X put down his magnifying glass 
and his miniatures in order to read and re-read, with 
his forehead wrinkled with anxiety, die new book 
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by a certain Brother Martin,” * Castighonc was 
there to sec him Fmally, he was in Spam when 
CharlcS'Qumt, hearing of the capture of Rome, 
began to laugh at first, but then to weep, and later 
on, when the Emperor sent a challenge to Franas I, 
It was Baldassare who was appointed as his second 
One might, m other ages, have been a witness of 
greater things but one could never have seen 
things more picturesque or more expressive in their 
natural d^cor, or arranged by artists of greater 
gemus. 

The scene was very vaned One day there 
would be races, in which the Barbary horses from 
Mantua would be taking part Castighonc wrote 
to the Marquis Fcdcnco 

I ordered Zuccone to enter both Your Excellency s hotM* 
for the flitt race so th&t if one finished badly the other would take 
hts place. At (he start, the grey horse Sopenono passed all the 
others and kept the lead for about half the length of the ptaita 
until they reached the Campo The chestnut was second, but 
as Zuccone had told the jock^ not to press bun before reaching 
the Rue du Sorgo, he let a horse belonging to Car dinal Petruca 
pass him. 

In the race for fillies, Your Excellency s horse was first and the 
Archbishop of Nicosia i second. They ran m that order up to 
the Borgo, where Your Excellency’s horse went several lengths 
ahead and reached the Palio before Nicosia s borie was at the 
fouivtams. But just as the page was about to touch the Palio 
an archer of the Bargdlo got m ha way, so that the boy could not 
touch it Nicosia s page then came up and touched it fim so 
It was to him that the Palio was awardwl I was at the Castello 
and unable to realize what had happened until the messenger 
whom I sent came back. The PaUi were taken to Ha Holmess 
and I esepbuned to him what had occurred, as well as to the 
goTcmor and the senator, and everyone admitted that we had 
* Lather 
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been very badly treated I was determined to claim the Palio, 
but the governor told the Pope that it stood to reason that who- 
ever had touched the Palio first must have it, but that the man 
who had got in the way would have to pay for everybody. After 
much discussion the archer who was to blame was thrown into 
prison, and the senator and the governor both promised that he 
would not be released until wc had won a Palio exactly like the 
one which he had prevented us from having I demanded, in 
addition, that he should be hanged or sent to the galleys or that 
at least he should be given four or five turns with the cord. . . . 

Another time it would be a Conclave : 

To-day a thing happened which has very rarely occurred up 
till now • the doors of the Conclave were opened with great 
ceremony and respect The cardinals all came to tlte doors 
and knocked on them, informing the bishops (there were eight 
archbishops or Patriarchs guarding the Poric dc la Rota through 
which food vra5 passed to the members of the Conclave) that 
Monseigneur Grimani was in danger of deatli and begging them 
to open the doors Consequently the ambassadors were sum- 
moned, but only myself and the Portuguese ambassador were 
available The doors were opened and we saw all the cardinals 
with torches in their hands, for the room was very dark Then 
Monseigneur Santa Croce, in his capacity of Doyen of the Sacred 
College, told us that Monseigneur Grimani was in peril of death 
and that the doctors had taken an oath to that effect He begged 
the ambassadors to tell their princes that the doors had been 
opened for this reason only, that matters were taking tlieir normal 
course, and that they were prepared to do their duty point by 
point Monseigneur de Como confirmed this announcemen 
and then Monseigneur Grimani was carried out on a chair and 
the Conclave -was shut in afresh I fear that his Reverence 
will die all the same for he seems very bad Perhaps we shall 
know to-morrow who is to be Pope 

Rome, the last day of 1521. >• 

This witness of everything participated in every- 
thing as well. It was not only his gift of observa- 
tion and his wide-open eyes which were of use 
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to him all his quahtics played their parts. In 
any other age one could scarcely imagine a man 
GO gifted in so many different ways “ Speaahza- 
tion ” has become, in our days, almost a dogma 
A man who is mterested in several arts or saences 
and will not consent to dispense with all his facul- 
ties save one, exates a chrome mistrust The 
man, on the other hand, who remains obstinately 
indifferent to any ideas foreign to his own pro- 
fession, mspircs m mtelhgent persons the respect 
which Hindoos have for a fakir But that is not 
without Its inconvenienccswith regard to soaabihty 
For a speaahst is like a man who can make only 
one gesture, always the same. When people have 
no further need for that gesture they have no further 
need for him either Placed among other men, 
whose movements, though less perfect, are more 
vaned, he reimnds them of an automaton, and 
though superior m one point he appears, as regards 
his abihty as a whole, to be mfenor 

But the man who has dabbled in many kinds of 
knowledge and been interested m various arts and 
sports, and is thus able to render soaety the different 
services which it expects of him, as and when 
required, has always been preferred by “ the 
world,” just as by adopting m turn the various 
attitudes suggested by human emotions he appears, 
to connoisseurs of souls, more “ aesthetic.” In 
Castighone one finds a perfect example of this 
kind of “ soaal man,” to whom nothing human 
IS foreign and who, indeed, must be thus if he 
is to harmonize with his age To order an edition 
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from Manuzio and armour from Missaglia, to 
supervise a stable of racehorses and suggest subjects 
for the frescoes of die Stanze, to lead fifty lances 
to war and compose the prologue for a comedy, 
to draw up a plan for a dovecote or one for the 
decoration of a theatre, to unearth from under 
the Rome of die Popes, the Rome of the Emperors 
and then to go as ambassador to London or Madrid 
and fill the diplomatic archives with shrewd, 
prudent, precise, carefully-worded letters referring 
to the most subdc negotiations — all that, in a 
man of that epoch and rank, was not dilettantism 
and clever pastime, but the obligations of his 
appointment or the services expected of his talents. 

The equilibrium of his features is not deceptive, 
then. We have not what is commonly called a 
“ great man ” before us, because there was nothing 
excessive about him and because greatness only 
appears in a man, as in a building, when some 
disproportion is apparent in the different parts. 
But we have a complete man — one who did every- 
thing gracefully, a model of equihbrium in a 
society of very unstable minds and consequently 
in very intricate situations. 

Yet in tliis perfectly ordered mask tliere is one 
thing which attracts us more than all the rest — 
and that is the eyes. Castiglione believed that 
the eyes revealed die fundamentals of a human 
being. In the Corteglano he devotes the following 
passage to them : 

They are faithful messengers bearing an embassy from the 
heart They often show the passion which is within more 
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effectively tban tio the tongue itself or letters or other messengers, 
so that they not only disdose thoughts but often lovingly embrace 
the heart of the loved one. For these eager spirits which issue 
from the eyes to be begoften near the heart, entering similarly mto 
the eyes which they seelt, like an arrow to its mark, come naturally 
to the heart as if it were their dwelling and there mmgle with 
those other spirits, and, with the very subtle land of blood which 
they take with them they infect the blood near the heart which 
they approach, warming it and making it like themselves, ready 
to receive the vision which they have brought as if purposclv 
for It Thus ffiese messengers, constantly going and returning, 
by thu rood from eyes to heart and carrying back the priming and 
the tmderbox of beauty and grace, set ahght, by the wind of desire, 
that flame which is so ardent and which never ceases to bunt 


Let U8 qucsQoD his eyes then, that we may 
penetrate a httle further into his soul Their 
reply is very melancholy They arc benevolent, 
but sad , clear and bathed m blue hght, but humid, 
as though wet with tears too tender not to be 
pamed, as well as amused, by cverythmg which they 
reflect. We must seek something else m his life, 
then, besides pubhc facts and oflicial words, apparent 
success — the mask which was the envy of all 

Compared with his contemporanes Castighonc 
could be classed as a “ happy man ” he was not 
assassinated, nor flung mto a dungeon, nor exiled 
for ever, nor nimed by avil war, nor saddened by 
the loss of many of those near to him, and, takin g 
It all round, the causes which he fought for were 
tnumphant m the end — even m his lifetime — 
which 15 the supreme honour for a man of action 
Of enemies he had just enough to prove to himself 
that he did not pass unnoticed by evd men and 
fools — and he bad innumerable friends But 
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things take on the semblance of tlie souls which 
they afflict, and just as it is said that there arc no 
illnesses but only sick persons, so one can say, in 
a certain sense, that there arc no misfortunes but 
only unfortunate human beings. Castiglionc was 
one of dicse. He had not that robust scepticism 
and that enormous appetite for success in which 
Aretino, the fat, bearded majordomo whom we see 
in the Marriage in Cana in the Louvre, rejoiced. 
The bnlhance of his own career did not prevent 
him from feeling the effects of all the misery 
which afflicted Italy in that terrible XVIth century 
in which he lived : and in spite of his equable 
soul, one can here and there guess his feelings. 

First, patriotic grief. He hid it as much as 
possible and kept quiet about it, but it was gnawing 
at him unceasingly. Sometimes he gave himself 
away by a word or two. Once it was a propos 
costume. He complained tliat it was always being 
imposed upon Italians by foreigners of one kind 
or another. The invasion of his country by the 
fashions of the “ great powers ” seemed to him a 
sign of another invasion, augur lo di servitu. 

There is not a nation which has not made us 
its prey, and httle though there is now left for them 
to take, they still continue to pillage. But I do 
not want to talk of such painful subjects,” says 
Federigo Fregoso, in the Cortegiano. That 
was all. 

On another occasion it was d propos the prefer- 
ence shown by the Italians to letters rather than 
to arms. 
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With all their literary knowlcd^ the Italians have shown 
htdc courage m arms for a lon^ time past But it would be 
still more shameful for us to publish the »ct than for the French 
to be Ignorant of letters. The best thing is to be silent 
on a sulgcct which one cannot recall without pain. 

And he passes to another subject. The author 
of the Cortegtano was, in every sense of the 
expression, what M Paul Bourget calls “ the in- 
tellectual moment in a warlike race ” , but the 
“ moment ** did not forget the “ race.** When 
the humanist, strolling through Rome, wrote the 
verses which Du BcUay translated thus 

Sacrer coitaux, ct Tons sainctcs rumes, 

Qui le scul nom de Rome retenez 

Las, peu k peu cendre vous devenez. 

Fable du peuple et publiqucs rapines 1 

Trmes d^rt, vircr donoues conte« 

Car ft le Tctnps finist chose si dure 
II fimra la peme que j endure.* 

It was at heart the soldier and the patriot who was 
complaimng And the nun which he mourns was 
not that of fallen marbles alone. 

There were, too, life’s domestic embarrassments 

1 Joxchun da BelUy /rr it Rtat Vll ptstlm Cud 

gUacie I text a u folkmi 

Snpetbi colb c vol ttcre rume 
Qie*l Dome sol di Roma tncHor tenete 

In poco cener per ewTene letc 
£ bute al rolgo dl farola al fine. 

ViTTo donqae fra mid mamr contento, 

Che lel Tempo da fini a ci6 ch i m terra 
Dari fom anchor fine al mio tonnento. 
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Too much the great lord not to incur debts, and 
too much the honest bourgeois to remain indifferent 
to them, the Duke of Urbino’s ambassador groaned 
at being unceasingly forced to ask for money from 
his old mother living among her farm hands at 
Casatico. And his sufferings were not lessened by 
receiving a letter such as the following, which we 
should read in front of his portrait in the Louvre 
if we would realize how precaiious was the frame- 
work which upheld these sumptuous Renaissance 
establishments : , 

Francesco Piperario asks to be paid daily, and with reason, 
but I do not know how I can comply I have sold several loads 
of gram but the price is falling every day and the cost of carts and 
horses is considerable I have had a lot of trouble with our 
peasants over the cartage of this grain I have agreed to pay 
half the cost of the journey to Desenzano, which is no further 
than Mantua But they will not hear of that, as they say they 
would have to find their own food and spend a night away from 
home, which would cost more than going to Mantua They 
declare that the stones on the road break up their carts and have 
many other things to grumble at So that for this reason and 
many others I am very anxious for you to return home But I 
know how hopeless is this wish for you to come back ! . . . 

When he read complaints such as this, the pro- 
vincial squireen which in many ways he still 
remained, was momentarily re-born beneath his 
cosmopolitan humanism. He recalled the old 
manor house, the river and its mill, the htigious 
neighbours, the devoted servants, the cunning 
peasants and all the famihar surroundings of his 
youth. It was as though the tree felt its roots 
drawing it downwards again. Then he would 
forget it all m a conversation about Plato with 
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Pietro Bembo or Bibbiena But a tinge of melan- 
choly would none the less rcmam with him 
Deeper stdl m his heart he bore the melancholy 
of a sentimental sohtudc, which took many years 
to pass away Just as he was reaching the age 
when mamage no longer tempted him, everyone 
wanted him to marry He did not refuse, but let 
the match-makers do their best, with an amused 
eye on their manoeuvres , and httle by htde, simply 
as a result of the passing of time, their efforts came 
to nothmg m the most natural way in the world 
He was to marry, in succession, a Media, a MatU- 
nengo, a Visconti, a Boiardo, a Stanga, a Cavahen, 
a Correggio, a Borromeo, a Tnvulzio, a Rangone 
and others besides so many were there and so 
certain was it in each case that a whole book could 
be written entitled The Nuptial Candidatures oj 
B Castiglione In the end this conspiracy on 
the part of the whole of Italy to make him happy 
resulted m mduang him to marry, at the age of 
thirty-aght, a girl of barely fifteen, a certain 
Ippohta Tovelh, whose father, the Count of Monte- 
chiarugo, had been a professional condottiere and 
whose mother had thought it her duty to murder 
her first husband while he was asleep m bed 

Castighone was m no way fnghtened at this 
atavism, and he was nght. It was a dehghtful 
marnage, referred to even m the convents 

“ I rejoice with you, my sister, m thmking 
that you are marrymg so noble a kmght as Messire 
Baldassare,” wrote a nun of the order of Corpus 
Chnst! to the young fiancfc. “ He is a man of 
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whom everyone speaks, nowadays, as being superior 
to all others in talent and charm as well as in 
beauty.” 

But they were not often together. Since Bal- 
dassare was in Rome, looking after his master’s 
interests, whilst Ippolita remained in the old family 
palace at Mantua busy with her newly-born 
children, their household was separated, but that 
seemed only to unite them more closely. She 
would write to him thus : 

I want one thing only and that is to see you again and when I 
think that I have got to live another fortnight without you, it is 
as though fourteen swords were piercing my heart 

To which he replied : 

Though you have been eighteen days without a letter from me, 
my dear wife, I have certainly not been four hours without 
thinking of you And since then you must have had lots of 
letters from me, so that I have made honourable amends for the 
past But in truth you are very much more to blame than I 
am, for you only write to me when you have nothing else to do 
But still your last letter was a very long one, thank God ^ You 
tell me to find out from our Count Ludovic how much you love 
me. I could retort by telling you to ask the Pope how much I 
love you, for all Rome certainly knows, and everyone tells me that 
I am sad and preoccupied because I am not with you I do not 
attempt to deny it and so everyone is hoping that I will send to 
fetch you from Mantua and bring you here to live with me in 
Rome Think it over and tell me if you would like to come 
And tell me, joking apart, if there is anything in Rome which 
you would like if so I will not fell to bring it for you But I 
should like to know what would really please Jrou most, for I 
shall turn up one fine morning at a moment when you least 
expect me, to find you still in bed and declaring that you had 
just been dreaming about me — in which statement there will not 
be a word of truth I I cannot tell you yet what day I shall be 
leaving Rome, but I hope it will be soon Meanwhile, do not 
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forget me, go on loving me, and tell yourself that 1 never forget 
you and that I love you mfimtcly — more than I can lay- — and 
that I commend myself to you with all my heart. 

Roue, the last day of jfugustt *5*9 

He was destined to sec but little more of her 
A year later, that is to say, after only four years 
of mamed hfe, he had a letter from her when he was 
again in Rome, announcing that she had just 
been dehvered of a daughter She apologized for 
the fact that it was not a son, and added that she was 
rather ill 

“ I would like to know if the baby has blue 
eyes,” our diplomat answered But she did not 
receive that answer She was dead Isabella 
d'Este and her son, at the Mantuan Court, were 
very worried to know how they could best inform 
the poor, absent husband, who was very much 
in love, and occupied m weeping literary tears 
over the ruins of antiquity in far-off Rome, that 
his owTi fireside, but newly built, had crashed m 
nuns with his happiness. It was deaded in the 
end to despatch a messenger to Cardinal Bibbicna, 
who was his intmate fnend, to tell the latter to 
break the news gradually 

The messenger amved, one fine August evening, 
whilst Casughone was at supper and discoursing 
memly — perhaps, however, with that ungc of 
melancholy which could scarcely have ever left him, 
smee It persisted even at the happiest penod of his 
life — the penod when the portrait was painted 
Bibbicna, having consulted with Cardinal Rangone, 
deaded not to spoil the evening, and merely 
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handed Castiglionc a business letter from tlie 
Marquis Federico Gonzaga. Not dll the next 
day did the cardinals, accompanied by the 
captain of the Ponufical Guard, Annibal Rangonc, 
bring die sad message to Casdglione. The 
humanist’s grief was heart-rending. And these 
men, who had seen so many tragic sights, with dry 
eyes more often dian not, wept when tlicy saw 
him weeping, tlius proving how true it is that 
events only make dieir maximum of impression 
on us tlirough the medium of a human soul. As 
for Castiglione himself, he was always to wear 
mourning for his short-lived happiness. He wan- 
dered about Rome like a soul in torment, and 
ended by seeking consolation from die Holy Fatlicr 
himself. Nor was he disappointed. The Pope 
invited him to a huntmg party 1 

He was destined in tlie end, during tlic last 
years of his life, to endure die melancholy of a 
still greater rum — diat of his policy as Papal Nuncio 
at die Court of Charles-Quint. We can have 
but a vague idea of the diplomacy of that epoch. 
Inclined diougli we are to assert that our modern 
diplomacy is unstable and impotent, we are accus- 
tomed, nowadays, to systems of alliances which last 
many years, sometimes for a quarter of a century, 
and when they are changed die alterations are 
made slowly and widi intelligible graduadons. 
But in the XVIdi century it was a matter of abrupt 
volte-jace very liable to unhorse the knight con- 
cerned. Negotiations, moreover, were interspersed 
with violent incidents which no man could foresee, 
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for modem disapline was a thing practically 
unknown m the armies of those days and everyone 
fought or, on the other hand, treated for his own 
ends Julia Cartwnght’s fine work on Castighone 
gives a summary of his career as a diplomat and 
should he read to gain some idea of its infinite 
complexity ' Placed between the Pope and the 
Emperor, by both of whom he w’as equally loved 
and admired, but who had no great hking and no 
admiration at all for each other, Castighone spent 
bis time in reconciling these two halves of God ” 
— as arduous, punctdious and dehcate a task as 
there could be He had been working at it for 
three years when Clement VII, disregarding 
advice, allowed his pohey to become so hopelessly 
entangled m contradictions that it ended in the 
catastrophe which, in its reaction, was destined to 
kill hun. 

The date of the sack of Rome, 1 527, was one of 
those dates which cut a century in two, a red 
book-marker in the confused mass of pages of 
the history of the times, resembhng the date 
1870-71 m XIXth-century Europe It astounded 
the umverse and struck it with greater horror than 
the capture of Constantinople had done The 
capture of Constantinople had been hke the death 
of a feeble old man, who for a long time had been 
gettmg less jnd less important, and whose end had 
^ been hourly expected But the capture of Rome 
was hke a thunderbolt striking an organism in the 

' Balddsttre CdUlg/itwe tkt Pirfett CfftnUr His Lift LtSUn 
547^' 5^9 Sy Jxilk Oirtwnght (Mn Ad/) i voli^ Londoo 1908 
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prime of youth and bursting with vigour. It 
proved that no man was safe and thereby terrified 
everyone. It was, too, one of those abrupt returns 
to primitive barbarism, which ruined the one city 
in the world wherein civilization and humanism 
had amassed the greatest number of treasures. 
The Emperor, doubtless, desired tlic capture of 
Rome, but he could not have wanted what followed. 
The soldiery broke entirely loose from its leaders 
and caused the conquerors to tremble almost 
as much as tlic conquered. In this we can sec yet 
another resemblance to the last convulsions of the 
Commune. It would seem, indeed, that it was 
the same giant in each case — the Atlas of the 
people, sleeping in his chains, who, rousing himself 
at long intervals, shakes die table at which the gods 
live and love, play, strive and amuse themselves, and 
then re-assumes for a long time, sometimes for 
centuries, his stooping and motionless posture. 

No one was so heart-broken as Castighonc, for 
if there was one man in die world whose task it 
was to prevent this catastrophe, he was that man, 
and he had not prevented it. And not only had 
he not prevented it, he had foreseen it, for which 
Clement VII could not forgive him. For prophets 
of evil, always unpopular, become even more so 
when events prove diem right. The diplomat’s 
activity, however, was not relaxed.. From the 
moment he heard the news of die sack of Rome and 
of the captivity of the Pope he encouraged mani- 
festations on the part of the Spanish clergy in 
favour of his master, and sent an express despatch 
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to him to reiissure him. Once Clement VII was 
out of danger Castighone took, up his able polemical 
pen to defend the Papacy and its temporal power 
agamst the attacks of the disaples of Erasmus and 
to denounce a latent Lutheranism which had 
spread even to Cathohe Spam In the end he 
succeeded The understandmg between the two 
sovereigns was renewed and the departure of Charles- 
Qumt for Italy was dcaded upon Castighone’s 
long effort then received its reward, as did his 
disinterestedness, for with a dignified feehng very 
rare in those times he had refused all the Emperor s 
favours until the day when peace — and a peace 
with honour for the Papacy — had been concluded 
But the marks of the cxpenence were too deep 
to be effaced He knew happiness no more In 
a letter to his son, written in Latm, which was to 
be his wdl, he quoted sadly these hncs by Virgil 

Dtscc, pucr, nrtutem cx me vcrumquc Uborem j 

FortuiuLm ex aliis. 

which, m his opmion, epitomized his hfc 

Another cause of melancholy, the greatest after 
a certam age is reached, was the absence of those 
whom he had loved People died young m those 
days, and groups of affinities were quickly broken 
up to enjoy life in the XVIth century one had 
to love htde or else forget much Castighone was 
not successful at forgettmg the faces which had 
dchghted his youth — those at the Court of Urbmo, 
those of his brothers-m-arms who had fallen heroi- 
cally, facmg the enemy or m ambush, of philoso- 
phers with their subtle discourse, of artists with their 
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fresh entliusiasms, of women — and especially those 
women whose smiles, now four hundred years old, 
still illumine the museums of France and Italy. 

“ So many of my friends and masters have left 
me alone in this life, as if in an uninhabited desert,” 
he used to say. 

Nothing in tlie world which surged round 
him seemed to equal what had disappeared. In his 
youth he had amused himself at the expense of 
older people, when he heard them say : “ Ah, 

if you had only known Duke Borso ! Ah, if you 
had only heard Piccinino * ” and he had suspected 
that these people were weeping less for the merits 
of Duke Borso than for their own youth. But there 
comes a day when each of us, witliout noticing it 
very much, begins to say, “ Ah, if you had only 
known Duke Borso ! ” or again, like old Nestor 
in the first book of tlie Iliad : “ No, I have 
never seen and I shall never see men like Piri- 
thoos, Dryas, -dEneas, Exadius, Polypheme ! . . .” 
Castiglione, more than most men, had a veneration 
for his own memories — tliat yearning for every- 
thing of oneself that one has buried with those 
one has loved. Unceasingly, amidst tlie clamour 
of the world, he allowed himself to give ear to and 
to regret what the poet calls : 

The inflexion of dear voices which have been stilled 

• 

He wanted to hear them once again before he 
died and — since they remained dumb — to give 
himself the illusion, he made them talk. He 
published the Cortegtano. 
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J BOOK 

T he cortegiano is not a book 

It IS a man, a man brought up on many 
books, It IS true, but more BUll on expen- 
ence, facts and sights seen with his own eyes, 
put m their nght perspective and mellowed by 
the passage of the years — that patma of time which 
modem hterature scarcely knows 
Twenty-one years elapsed between its first 
conception m 1507 and its pubhcation in 1528 
Baldassare was thmlung about it all his life, working 
on It, coming back to it, touching it up, showing 
It to his fnends and then, having given it to 
everyone, he died '■ 

Its success was enormous, and editions m every 
language followed each other rapidly The Corte- 
giano was already famous before it was ever pub- 
hshcd It had been bandied about, sui rosa, in 
manuscript, and had been copied here and there. 
It was this last fact which made CasUghone decide 
to have it pubhshed officially, “ much preferring,” 
he said, “ to see it issued imperfect from my own 
hand than to have it mutilated by the copyists ” 

^ Cf // Ctrugia* of Count Baldinare Cud^Kxie, umoUted end Hlos 
tnted 'bj Vittono Cun Florence, 1910 \ *nd Baltwar CwtiDmoii, 
Le Ptrfsit tmuUted i^Gtbnd ChapoT*, Tounnge*u, Ptrn, 

1585 
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He was then in Spain. He revised his manuscript, 
touched up certain passages here and there, cor- 
rected the copyists’ mistakes and then sent it to 
Aldo Manuzio. He wrote thus to his servant, one 
Cristoforo Tirabosco : 


I have sent my book to Venice to be printed by the Asola 
printers The book has been placed in the hands of the 
Magnifico Jean-Baptiste Ramusio, secretary to the Venetian 
Government, and His Magnificence will give the printers all 
instructions necessary in the matter I am writing to Venice 
to say that a thousand and thirty copies of the work arc to be 
printed and that I propose to pay half the expenses, because, of 
this thousand, five hundred copies arc to be mine The thirty 
supplementary copies will also be for me and arc to be printed on 
special paper de Ittxc^ as close and fine- woven as possible — m 
fact the best that can be found in Venice 

On receipt of my letter you arc to go at once to Venice, find the 
Magnifico Ramusio and give him tlie enclosed letter, which 
informs him that you are my servant and that you have orders to 
confirm whatever His Magnificence may decide regarding the 
price of publication This, tlicn, is what you have got to arrange 
Before everything else the paper dc luxe for the thirty copies . 
you are to search everywhere to get it and you are to show a 
sample of it to the said Magnifico Ramusio if he is satisfied with 
It, then you are to buy it, but you arc not to do so without his 
approval. As regards other cx^icnscs you will do whatever His 
Magnificence directs and you will hand over to him whatever 
money he may require When you start, you had better take 
fifty ducats, which I will tell my mother to give you, and if you 
need more she will give it you on your return to Mantua When 
the book is printed I intend to present a hundred and thirty of 
the copies which I am reserving for myself to my friends and 
relations and to sell the remaining four hundred in order to recoup 
myself for the money I have spent and perhaps make a little 
profit if possible It would be as well, I think, to sell the whole 
lot to one bookseller, to save trouble . . . 

Valladolid, 9/A Jpril, iS'i'], 
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The de luxe copies were for the Marquis Fcdenco 
Gonzaga, for the latter’s mother, Isabella d’Este, 
for Etmdia Pia, for the young Duchess of XJrbmo 
and a few other beautiful ladies for the humanists, 
also — the Bishop of Bayeux, Ludovico da Canossa, 
Messire Jean-BapUste Ramusio , and finally one 
single copy on vellum, bound “ in the most beauti- 
ful way, in leather, embeUishcd with knots and 
fohage and with gilt edges,” was no doubt intended 
for Charles-Quint. 

From its first appearance m i 528 the Coriegiano 
became a book that every man of the world was 
obhged to read, something which one hved on, 
which even the least mtellcctual persons knew 
about and which was found on those shelves which 
were poorest m books and where ordmanly only 
things of practical use were to be seen But that 
docs not mean that it is to be regarded as the Gospel 
of a new age Like all books whose popularity is 
immediate, the Cortegtano did not go beyond 
Its own times When one walks quicker than the 
crowd one walks alone. But it gives all of us some 
conception of the dim ideal of the best men of that 
penod It is a portrait, not preasely of the 
“ perfect courtier ” — for m many passages in it 
Court life IS criticized — but of the " man at 
Court ” and not only of such but of what we would 
call nowadays a “ man of the world,” and m many 
points Simply of the honest man or honest woman 
It was, in fact, addressed to anyone of that penod, 
except a monk, who could read And it was wntten 
m the simplest, most luad and most f amili ar style 
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It was not, then, accurately speaking, a philoso- 
phical work, but a manual on how to live. But in 
truth all the philosophies of tlic world end by 
being manuals on how to live, unless they end in 
nothing at all — ^v^diich is no rare thing. But here 
the form in which the advice is couched, without 
being didactic, is nevertheless much more precise 
than it is witli the philosophers, and its application 
is more direct. Hence, though we may doubt 
that the Cortegiano shows us the exact physiognomy 
of the man of tlie Renaissance period, it certainly 
shows us the physiognomy he would have liked 
to possess. A portrait painter’s true skill lies not 
m producing a portrait which is like his model, 
but in producing one which his model would wish 
to be like. And in tliat Castiglione certainly 
succeeded. Of tins there is an abundance of 
evidence ; and as an intriguing example of it we 
may quote that of the famous Vittoria Colonna, 
Marchioness of Pescara. In 1524, long before 
the publication of the book, when she had spent 
the whole winter reading the manuscript in her 
retreat at Marino, she wrote thus to Castiglione : 

I feel myself as little capable of saying what I think of it as 
you are, so you pretend, of saying what you think of the beauty 
of the Duchess But as I promised to give you my opinion 
and as I do not feel obliged to pay you compliments on what 
you know better than I do, I will tell you the bare truth quite 
simply I affirm, with an oath which will prove the force of my 
affirmation — por vtda del Marchh, my senor — that I have never 
seen and that I never expect to see a work in prose superior, or 
even equal, to this Apart from the novelty and beauty of the 
subject, the excellence of the style is such that little by little, 
without the least shock, we are led up to pleasant and fruitful 
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haghts, and that wc ascend unceasingly without notiang that we 
are no longer on the plain whence wc ttarted. Our pathway 
IS so wdl cultivated and adorned that it is difficult to say whether 
art or nature has done the more to embellish the joumey 
I had not meant to say more, but I cannot pass over in rlencc 
another point which exales my admiration to an c\cn higher 
degree . It has alwa^a seemed to me that a man writing m Latin 
has the same ad\’antage over other authors as goldsmiths, worlung 
in gold, have over other men working in copper Howes cr 
simple ^cjr work may be, the excellence of their material is such 
that It cannot fail to be beautiful, whereas bronze or copper, 
however delicately and marvdlously they may be wrought, will 
never equal gold and will alwa)’s suffer by comparison with It. 
But your modem Italian has so rare a majesty that its charm need 
not yield to that of any Latin work m prose. 


There is one quality which she docs not mention 
and which is precisely the one which is the salva- 
tion of the book — and that is life the Ufe of an 
impassioned discussion, bringing on the scene 
people who actually wasted, with their indmdual 
traits perfectly recognizable, and a battle of ideas 
which actually took place and which made a pro- 
found impression upon the author It will be 
enough to say who the people were, and what the 
batde was about, to explain the whole booL 
In March 1 507 chance brought together at the 
top of the rock of Urbino, in the palace with the 
tall spires which overlooks the aty, some of the 
most brilliant minds of the Renaissance, and also 
some of Its most notonous assassins. There were 
together there for several days Pietro Bembo, the 
humamst, who was later a cardinal , GiuUano dc 
Media, the good tyrant, who sleeps nowadays in 
Michael Angelo’s Night , Cnstoforo Romano, the 
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autlior of our bust of Beatrice d’Este in the Louvre ; 
Francesco Maria della Rovere, the warrior whom 
one can see in the Uffizi, painted by Titian, in 
armour, with his general’s baton on his hip ; Dovizi 
da Bibbiena, called II Bel Bernardo, formerly a 
perfect secretary in the love affairs of young 
Florentines, and a future cardinal, known by the 
portrait which Raphael painted of him, now in the 
Pitti Palace ; Ludovico da Canossa, the Franco- 
phile diplomat who later became Bishop of Bayeux ; 
Ludovico Pio, the dauntless captain ; Ottaviano 
Fregoso, the future Doge of Genoa, destined for 
a cruel end, and his brother Federigo Fregoso ; 
Gasparo Pallavicino, a misogynist of twenty-two, 
and also the soldier-poet, Caesar Gonzaga ; Accolti, 
called the JJmco Aretino, less genial than his 
famous namesake, but himself a brilliant extem- 
ponzer and unusually clever ; and finally Casti- 
glione himself, recently back from his embassy 
to London — all in the prime of life, and as happy as 
people setting sail together who have not yet been 
separated by storms nor dulled by ports of call. 

Why were all these people at Urbino ? In 
considering this eagle’s nest perched so high in one 
of the most desolate and inaccessible districts in 
Italy, and off the main routes and lines of communi- 
cation of the population, it is not easy to understand 
its power of attraction for the best minds of the 
XVIth century : and less easy still to understand 
how those three geniuses of grace and proportion, 
Raphael, -Bramante and Castiglione himself, issued 
from it. There are two things in explanation, 
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however the excellent hbrary of the Dukes of 
Urbmo and the presence of Ehsabetta Gonzaga. 
Inquirers and talkers found there a treasury of 
books and a beautiful lady who would hsten to 
them What could be more decisive ? “ Do you 
expect to stay long at this reception f ” someone 
asked a brilliant Restoration wit. “ I shall remam 
a long time if people hsten to me,” was the naive 
reply Pietro Bembo, of Venetian origin, came to 
stay a few days at Urbmo, with forty ducats m his 
pocket. People hstened to him. He stayed there 
for SIX years 

The Duchcaa [tatd Owughoncl •ecmed like a chaai holdjjig us 
pleasantly united, so that never was agreement or cordial love 
between brothers greater than that which existed between us. A 
iraular friendship was evidenced between us and the ladies, with 
whom one could converse freely and smcerely i and esrh of us 
was allowed to talk, ct, joke or laugh with whichever of them 
he pleased. But Madame the Duchess s wishes were held m 
such great reverence that this very liberty acted as a powerful 
curb, and there was not one of us who md not consider it the 
greatest pleasure m the world to please this lady or who did not 
consider it very regrettable to di^llease her 

The daytime was spent m huntmg, tournaments, 
ndes and games of all sorts, m which Duke Gmdo- 
baldo could not take much part as he was crippled 
with gout, but m which he, a connoisseur, acted 
as judge, with scrupulous fairness. In the evenmgs 
they used tq dance, or have music and smgmg, 
accompanying themselves on the lute or gravtcem- 
bah, or play scarttno, or talk — espeaally talk. 
The Duke, owmg to his health, would retire to his 
own rooms soon after supper Then everyone 
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went to the Duchess’s apartments. Ladies and 
knights would sit in a circle, grouping themselves 
without formality at the dictates of mutual liking 
or chance, hut alternately, first a knight and then 
a lady, until there were only men left — they being 
more numerous — and these would sit anyhow. A 
subject would be proposed, some problem of 
morals or love, a cryptic motto, an ideal of life or 
of feminine beauty — anything which might disclose 
someone’s secret hopes or vague regrets. There 
would be diffidence at first and excuses : the 
subject would be declared unsuitable. But the 
Duchess was inflexible. This was the price payable 
for the success of the game, of tlie gtoco. Then 
someone would take his chance, and put forward 
an opinion, which would always be liable to shock 
someone else. There would be an answer, and 
an answer to the answer : a third opinion would 
run counter to the two first and conversation would 
soon become general. 

This “ general conversation ” was a dialogue in 
form and a lecture in subject — to say nothing of its 
stage effects : entrances, exits, gestures, miming, 
which sometimes made it resemble a comedy. It 
was not a “ lecture ” because it was a dialogue, and 
because everyone took part in it, entered into the 
subject, cut It short or switched it into another 
channel when so inclined ; but it, was not an 
ordinary dialogue because since everything that 
was said was heard by everyone nothing was 
confidential. Moreover, in order that everyone 
could take a share, it was very necessary that the 
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subject chosen should be of the most general nature, 
and m that it was something like a “ lecture ” But 
what not even the best arranged lecture or the best 
regulated stage scene possesses is the charm of 
improvization, the joy in seeing ideas bom and 
thoughts grow and tite shape hkc clay m the potter’s 
hands, with the hesitations and the groping, but 
also with the vivaaty and freshness, of anythmg 
that IS coming to life for the first time. 

Such was the kind of talk at Urbmo m those 
rooms which had been built by Luaano di Laurana 
and decorated by Ambrogio da Milano, Domenico 
RosseUi, Diotallcvi, Francesco di Giorgio Martini, 
where cupids and angels, carrying garlands, hunt- 
ing the wild boar, danang, ndmg on dolphins, 
bnghtened the friezes and the chimney-pieces , 
where flowers and eagles, shells, cherubim and 
fish svith human heads, vines with twining tendrils 
and com bursting into car, framed the doorways 
with a decorative fancy as fine, as dehcate and as 
vaned as any ever seen Surrounded by the 
marvels of mtarttatura by Jacomo, overlooked by 
the figures of the Arts and Sciences of Juste of 
Ghent and Melozzo da Forh, now in London and 
Bcrhn, thoroughly impregnated with that 
atmosphere whidi Raphael breathed m his child- 
hood, the talkers had only to raise their eyes or 
make a gesture to summon the most exqmsite 
reahUcs as witnesses to their ideals 
The woman who controlled the debates was 
the beautiful Emiha Pia, widow of the Montefeltro 
who fought agamst the French at Fomovo She 

341 




Celebrities of the Italian Renaissance 

never left Elisabetta Gonzaga, who delegated full 
powers to her to direct the conversation. Her 
fine intellectual head, her straight, solid and rather 
masculine profile, her biting irony discouraged 
lovers, as later on her smiling death, far from 
pious, was to alarm tlie devout. She was simply 
a brain — ^with beautiful eyes. She adored the clash 
of words and ideas, quick retorts and the finesse 
of attack, tlie sort of philosophic tournaments in 
which the women of those days were not afraid to 
see scholars do battle in their honour. 

In the ordinary way the women were better 
able to judge these contests than to understand 
them. But Emilia Pia did understand them, and 
when tlie passages of arms became too subtle or 
rancorous she would call the competitors sharply 
to order. One evening Giuliano de Medici was 
engaged with Gasparo Pallavicino in an abstruse 
wrangle on the feminine character of “ matter ” 
as opposed to the masculine character of “ form,” or 
on the predominance of matter in woman and of 
form in men. 

“ For the love of God,” said Emilia Pia, “ let 
your ‘ matter ’ and your ‘ form * and your mas- 
cuhne and feminine alone for once in a way, and 
speak in a way we can understand : for tliough we 
heard and quite understood the ill which Signor 
Gasparo and Signor Ottaviano said of -us, we can 
make nothing of your way of defending us ! ” 

Their discourse was interrupted by all kinds of 
incidents. One evening the sound of footsteps 
and loud voices resounded under the arches and 
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suddenly they saw the young Francesco Mana 
deUa Rovere and his retinue, just returned from a 
journey, appear in the torchhght. He had asked 
the whereabouts of his aunt, the Duchess, and had 
been told that she was presiding over a hterary 
circle where the good quahnes which a courtier 
ought to possess were bemg discussed — and he 
had burned thither so that he should not lose a 
word of such an intnguing debate. On another 
occasion all the ladies sprang up at a sign from 
the Duchess and surrounded young Pallavicmo, 
threatenmg to slay him if he contmued to speak ill 
of women To which, amid shouts of laughter, he 
retorted 

“ You can see very well that you are wrong I 
Here you are, wanting to use force, and in that 
way close the discusaon by what one might call a 
Itceima bracctesea 1 ” 

It was dunng these evening meetings that there 
gradually shaped itself m their nunds the type of 
the perfect courtier, the Cortegtano, which was 
re-drawn later on by Castighone. Reading the 
account of this gtoco it would seem that they amused 
themselves m putting together a work of art hit 
by bit, m gradually carving out a precious statue 
Each of them took a hand in it m turn This lasted 
four whole evenings First of all Ludovico da 
Canossa enumerated the talents required by a 
courtier, and his moral and intellectual character 
Then Fedengo Fregoso explained the use which 
this courtier should make of his talents and Bibbiena 
the use that he should make of his mind Giuhano 
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de Medici next showed what the ideal woman at 
his side should be like. Ottaviano Fregoso des- 
cribed the perfect Cortegtano in his relations with 
and behaviour to his sovereign. And, finally, 
Pietro Bembo took up this artistically worked clay 
and breathed into it the divine breath which was to 
make it live. 

The evening on which the final touch was put 
to It may be taken as the culminating point of 
Humanism. Renaissance thought here reached its 
zenith. They had assembled as usual in a large 
room in the Urbino palace. The evening was 
well advanced, for they had had to search the 
whole palace to find Ottaviano Fregoso, who was 
busy giving an account of the perfect courtier to 
his prince. While waiting for him tliey had had 
some dancing. At last he appeared, and they 
started off with the question of whether the perfect 
courtier ought to be in love. It had already been 
setded that to be a real statesman the Cortegiano 
ought not to be young. And it had also been 
agreed that it was ridiculous for a man of ripe years 
to be in love. Never dieless a man was not complete, 
said Bembo, unless he loved someone. How, then, 
would he get over the contradiction, he was asked. 

“ Quite easily,” he retorted, “ if one knows what 
ideal love is.” 

Love IS nothing else but a certain desire to enjoy beauty, and 
since this desire is only exercised on kno%vn things, knowledge 
must alvrays precede desire the latter by its nature always tends 
towards what is good, but it is blind and docs not recognize it 
Nature, however, has so ordained things that to all clear-sighted 
virtue there is joined an appetitive virtue and since in our soul 
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there xrc three way* of knowing things — by our senses, by our 
reason and by our soul itself — therefore from the senses springs 
appetite, which we have in common with the animals ; from 
reason springs choice, which is mans prerogaosej from the 
intuitive soul, through which man can communicate with the 
angels, springs wiU-power Similarly, as the senses can know 
nothing exce pt perceptible thin^ it is only these latter which the 
appetite desires, and as the mtcOigcncc can only be directed to the 
contemplation of intdhgiblc things, the will power thnves only 
on spintual honesty Man, with a nature capable of reasoning, 
placed half way between these two octremes, can, at hii own choice, 
by stooping down to the senses or by lifting himsdf up towards 
intellect, gi\c himself up to his desire for the one or the other 
TYie^ are, dnen, two ways td Aesirmg beauty, wYneb generaY 
term applies to all things, rutural or artinaal, composed m correct 
proportion and on a scale oactly suited to their nature. 

Bembo began thus, and then, at a time when 
nothing, neither hate nor love, \vas platonic and in 
a ardc of men seething with brutal passions, he 
went on to talk of ideal beauty, which was nothing 
else but “ the real trophy of the sours victory, 
when, through dmne virtue, it masters physical 
nature and by its light dominates the darkness of 
the body ” He said 

It i* an effluvium of divine goodness, which, m truth, spreads 
Itself over all created thing*, as sunlight does. When, hoivevcr, 
it comes upon a well proportioned face which possesses a certain 
fortunate harmony of colouring and i* cnhanc^ by correct lines 
and well arranged measurements, this effluvium of the divine 
goodness seizes upon that face and shines from it in its greatest 
beauty, for it embdlishc* and illumines with a marvellous grace 
and splendour the subject on which it shines, as a ray of sunlight 
does when it falls upon a fine gold vaic encrusted and diversified 
with preaous stones. Thus it attracts human eyes to it and 
through them it penetrates to the soul and impresses itself there, 
filling the soul with a new grace and cnflamlng it with desire 
for Itself 


345 



Celebrities of the Italian Renaissance 

No objection to this general theory being raised, 
he continued : 

If, then, the soul, seized with a desire to enjoy this beauty 
as being something good, allows itself to be guided by the judgment 
of the senses, it falls into the gravest possible errors Thinking 
that the body, in which beauty is discernible, is the principal 
cause of that beauty, it considers that to enjoy the latter, it must 
be united as intimately as possible with the former — which is 
false , for he who imagines that in possessing the body he will 
enjoy beauty is wrong, for he is moved, not by true knowledge 
due to the choice of reason, but by a false opinion due to the 
appetite of the senses from which it follows that the pleasure 
which ensues is necessarily a false and lying one And all those 
lovers who achieve their desire fell into one or the other of these 
two evils either they are overcome, from the moment their 
desire is satisfied, not only with satiety and boredom, but also with 
hatred for the loved one, as if appetite were repenting of its mistake 
and realized the trap set for it by the false judgment of the senses, 
which made it think that evil was good , or else they remain 
possessed with the same desire and the same greed as those who 
have never reached the goal at which they were aiming 

These premises being admitted — ^and they are very true — I 
maintain that the contrary is the case with those of ripe age If 
the latter, in whom the soul is no longer weighed down by the 
body and whose natural ardours are beginning to slacken, are 
en flamed by beauty and turn towards it, guided by a reasonable 
choice, then they are not deceived and they possess this beauty 
m perfection 

The audience followed him with extreme atten- 
tion. Whilst he was speaking Bembo could see, 
by the dancing hght of torches and by the flicker- 
ing lamps, those rough, strange masks emerge from 
the shadows to grimace at him, in a way not unlike 
that in which we see them now against their dark 
backgrounds within their frames in the Pitti or 
the Ufiizi, their features distinguishable enough but 
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their Eovik impenetrable, for most of them had not 
yet passed through the test of the events which, 
later on, revealed them There was, there, Fran- 
cesco Mana della Rovere who, before that same 
yedr had passed, was to cut the throat of his guest, 
Giovanni Andrea, in arcumstances of the most 
shameful treason, and subsequently to murder 
Cardinal Ahdosi tn the open street , there was 
the Marquis Phoebus de la Ceva, notonous 
afterwards for the murder of one of his cousins , 
there was Pietro da Napoh, whose rapaaty and 
cruelty became renowned, and several other wild 
beasts. But is it not better thus ? For the miracle 
of Orpheus or of Saint Gdrasimc to be accomplished 
beasts were needed as well as samts Fmally, the 
orator could see in front of him Bibbicna, shameless 
in his ambitions, capable of betraying one day 
the hosts who were pampermg him at that very 
moment, and Giuhano de Media, whose intngue 
with the beautiful Pacifica Brandano was to bequeath 
to the hosptce of Urbino a foundhng, afterwards 
famous under the name of Cardmal Ippohto de 
Media 

Giuliano had just been upholding the honour 
of the ladies of his time agamst the enterprise 
of young gallants Bembo, turmng to him, 
answered him thus 

I would have tha lady *how more courtesy to my couraer of 
npe than my Lord Mag;^tfico s ahows to her gallant j and 
I am justified brausc my courocr only denre* honest thmgs, all 
of which the lady can accord him without bang blamed. But my 
Lord Magmfico s lady, who is not *o cxrtam of the modesty of 
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the youthful courtier, can only grant him the honest things and 
must refuse him the dishonest For this reason mine is the 
happier man in that everything he asks is granted him, whereas 
with the other a part is granted and a part refused And that 
you may better realize that rational love is a happier thing 
than sensual love I will tell you that the very things which must 
always be refused to sensual love may be granted to rational love, 
because though m the former they are dishonest in the latter they 
are honest 

Thus the lady, to please her honest lover, besides granting him 
pleasant smiles and familiar and lively observations, besides talking, 
laughing and touching his hand, can even go reasonably and blame- 
lessly as far as a kiss — which m sensual love, according to my 
Lord Magnifico’s rules, is not allowed, because the kiss, being 
partly of the body and partly of the soul, is dangerous in that the 
sensual lover may be drawn towards the bodily part of it rather 
than to that of the soul but the rational lover knows that though 
the mouth is a part of the body, from it issue words (which arc 
the interpreters of the soul) and that inner breath or spirit which 
is also called the soul And for this reason lie delights in kissing 
the lips of the lady he loves, not so that he may be stirred by any 
dishonest desire but because he feels that by this union a way is 
opened to both their souls, which, drawn by their desire for one 
another flow together and mingle one with another, so that each 
of them then has two souls And a single one of these two, thus 
composed, almost controls two bodies So that a kiss may be 
said to be a union of souls rather than of bodies, because it has so 
much strengtli of its own that it draws the soul to itself and almost 
separates it^from the body 

But besides these benefits, the lover will find another and even 
greater one, if he will make use of this love as a ladder to raise 
himself to something much more sublime He will succeed in 
this if, inwardly considering how restricted a thing it is to keep 
himself always tied to contemplating the beauty of a single being, 
and desiring to get free from these very narrow limits, he will, 
by taking thought, add to that beauty such embellishments that 
he will gather to himself all the beauties, and thus torm a universal 
concept of them, finally reducing their multitude to the unity 
of that single one which is so widely spread over the whole of 
human nature 
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It was getting late, but they were listening so 
intently that they did not seem to notice the passage 
of time There is, in the legends of the Golden 
Age, a talc of a marvellous bird which came and 
sang one mormng at the wmdows of a monastery 
and led away after it from tree to tree into the 
very depths of the forest a young monk who was 
curious to hear more of the song When evening 
came the good monk went back to his monastery 
but scarcely recognized cither his brother monks 
or even himself, when he saw himself doubled up 
with age and with a long white beard He had 
spent a hundred years listening to the Celestial 
Burd and had thought that it was but a day 1 
Those who heard Bembo were hkewise enraptured 

He continued thus 

In what mortal language, then, O mon holy love, shall your 
prases worthily be sung 1 Very beauuful, very good, very 
holy, you spnng from the union of beauty and goodness 
and divine wisdom in that union you dwell and in it, as m a 
orde, you return to us. You arc the world’s gentle chain, 
connecting heavenly with earthly things, inclining the higher 
virtues to the governance of the lesser ones, bnnging toch our 
souls to their source and uniting them to it. You muster the 
elements of peace, you urge nature to produce and that which a 
bora to the perpetuation of life. To things divided you give 
union, to things imperfect perfection, to unhlces resemblance, to 
enemies fnenifihip, to the earth i» fruits, to the sea calm, to the 
ilcy the hght which bnngs hfe. May you be the father of true 
pleasures anij graces, of peace, meekness and benevolence, and 
the enemy of barbarous violence and lethargy May you be in 
everything the beginnmg and the end of all that a good 
Correct the errors of the senses, and, after their long madness, 
give them true and lastmg well bemg make us aware of the 
spiritual fragrance which quickens the vmue of inteUigcnce and 
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make us hear the celestial harmony in such perfect unison that 
discordant passion shall find no place in our hearts 

Intoxicate us at that pure spring of liappiness which always 
exhilarates and never wearies, and whose fresh and limpid waters 
give to all who drink them the taste of true blessedness With 
the rays of your light, wipe the film of ignorance from our eyes 
so that we may no longer admire perishable beauty and may learn 
that things are not truly what they first appear to us to be Receive 
our souls, which we offer you as a sacrifice, and consume them in 
that bright flame which purifies from all material grossness, so 
that, separated from tlie body m all things, they may be joined 
to divine beauty by a gentle and eternal bond And thus en- 
raptured, outside our own selves, like true lovers may we be 
able to transform ourselves into the loved object, and, raising 
ourselves above tlie earth, be invited to the angels’ feast, where, 
nourished on ambrosia and immortal nectar, we may at last achieve 
a happy life-in-death, as did before us tliose Fathers of old whose 
souls, by the ardent virtue of contemplation, you enraptured and 
joined with God 

Thus he spoke and remained there, motionless 
and silent, his eyes to Heaven, in ecstasy, come 
stupido. Then the beautiful Emilia Pia, who was 
also known as Emiha Impia, on account of her 
quick and sometimes caustic mind, laid her 
fingers on the lappet of his coat and pulled it 
gently. 

“ Take care, Messer Pietro,” she said, tliat 
with all these ideas of yours, your soul, too, does 
not quit your body.” 

To which Bembo, suddenly awakened, rephed in 
all seriousness : 

“ Well, that would not be the first miracle 
which Love has worked in me ! ” 

Then all of them, with their minds relaxed, began 
to laugh and talk at once. The discussion was 
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Btarting again on the same high level when the 
Duchess cut it short by saymg 
“ To be contmued to-morrow 1 ” 

“ No, this cvcnmg,” said someone 
“ How do you mean, this evenmg ? ” asked the 
Duchess 

“ Because it is already mormng ” 

In a second everyone stood up and went to the 
windows It was true Dawn was already tmging 
the sky and laymg her first roses on the high 
summits of Mount Catna. The stars had vanished, 
the ensp morning air was coemng over the hills 
and in the murmuring forests the concert of the 
awakened birds was begmnmg They went off 
to their own rooms, for the first time without having 
to hght their torches, and without wakmg their 
slumbering pages Pietro Bembo, m his own 
fashion, had just re-enacted the miracle of the 
Celestial Bird A mght had passed as though it 
were but an hour 
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Media, Lceeiuo de (Tlie Magmfi 
cent) 17 il 3* 38 49i5®»57 ^ 
7t 73 73 77 *»4 ^ ^ 

Medio, Lorenzo de, Doke of Urbino, 
3*4 

hUJiHt Luenria de tS 67 61 69, 
70. 7* 73* 74. 7* 

Medio, Mane de, 104, 130 
Medio, Peio de (Pew tbe Gooty) 
6S 

MeB»B B^trtoJamt* 448 
Mehsau da PtrS 541 
MkJutfl Attgeh 6t 171. 189, at) 
Mfi 3*4. 337 
Mkfaeletto, 175 176 
MiUata Aabragia da 339 
MiBagUa, MTttnr^e armoQTCT 3ao 
Moha, poet. 314 
Mondragone, NUrqotK de iij 
Montaigne, 133 

Montefdtana. Antonio do, a69, a7a 
Montferrat, Marqm* de, 184 
Aferttto BooTiono, 80, lx 97 
Mcffgantmo, to be Ha d Eete ■ dwarf 
18&, 141 24^ 

Morriwn, Al&edj Collection, 144 
Mmeo Patrlo In Manna 156 

Mtaocfao Counto* dc 1S4 
Mtmad, *06 
Mono, 88 

Napoli, Pietro da, 347 


National Gallery tbe — in London. 
46 tao 

Nero, Bernardo del 40 41 
Neren, Madame de lady-in waiting 
of Anne of Brittany 195 
by Giorgione, aay 

N^if by Michael Angelo, In tbe 
Cbapu San Lortozo, in Florence, 
337 

Nolbac, Pierre dc 19 
Kona, Damel^—bu part In TA/ 
MaJttwatfFJcivr^ M 9 .* 50»»57 
ila, 083 287 

NovelUia, fra Pietxn da, 148 aa6 

Ognbsantl, Cborch of tbe, 54 60 
Okengbem, mcrioao 139 
Obterotio, tyrant of Fermo 174, 
*75 

Opdteke, *9 

Oppiano, ford over tbe Taro, battle' 
6eld of Fomoro, 167 *69 
Orlcana, Duke of a66 
Omni, Cardinal, 74 
Oninl, Clarice wife of Lomso tbe 
Magniilcmt, 74 
Omni, Madame Madeleine 74 
Ortuu Paolo and Francesco, Doke of 
GraTina, 174 175 176 
OralnJ Paolo 89 

Orvni Paolo Giordano, Doke of 
Bramano, lot 

Onr Lady of Flower*, in Flormce, 31 
3». 5* 7 ^ 

Pace da Ccrtaldo, PaoU di 17 
Palais Vieox, m Florentt 40, 41 
10a, 105 id6 109, ixo, IIS, X15, 
laS 

Paieologa Palaalna (n tbe 

Casff-llo in Mantua, 436 
Paleobgoe Princess, 436 
FaSitio d’arrm* In tbe DAme 
Moseom, m Fktience, 65 
Paflariani, Antonio, 1x6 
PaflaTidni, Gtjpero, 338 54a, 343 
Paradoo, tbe, of tobella d {n 
tbe Castetlo m Mantoa, 154 23! 
140 

Parentucellj, Nicolas, 31 
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Celebrities of the Italian 

Paride da Ccrcsara, humani'^t, 212 
Pansina, 17 1 

Parma, 254, 255, 263, 273 
PamassuSf the, by Mantegna, m the 
Louvre, 144, 150, 200, 201, 209, 
214, 235, 243, 288 
Pasolini, 18 
Pastor, 18 

Pastorino of Sienna, medal designer, 
120, 13 1 

Pavia, Lorenzo da, 148, 208, 226, 
227 

Pazzi, the, 51, 69 , their conspiracy, 
76 

Pedrazzoh, 150 
Pebssier, historian, 19 
Pellegrina, Bianca Cappello’s daugh- 
ter, 129, 134, 136 

Pensteroso, tl, by Michael Angelo, 
in San Lorenzo, m Florence, 

314 

Perrens, histonan, 18 
Perugmo, 150, 200, 201, 202, 203, 
204, 205, 206, 214, 234, 243, 245 
Pesaro, Messer Amcnghi da, 35 
Petrarch, 33, 87 
Petrucci, Pandolfo, 177 
Pia, Emilia, 335, 341, 342, 350 
Piazza, Virgiliana, in Mantua, 249 
Piccinino, 332 

Pierpont Morgan, Collection, 24, 33, 
34. 36 

Pietro, Fra, da Novellara, 284 
Pietro Monte, mastcr-at-arms, 313 
Pigafetti, explorer, 190 
Pisani, Luca, 264 
Piughano, Orsini, Count de, 274 
Pitti, Palace, in Florence, 46, 60, io6, 
115, 119, 120, 121, 126, 132, 134, 

137. 138, 338, 346 

Pizzino, Cardinal, 192 
Plessis, Chateau du, Richelieu, 201, 
246 

Plon, Eugene, 19 
Poggini, Domenico, 102 
Poggto a Catano, Villa of the Medici, 
near Florence, 108, 120, 131, 133, 

134. 137 

PoUuan, 31, 32, 33, 37, S4, 58, 61, 
62 
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Pollajuolo, presumed painter of la 
Belle Stmonetta, at Chantilly, 16, 
26, 64 

Pontormo, the, 106 
Porto, Isabella d'Lstc’s villa, 230 
Pnmolt, Collecitm, 102 
Preens, The Death of—\x\ the National 
Gallery, 46 

Ragionc, dc la. Palace, at Ferrara, 
169 

Ramusio, Jean-Baptiste, secretary to 
the Venetian Go\crnmcnt, 334, 
335 

Rangonc, 327, 328 

Raphael, 189, 21 1, 218, 246, 298, 299, 
300, 302, 303, 305, 306, 307, 308, 

310. 313. 338, 341 

Reggia, the — in Mantua, 215, 241 
Rembrandt, 300, 309 
Ren^e (of France), 242 
R<!nicr, historian, 18, 150 
Rettim of the Cardinal, The, fresco b) 
Mantegna jn the Sala deglt Sposi, 
in the Casttllo in Mantua, 248 
Riario, Cardinal, 223, 231 
Riccardi, Palace, in Florence, 50, 69, 
78, 115 

Richelieu, Cardinal, 201, 246 
Rimini, Isotta de, 16 
Robinct, Lord of Frammesclles, 266 
Romano, Cristoforo, 144, 148, 226, 
238, 246, 337 

Rome, the sack of, 192, 330 
Ronsard, Pierre dc, 135 
Rosselli, Domenico, 339 
Rovcrc, Francesco Maria della, Duke 
of Urbino, son-in-lavr of Isabella 
d’Este, 173, 198, 313, 314, 338. 
343. 347 

Rubens, 144, 300 
Ruberto, medal designer, 248 

Sabba, Fra, de Castiglione, 226 
Sacchetti, Franco, Florentine chron- 
icler, 35 

Sacchetti, Giucaardini, Isabella, 71, 
72 

Saint John the Baptist, Fort, in 
Florence, 70, 77, 93, 98 



Index 


Ssadjtachm Driven fmm the Tem^ 
(tckd in Sinta M«Ha NotcIU, jt, 
3^4* 43 

Sunt Mirk, Conrent and Sqnrr In 
Flwtnct 4.3 

Sunt Mirceia French Ambutador 
In Rome, J05 

Saint Sbaon and Saint Jode Chorch 
of In Tvtantoa, 

SiU dcf(U Spoil, In the CatteUo, In 
Mintna, 151 213 Z17 23; 24! 
Salle des licQTea, in the Palaoe In 
hlantoiy 234 

SaBe dea Marqnla, In the Palace In 
Mantna, 234 

Salle des Muws, In the Palace hi 
Mantna, 234 

SaQe des dewlns de l^^onard dc Vina 
b the Loarre 144 145 
Salon Carr^ tlw b the Lourre, 146 
^ 3 «t 305 

Samn] Ennca GagOchno, il 
Salriau Maria, ji 93 105 
San GaBo, me^ designef 7a 
San MI^Kk Berteldl Place b 
Florence 32 

San Piero Maggbre ancknt chnrch 
b Florence, 30 

San Sebudano, Palace b Mantna 
284 

San Sercrbo, Margherha dc 184 
Sandro, Amkcr di, tnbithated for 
Bocoodll, 46 

Santa Anntmiiata, Place, b Florence 
106 

Santa Croce Momdgnenr 318 
Santa Croce Place b Florence 148 
Santa Maria ad Olto! Church, b 
Florence, iio 

Santa Mana Norella, b Florence 13 
il 33 34i 35 3« 4* 4« 

4« 64* 67 TO* 74, 77 7* 

Satia MnriM delln Ftitoria Chapel, b 
Mantua, 284 

Santa Trblta Bndge and Place b 
Florence, 92, 138 

Santl Glorannl of Urbbo, RapbaeTs 
father 21I 
Sasnfemto, 103 
Sarocaroia, 35 39 43 115 123 


Schlnmbergcr Midame French trans- 
lator of JoQa Cartwright 1 ImbetU 
iTErtt i« 

Schlfanoia, the Palace at Ferraro 167 
Stkntl ^ AAem the hetco bj 
Ripl^ b the Vatican, 298 
Selgnenrie Place de la, in Florence 
9* *07 

Sdgoori, bggta dd b Florence ti6 
Serafino, 228 

Sfona, Anna, first wile of Alfonso 
d £(te 22t 

Sfona, Catherine it 7a 
Sforta Gbrannl, 198 
SOrcstri, Francesco, 1S9 
S h mmHia la Belle 25 47 4I 49, 51 
S» 55 5^ 57 5* 59* *4 65 
69 77 7I ^ 149 
tier portraits (aulheimc or pre 
sumed}— 

In the Academy b Florence 11 

4 ^ 

b Berlin 46 
At Chantilly 4$ 

In the National GaDery 46 
In the Pittl Palate 46 
Id Santa Maria Norldls 46 
In the UCd 46 

Met praisca tong by Pollthn 5! 

£i 

SiuDondl, il 
Shetos IV 70 

Bperandio, medal dcaigner 156, 24I 
S/n«g by Botticeni, b the Academy 
b Flofence la 48, 51, 55 59, 
60, 6i 63 

Staedel Imthtne Moseom b Frank 
fort, 46 

Suaxe the by Raphael b the 
Vatkao 320 

Suoizl, Ercole poet, 17a 208 
Suozzl FHippo, the elder 72 
Strozxl, Fbp^ the younger TolUa 
dAragona lorer, 17, 90, 91 92 
93 94 

Strotzi Palace 127 13I 
StneBnio the of Francesco de Medici, 
mthe Palais Vleux, 102 
Shutith the of laabclla d Ette b 
Mantoa tio 115 236 237 
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T, Palace, near Mantua, 157 
Tame, 55 

Talpa, medal designer, 248, 278 
Taro, Valley of the, battlefield of 
Fornovo, 253, 257, zdi, z66 
Theodora, 1 59 

Tesoretto, cabinet of the, in the Palais 
Vieux in Florence, 109 
Titian, 120, rzd, 150, zrS, 243, 244, 
303, 305 , painter of Isalwlla 
d’Este’s portrait, 144, 193 , alle- 
gory m the Louvre, 302, 304 , 
Portrait of Fedcrigo Gonzagi, 
246 , portrait of Fr Maria della 
Roverc, 338 

Toledo, Eleanor of, wife of Cosmo I 
de Medici, 97, 101, 102, 103, 104, 
106, 109, no, 112, 114, 116, 117, 
118, 122, 129, 134 

Torelli, Barbara, wife of Ercole 
Strozzi, the poet, 172 
Torelli, Ippolita, wife of Baldassarc 
Casughone, 325, 326 
Torelli de Montechiarugo, Count, 
325 

Tomahuont, Gtovanna, dcgli Albizzi, 
wife of Lorenzo Tornabuoni, 
25, 26, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 
37 j 38, 39> 4i> 43> 49» 5^> 

69, 70» 77> 78 

Her portraits, authentic or pre- 
sumed — 

In the Bargello, 241 

In the Louvre, Escalier Daru, 12, 
i3> ^4 

In the Pierpont Morgan Collec- 
tion, 24 

In Santa Maria Novella, 24 
Tornabuoni, Giovanni, 70 
Tornabuoni, Lorenzo de, 25, 26, 28, 
3ij 34> 38 j 39> 4^5 42> 43> 49> 5-> 
70, 77 

Toscana, poet, 243 

Tosio, collection, the, at Bresaa, 82, 
86 

Tr^moiUe, the Lord of, 266 
Trevisan, Marco, 264 
Tribune, Salle de la, at Chantilly, 46, 
47 

Tribune, Salle de la, m the Ufiizi, 183 
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Triumph of Pociry, the, by Lorenzo 
Costa, m the Louvre, 150, 200, 
201, 208, 214, 298 
Trivulcc, Marshal, 265, 274 

Uccello, Paolo, 253 
Ufiizi, Museum, in Florence, 46, loi, 
102, 103, 106, 114, 116, 117, 120, 
i32» t37> i44» 183, 338, 346 
Ugo, 171 

Ugolini, historian, 18 
Unknotvn woman, portrait of an, by 
Verrochio, in the Lichtenstein 
Gallery in Vienna, 08 
Urbino,Dukc of (Federigo de Montc- 
feltro), 16 

Urbino, Duchess of, wife of Dulc 
Francesco Maria della Roicrc, 
198 

Urbmo, Duchess of, wife of Duke 
Guidobaldo — see Gonzaga, Elisa- 
betta, 183 

Urbmo, Guidobaldo, Duke of, 230, 

23U 306, 313, 339 

Valdis, I^I, 136 

Valcntinois, the — see Borgia, Caesar 
Van Assclin, painter, in Amsterdam, 
300 

Fauna, la Belle, Gio\anna degli 
Albizzi, wife of Lorenzo Torna- 
buoni, 25, 31 

Varchi, Benedetto, historian, 94, 97 
Vasari, 34, no, 203 
Vasco de Gama, 189 
Veronese, Paul, The Marriage in 
Cana, 302, 303 
Vespucci, Amerigo, 49, Oo 
Vespucci, Marco, husband of la Belle 
Smonetta, 25, 49, 50, 55 
Vespucci, Piero, 56 
Vespucci, Chapel of the, m the Church 
of the Ognissanti, m Florence, 46, 
52, 60 * 

Vianello, Michele, 226 
Vigilio, Francesco, tutor of Fedcrigo 
Gonzaga, 158 
Villari, historian, 18 
Vincenzo II, Gonzaga, Duke of 
Mantua, 232 


Index 


VIdo, Iwmirdo d*— Leonirtfo 
di Vlnd 

Fima omJ ChU ihe, by Verrochk), 
in tbe BirgeDo, (n Flottnce 14 
Fimatm the Ere*^ m Sana Mam 
NoTeBa In Florence 14 33 jt 43 
Vhclbf Camillo, 374 
Vrttlkino, 174 175 


Wallace CoDection m London, loa 
lFUdv»trTrrtfJkam 1 wtrtluVica The 
by Maste^oa in tbe I>otrTR 150 
aoo, tot aoi 314 335 aSf 

Ymm Cbatlca, 19, 130, 340 

ZBlolo xid 
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